
 CITY COUNCIL
WEEKLY SUMMARY

CITY OF WORCESTER

10/22/2024 - 10/28/2024

VOLUME 1, ISSUE 7 PAGE| 01

The next
 City Council meeting 

will take place on 

* 10/29 - Early Voting - NO Meeting!
            * 11/5 - Presidential Election - NO Meeting!

UPCOMING MEETINGS: 

TUESDAY, NOVEMBER 12TH

https://www.worcesterma.gov/city-council#7tmYypYT2Kgwk35B8ZroNA
https://www.worcesterma.gov/city-council#7tmYypYT2Kgwk35B8ZroNA
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PUBLIC WORKS: MET ON WEDNESDAY, 10/23/2024 
CHAIRPERSON - COUNCILOR GEORGE J. RUSSELL - DISTRICT 3 CITY COUNCILOR
VICE CHAIRPERSON - COUNCILOR CANDY MERO-CARLSON  - DISTRICT 2 CITY COUNCILOR 
COMMITTEE MEMBER - COUNCILOR JENNY PACILLO- DISTRICT 1 CITY COUNCILOR

CLICK HERE TO VIEW FULL AGENDA!
CLICK HERE TO VIEW MEETING!

MUNICIPAL AND LEGISLATIVE OPERATIONS: MET ON THURSDAY, 10/24/2024 

CHAIRPERSON - COUNCILOR MORRIS A. BERGMAN - AT-LARGE CITY COUNCILOR
VICE CHAIRPERSON - COUNCILOR LUIS A. OJEDA SR.- DISTRICT 4  CITY COUNCILOR
COMMITTEE MEMBER - COUNCILOR DONNA M. COLORIO - AT-LARGE CITY COUNCILOR

CLICK HERE TO VIEW FULL AGENDA!
CLICK HERE TO VIEW MEETING!

https://www.worcesterma.gov/agendas-minutes/standing-committees/public-works/2024/20241023.htm
https://play.champds.com/worcesterma/event/2468
https://www.worcesterma.gov/agendas-minutes/standing-committees/municipal-legislative-operations/2024/20241024.htm
https://play.champds.com/worcesterma/event/2472
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 SAINT VINCENT HOSPITAL PHYSICAL THERAPY
 RIBBON CUTTING CEREMONY - 10/21
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Events in the Community

SAVA’S TAILORING & ALTERATIONS 
GRAND OPENING/RIBBON CUTTING CEREMONY - 10/21

ON OCTOBER 21, DISTRICT 5 CITY COUNCILOR ETEL HAXHIAJ
ATTENDED THE GRAND OPENING AND RIBBON-CUTTING

CEREMONY FOR SAVA’S TAILORING AND ALTERATIONS. THE
EVENT MARKED A NEW ADDITION TO HER DISTRICT'S 
BUSINESS COMMUNITY, AND COUNCILOR HAXHIAJ 
EXPRESSED HER EXCITEMENT FOR THE OCCASION. 

SHE HIGHLIGHTED THE IMPORTANCE OF SUPPORTING LOCAL
BUSINESSES AND EMPHASIZED THE POSITIVE IMPACT

 NEW VENTURES BRING TO THE AREA. 
THE CELEBRATION INCLUDED COMMUNITY MEMBERS

 AND PATRONS EAGER TOWELCOME 
SAVA’S TO THE NEIGHBORHOOD. 

DISTRICT 2 CITY COUNCILOR CANDY MERO-CARLSON WAS PRESENT AT THE RIBBON-CUTTING CEREMONY FOR THE NEW
SAINT VINCENT HOSPITAL PHYSICAL THERAPY LOCATION, CELEBRATING THE FACILITY'S MOVE TO ONE WEST BOYLSTON

STREET IN AUGUST. THE NEW BUILDING, CONVENIENTLY LOCATED ACROSS THE PARKING LOT FROM WORCESTER FITNESS,
PROVIDES EXPANDED ACCESS AND SERVICES TO THE COMMUNITY. WITH A LARGER SPACE, NEW TECHNOLOGY, PRIVATE

ROOMS, DRY NEEDLING, AND IMPROVED HANDICAP ACCESSIBILITY, THE FACILITY ENHANCES ITS OFFERINGS.
ADDITIONALLY, WOMEN'S HEALTH AND ORTHOPEDIC SERVICES ARE BEING EXPANDED TO ACCOMMODATE MORE PATIENTS.

