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. Worcester Landlord Summit

Worcester Historical Commission Fact Sheet:

 Preserves, promotes, and develops the

historic assets of the city.

Made up of 9 volunteer members (7

regular, 2 alternate) interested in history

and protecting Worcester's architectural

and cultural heritage

« Meets twice a month to review
construction projects that may impact
historic buildings in Worcester:

« Conducts site visits to historic buildings to
evaluate their integrity

« Acts as a Certified Local Government.

« Studies and recommends potential new

local historic districts

Working with the Worcester Historical Commission
°
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| own an old
exterior

building
what do | need

to do when
changes are
nheeded?
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i::ﬂg,—'.a_.'uw- - e Building Demolition Delay
e wi T T Waiver(BDDW) required for

properties within boundary
Historic property (National Register
and Form B)

BDDW Required

Local historic district
property/boundary

Certificate of Appropriateness
(COA required), BDDW potentially
required.

Preservation restriction


https://maps.mhc-macris.net/
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Working with the Worcester Historical Commission

TRIGGER SEQUENCE:
1. The property is a
"designated historic building"
(not in local historic district)
AND

2. The work

constitutes "demolition”

demolition - any act of
pulling down, destroying,
removing or razing a
building or any
designated historic
portion thereof, or
commencing the work of
total or substantial
destruction with the
intent of completing the
same.

Building Demolition Delay Waivers

(City of Worcester Revised Ordinances of 2008)

designated historic building -
any building or portion thereof,
including those within any
historic district established by
the city under the provisions of c.
40C of the General Laws and §
17(b) of Article 3 of Part Il of
these Revised Ordinances, and
which is listed on, or within an
area listed on, the National
Register of Historic Places, or the
State Register of Historic Places,
or is the subject of a pending
application for listing on said
Registers, or is listed on the
National Register Eligible List
established by the commission
pursuant to its designation as a
certified local government by
the Massachusetts Historical
commission.
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Working with the Worcester Historical Commission

What is a
designated
historic
building,

and demolition,
in the eyes of
the
Commission?

To get to the proverbial desk of the Worcester Historical
Commission, the subject property must be an historic
building as defined by our ordinance, and a demolition
must be taking place.

Buildings that the Commission might see include
houses, businesses, factories, carriage houses, barns,
and sheds.

A demolition is defined as any act of pulling down,
destroying, removing or razing a building or historic
exterior portion of it.



Worcester Landlord Summit

Examples of
“designated portions”
of historic buildings -

siding, walls,
roofs/roof structures,

windows, doors,
gutters, porches, etc,,
and whole buildings
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Plarning & Regulaiory 455 Man Street - Room 404, Warcester, MA 01608
Pheey S06-T90-1400, x31860 - Fasx S08-T90-1405 - E-mal planning@wornesionts gov

1. Bullding AddressiLocation: 15 Whiney Stresl Worcester, MA 01610 Dabe: Febiuary 12, 2028
2. Year Orginally Bullt 1886 Seurce: Massachusals Cullunsl Fescres Information Sysiam (MACRIS)
3. Description of Work: {|.&. Scope of work. List and explain each proposed change separately. Incude Sescriplion of matertas and condition of lems 0. be impacted.)

Aran of Werk
Porchies)

Descritg *Diher™ Arna of Wark

S20pe of Work - Descring Work 10 b2 Gom pated
FRaplace rotied comer trm

Descrits af L
i iie with sigra of rat

Deareitg Propossn Mawnak
In Kind

Ara of Wedk
Porchjes)

Demcrits *Other™ Arna of Wark

Working with the Worcester Historical Commission .

Scope of Wark - Describe Work 10 be Gom pisted

P —— HISTORICAL COMMISSION
Deacrits the Condition of Exieting Materisls o be Removed FEBRUAR? 29. 2024

(L

Oearitn Propeesd Masnak
siuminum reinforced viryl ralings. per wrapped 4

e Approved - Work may begin

Other

i e At Denied - One year delay upheld on work

Scope of Work - Deseribe Work 1o be Com pleted
insiall bathroom venight combo and vent jo outside

Dencriba the Condition of Exting Materiss bs be Remamd
Mol axmting

Deacritr Propiesed Masnal
PV vt cover

4. Reascns for Proposed Work: (0.9 Rencwation, madnisrarcn . addBon. rnw ube, code volation, elc.

Homegwrer applied for ARPA Owrer Occupied Rehab Program funding o address the code vickations among ofber home repair needs

