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TO: WORCESTER BOARD OF ELECTION COMMISSIONERS 
PLAINTIFFS IN WORCESTER INTERFAITH, INC., ET AL. V. CITY OF WORCESTER, 
MASSACHUSETTS, ET AL., C.A. NO. 21-CV-40015-TSH 

FROM: NATE PERSILY 
REDISTRICTING CONSULTANT 

SUBJECT: REDISTRICTING PLAN FOR WORCESTER SCHOOL COMMITTEE 

CC: MICHAEL TRAYNOR 
OREN SELLSTROM 
REBECCA MACDOWELL LECAROZ 
BRIAN ALASCO 
NIKOLIN VANGJELI 

  

Attached herewith is my redistricting plan drawn pursuant to the consent decree of the United 
States District Court for the District of Massachusetts in Worcester Interfaith, Inc., et al. v. City 
of Worcester, Massachusetts, et al., C.A. No. 21-CV-40015-TSH.  The plan complies with the 
consent decree and all applicable legal requirements.  It attempts to minimize the number of 
split precincts to the extent possible, while being responsive to feedback received from the 
numerous public hearings conducted in 2022. 

The plan complies with the constitutional requirement of one person, one vote.  The 2020 
Census revealed a population of 206,518 for the city.  Therefore, each district in a six-district 
plan should contain approximately 34,419.7 people (the “ideal population” per district).  Each 
of the districts in the attached plan is within four percent of that ideal population.  The largest 
district, District C, contains 35,677 people, which translates into a deviation of 3.65%.  The 
smallest district, District F, contains 33,293 people, which translates into a deviation of -3.27%.  
These deviations are well within what the courts have permitted for local jurisdictions to 
comply with one person, one vote. 

The plan complies with the additional requirements of the consent decree that led to the 
creation of these six districts. Pursuant to the complaint based on Section 2 of the Voting Rights 
Act of 1965, 52 U.S.C. § 10301, the consent decree required that in two of the six districts 
Blacks and Latinos combined should exceed fifty percent of the citizen voting age population 
(CVAP), as revealed in the American Community Survey.  The attached plan achieves that court-
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mandated goal: both Districts A and B have citizen voting age populations in which Blacks and 
Latinos combined exceed fifty percent.  The demographic breakdown of all districts according 
to the 2016-2020 American Community Survey average is presented in the attached 
spreadsheet.  

The principal goals of the plan, however, were to respond to suggestions raised in the public 
hearings and to create a plan that split as few precincts as possible.  Minimizing split precincts is 
a traditional principle in redistricting, as it facilitates election administration and reduces the 
number of necessary ballot styles.  The six districts in the plan for the School Committee largely 
resemble the community boundaries as evidenced in the existing City Council districts, except, 
of course, as necessary to convert from a five-district plan to a six-district plan and comply with 
the applicable legal requirements.  It does so, however, by splitting only five precincts: Precincts 
2-6, 3-3, 3-5, 4-2, and 10-4.  

 

Conclusion 

There are literally thousands of potential plans that could be drawn to divide Worcester into six 
districts and to comply with the applicable legal requirements in the consent decree and the 
U.S. Constitution.  The attached plan attempts to do so while adhering to community 
boundaries and splitting the fewest precincts possible.  It is responsive to feedback received in 
public hearings and through numerous conversations with plaintiffs’ counsel and counsel for 
the City of Worcester. Pursuant to the power vested in me by the consent decree, the attached 
plan shall constitute the plan for elections to the Worcester School Committee for each election 
until the plan must be redrawn following the 2030 Census. 
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District A 
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District B 
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District C 
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District D 
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District E 
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District F 

 



 

Demographic Breakdown of Proposed School Committee Districts 

(American Community Survey, Five-Year Average, 2016-2020) 
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