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WHAT IS A 

WETLAND?



JURISDICTIONAL WETLAND AREAS
WETLANDS PROTECTION ACT & WETLANDS PROTECTION ORDINANCE

Within or within 100’ of:

 Banks (Rivers, Streams, Lakes)

 Bordering Vegetated Wetlands

 Land Under Water Bodies

Or:

 Land Subject to Flooding

 100-year Floodplain

 Isolated

Also:

 Larger projects close to catch 

basins that discharge to wetlands







ONLINE MAPPING RESOURCES
HTTPS://MAPS.MASSGIS.DIGITAL.MASS.GOV/MASSMAPPER/MASSMAPPER.HTML

https://maps.massgis.digital.mass.gov/MassMapper/MassMapper.html
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WETLAND DELINEATIONS



WHY ARE WETLANDS IMPORTANT?

 Protection of public & private water supply

 Protection of groundwater supply

 Flood control

 Storm damage prevention

 Prevention of pollution

 Protection of land containing shellfish

 Protection of fisheries

 Protection of wildlife habitat



“Except as permitted by the Conservation Commission or as provided in 

this ordinance, no person shall remove, dredge, build upon, or alter the 

following areas: within one hundred (100) feet of any freshwater wetland, 

bordering vegetated wetland, marsh, wet meadow, bog or swamp; within one 

hundred (100) feet of any bank; any lake, river, pond, or stream; any land under said 

waters; any land subject to flooding…”

(Section 2 of the Worcester Wetlands Protection Ordinance)



EXAMPLES – DOES THIS NEED A PERMIT FROM 

THE CONSERVATION COMMISSION?

Installation of a fence 

(along yellow line) to 

enclose backyard? 



EXAMPLES – DOES THIS NEED A PERMIT FROM 

THE CONSERVATION COMMISSION?

Window replacement 

for all windows in an 

existing house?



EXAMPLES – DOES THIS NEED A PERMIT FROM 

THE CONSERVATION COMMISSION?

Installation of a shed 

(within yellow box) 

behind a house?



EXAMPLES – DOES THIS NEED A PERMIT FROM 

THE CONSERVATION COMMISSION?

Installation of a rear 

deck?



PERMITTING OPTIONS

Request for Determination of Applicability (RDA):

• Appropriate for minor projects in the 100’ Buffer Zone

• Simple four-page application form

• Generally, does not require bringing in a consultant

• Outcome: Commission either determines that the work can proceed as proposed, or 

that a Notice of Intent is required

Notice of Intent (NOI):

• Required for work within wetland resource areas or larger Buffer Zone projects

• More complicated application process

• Typically requires hiring consultant(s), which could include wetland scientists, 

engineers, surveyors, etc.

• Outcome: Commission issues an Order of Conditions approving or denying the work

Every case is different, when in doubt reach out to us!   planning@worcesterma.gov

mailto:planning@worcesterma.gov








FLOODPLAINS

SWS.org



(FEMA Guidance for Flood Risk Analysis and Mapping)



ONLINE MAPPING RESOURCES
HTTPS://WWW.FEMA.GOV/FLOOD-MAPS/NATIONAL-FLOOD-HAZARD-LAYER



WAYS TO REDUCE FLOOD INSURANCE PREMIUM 

AND FLOOD RISK

 Elevating Utilities

 Elevating Structure

 Filling In Basements

 Elevation Certificate

 Community Rating System





FINAL 

QUESTIONS?

Contact Info:

Eric Flint, CFM

Conservation Planner

FlintE@worcesterma.gov

Division of Planning & Regulatory Services

planning@worcesterma.gov

mailto:FlintE@worcesterma.gov
mailto:planning@worcesterma.gov