5 Applicant Hame: Aried Lim
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Historic Bullding Demolition -

liance Fom

485 Main Strest— Room 204, Worcester, A S0
Phane 5057 %81 400 x 31440 | Fax 508-T85-1406 | Email planningifitw ons este ma gow

Pumuan o Chapler 9, Sechon 13 of the Cly of Worcester (Seneral Revised Ordinance, bullding peomils or
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Compliance Forms

Often, work proposed to historic buildings
can be authorized through a Compliance
Form, which is effectively an administrative
approval that is issued by DPRS.

Types of work that can be authorized by a
Compliance Form includes removal and
replacement of non-historic portions of
historic buildings and  construction
activities not visible from a public way.

Examples of this include removal and/or
replacement of vinyl windows, rolled
rubber roofs, aluminum doors, etc.
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Working with the Worcester Historical Commission

Local Historic Districts

Local Historic Districts (LHDs) are established through Massachusetts
General Law, Chapter 40C.

Worcester has four! They are Crown Hill; EIm Park Neighborhood;
Montvale; and Massachusetts Avenue Local Historic Districts.

Their primary functions are to:

Preserve and protect the distinctive characteristics of buildings and places
significant in the history of the Commonwealth and its cities and towns;

Maintain and improve the settings of those buildings and places; and
Encourage new designs compatible with existing buildings in the district.
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ocal Historic District

Sszachusetts Avenue Local Historic District
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2M2B24. 4:38 PM about: bank
WORCESTER HISTORICAL COMMISSION

= Certificate of
e o s e Appropriateness/Certificate of

Working with the Worcester Historical Commission

Piarning & Reguiatory Serdces Diision * 856 hain Steet - Sulie 404, Worsester, WA 0718608 * Phone 508-700- 1400, 23144

Orfices Howrs are 8:30 am il pm

. Baliding AtdressiLocation: 45 Wes! Strest
2, HEwonic DistAet; B Paik Neighborhoos
. Date oF Eslimestion of Origingl Constructian: 1915
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Approprlateness & Bmldmg
Demolition Delay Waiver

While the requirement of an approved
Building Demolition Delay Waiver
applies to all the resource types we just
went through, Certificate of
Appropriateness applications only apply
to buildings in Local Historic Districts.

In most cases, work to buildings in Local
Historic Districts requires issuance of a
Building Demolition Delay Waiver and a
Certificate of Appropriateness.

Any time any work is proposed to any
part of any property in a Local Historic
District, including the parcel on which it
is sited, a Certificate of Appropriateness
must be issued.



In LHDs, building work
and site work is reviewed.
In Crown Hill, Montvale &

Massachusetts Avenue,

paint color is also
reviewed

Parking
lots

iy My g i D

F‘f’ﬁ\«- o

- .," .’:‘:.lfp-’ﬂ{i'i i.

f o i S :? - ie-.Li.u---ln}’ i't"l'o
‘g&!..l' ""-"!!!-g-u v



. Worcester Landlord Summit

A Certificate of Non-Applicability
Is issued when proposed work
will not change the design, color,

or outward appearance in any
way.

Certificate
of Non- o
Applicability

Working with the Worcester

~ on his house (L) with a similar window

- (below). Since they are not visible from the

= street, this work was authorized through a
Certificate of Non-Applicability.
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rical Commission

A Certificate of Hardship may
be issued after a Certificate of

Histo

Appropriateness request is
When denied and where a bona fide

preservation Y/ 4 @ hardship is demonstrated.
‘is a true economic awan .
Financial hardship may be

burden... P L
delay period when demolition

ng with the Worcester

ki

delay would pose an undue
economic hardship on the
owner.
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Working with the Worcester Historical Commission

What historically
appropriate
alternatives to
demolition have been
considered?

If the subject property is
income producing, have any
attempts been made to obtain

Massachusetts Historic
Rehabilitation Tax Credits
(MHRTC) or Federal Historic
Preservation Tax Incentives?

What is the nature of
your undue financial
hardship? What
evidence can you
provide of an inability
to finance preservation
work through private
financing?

If a full or substantial
demolition is proposed, have
any attempts been made to
locate a potential buyer to
purchase and preserve the
building in lieu of demolition?




THANK YOU

Commission Website
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