THE NEW LOCATION ALLOWS THE CENTER TO SERVE 20% MORE PATIENTS, WITH FURTHER GROWTH ANTICIPATED!
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Events in the Community

UNIVERSITY PARK FITNESS COURT® RIBBON CUTTING CEREMONY - 10/21
THE CITY OF WORCESTER, IN PARTNERSHIP WITH UNITED WAY OF CENTRAL MASSACHUSETTS, BLUE

CROSS BLUE SHIELD OF MASSACHUSETTS, AND NATIONAL FITNESS CAMPAIGN (NFC), UNVEILED THE NEW
FITNESS COURT® AT UNIVERSITY PARK. THE RIBBON-CUTTING CEREMONY HIGHLIGHTED THE CITY’S
COMMITMENT TO EXPANDING EQUITABLE ACCESS TO HIGH-QUALITY FITNESS FOR ALL RESIDENTS. 

DISTRICT 4 CITY COUNCILOR LUIS A. OJEDA, MAYOR JOSEPH M. PETTY AND 
CITY MANAGER ERIC BATISTA WERE IN ATTENDANCE. 

THE FITNESS COURT® OFFERS SEVEN EXERCISE STATIONS, PROVIDING ADAPTABLE WORKOUTS FOR ALL
FITNESS LEVELS. DESIGNED TO EXPAND OPPORTUNITIES FOR HIGH-QUALITY WORKOUTS AND CREATE

EQUITABLE ACCESS TO EXERCISE FOR COMMUNITIES, IT LETS PEOPLE USE THEIR OWN BODY WEIGHT TO
GET A COMPLETE WORKOUT USING SEVEN EXERCISE STATIONS.THE PROJECT SERVES AS AN

INVESTMENT IN HEALTH FOR THE MAIN SOUTH NEIGHBORHOOD, BENEFITING TEENS, FAMILIES, 
SENIORS, AND COLLEGE STUDENTS. 

WORCESTER’S FITNESS COURT® IS ONE OF 15 BLUE CROSS FITNESS COURTS THAT ARE CURRENTLY OPEN
OR SET TO BE CONSTRUCTED IN PUBLIC SPACES THIS YEAR.



MOCK CITY COUNCIL MEETING
WITH 2ND GRADE STUDENTS 

FROM BANCROFT SCHOOL - 10/22

COUNCILOR AT-LARGE MORRIS A. BERGMAN
HOSTED A MOCK CITY COUNCIL MEETING FOR
BANCROFT SCHOOL’S SECOND GRADE CLASS

DURING THEIR TOUR OF CITY HALL ON 
OCTOBER 22ND. THE YOUNG STUDENTS

EAGERLY DEBATED WHETHER WORCESTER
RESIDENTS SHOULD BE ALLOWED TO OWN

CHICKENS IN THEIR BACKYARDS. SOME
STUDENTS RAISED CONCERNS ABOUT NOISE

AND CLEANLINESS, WHILE OTHERS HIGHLIGHTED
THE BENEFITS OF FRESH EGGS AND PETS.

COUNCILOR BERGMAN GUIDED THE
DISCUSSION, EXPLAINING HOW DECISIONS LIKE

THESE IMPACT THE COMMUNITY. IN THE END,
THE STUDENTS TOOK A VOTE, WITH A NARROW

MAJORITY NOT SUPPORTING THE IDEA OF
ALLOWING CHICKENS IN WORCESTER.
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CITY COUNCIL AND YOUTH COUNCIL
MEET & GREET - 10/22

ON OCTOBER 22, D1 CITY COUNCILOR JENNY PACILLO,
 D5 CITY COUNCILOR ETEL HAXHIAJ, 
D4 CITY COUNCILOR LUIS A. OJEDA,

 VICE CHAIRMAN KHRYSTIAN E. KING, AND
 MAYOR JOSEPH PETTY ATTENDED A MEET AND GREET WITH

THE WORCESTER YOUTH COUNCIL. THE EVENT FOSTERED
DIALOGUE BETWEEN CITY LEADERS AND YOUTH

REPRESENTATIVES, HIGHLIGHTING THE IMPORTANCE OF
YOUTH INVOLVEMENT IN LOCAL GOVERNMENT. THE

WORCESTER YOUTH COUNCIL, DESIGNED TO SERVE AS THE
OFFICIAL VOICE OF WORCESTER'S YOUTH, AIMS TO BRIDGE

THE GAP BETWEEN YOUNG RESIDENTS AND CITY
 DECISION-MAKERS. COUNCIL MEMBERS EMPHASIZED THE

SIGNIFICANCE OF YOUTH PERSPECTIVES IN SHAPING
FUTURE POLICIES. 



