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Project Inception
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Miyawaki Method Origin



Back Story, The Miyawaki Method



Site Selection

Miyawaki Forests
• McGrath Municipal 

Parking 

• Plumley Village Site  
(private, License 
Agreement)



Miyawaki Sites

 McGrath Lot Site (public)
• Replaced 6,500 ft. of asphalt with forest 

• At maturity, approximately 20,000 ft of canopy

 Plumley Village Site (semi-private)
• Replaced 8,000 sq. ft. of sod 

• At maturity, approximately 18,000 ft. of 
added canopy



Project Benefits
 McGrath Lot Site

• Lowers the temperature in the parking lot 

• Increases biodiversity and habitat value

• Absorbs stormwater and pollution in the parking 
lot and along McGrath Boulevard

• Social soothing, gathering, and education

• Comparable in cost to other landscape



Project Benefits
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Outreach & Education



Educational Materials



McGrath Lot Before & During Implementation 
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Forest Structure



McGrath Lot Growth Succession

Site Before Planting

One Year After Growth

Five Year After Growth

Forest at  10y. + 



McGrath Lot Growth Succession

Five Year After Growth

Fall 2024 Spring 2025 



Birds & Pollinators



Macroinvertebrates 

Macroinvertebrates 

A. Water bears

B. Nematode

C. Pot worm

(D-G) Springtails

(H-I) Mite

J.   Wood lice

K.   Beetles

L. Earthworm

M. Millipede

N. Centipede

O. Spider



Air Quality (Birch Leaf)



Cooling The City



Learn More: Check Out Our StoryMap

https://tinyurl.com/MiyawakiStoryMapWor

Please reach out to:
greenworcester@worcesterma.gov 
with questions for the city 

Learn about the city’s other 
sustainability and resilience 
projects, go to 
worcesterma.gov/DSR
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Site Tour!

Prize: Plantable Pencils!
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