ECOTARIUM
GROUND BREAKING CEREMONY - 10/24
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COMMUNITY ONE STOP FOR GROWTH 
AWARDS CELEBRATION - 10/24

 GOVERNOR MAURA HEALEY AND
 LIEUTENANT GOVERNOR KIM DRISCOLL 

HOSTED A KICKOFF CELEBRATION AT THE GREENDALE REVITALIZATION PROJECT IN
WORCESTER ON 10/24, WHERE THEY ANNOUNCED OVER 

$161 MILLION IN GRANT AWARDS THROUGH THE COMMUNITY ONE STOP FOR GROWTH
PROGRAM.  DISTRICT 1 COUNCILOR JENNY PACILLO, 

DISTRICT 2 COUNCILOR CANDY MERO-CARLSON, AND 
MAYOR JOSEPH PETTY WERE PRESENT TO CELEBRATE THIS IMPORTANT MILESTONE FOR

WORCESTER'S ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT. THESE GRANTS WILL SUPPORT PROJECTS
ACROSS 171 COMMUNITIES, FOCUSING ON HOUSING, INFRASTRUCTURE, AND JOB

CREATION. THE GREENDALE REVITALIZATION PROJECT, ONE OF THE GRANT RECIPIENTS,
IS POISED TO BRING SIGNIFICANT BENEFITS TO THE LOCAL AREA.  GOVERNOR HEALEY

EMPHASIZED THE PROGRAM’S ROLE IN STRENGTHENING CITIES 
AND TOWNS STATEWIDE BY FUNDING TRANSFORMATIVE DEVELOPMENT PROJECTS.

DISTRICT 2 CITY COUNCILOR CANDY MERO-CARLSON SPOKE
AT THE ECOTARIUM’S EXPANSION CELEBRATION ON 10/24,
WHERE SHE EXPRESSED EXCITEMENT FOR THE MUSEUM’S

GROWTH. THE  COUNCILOR HIGHLIGHTED THE SIGNIFICANCE
OF THE NEW 8,300 SQUARE FOOT EXHIBIT HALL, DESIGNED BY

ANNUM ARCHITECTS OF BOSTON, AND PRAISED THE
ECOTARIUM AS A CULTURAL ASSET FOR WORCESTER.
COUNCILOR MERO-CARLSON ACKNOWLEDGED THE

CONTRIBUTIONS OF LOCAL FOUNDATIONS AND GENEROUS
DONORS IN MAKING THE PROJECT POSSIBLE. SHE ALSO

MENTIONED THE UPCOMING 2025 BICENTENNIAL
ANNIVERSARY OF THE ECOTARIUM, RECOGNIZING IT AS A

MILESTONE IN THE MUSEUM’S LONG-STANDING
COMMITMENT TO THE COMMUNITY. THE EVENT MARKED AN
IMPORTANT STEP IN ENHANCING THE MUSEUM'S OFFERINGS

FOR LOCAL FAMILIES.

HALLOWEEN AND TRICK-OR-TREATING SAFETY TIPS:
WORCESTER, MASS. – HALLOWEEN TRICK-OR-TREATING WILL TAKE PLACE ON 

THURSDAY, OCT. 31. THE RECOMMENDED HOURS FOR THIS ACTIVITY ARE 5 P.M. TO 8 P.M.

ALL DRIVERS ARE REMINDED THAT THE PRESENCE OF CHILDREN AND PARENTS
 ON ROADS REQUIRES ADDITIONAL CAUTION.

TO HELP MAKE HALLOWEEN ACTIVITIES SAFER, KEEP THESE SAFETY TIPS IN MIND:
CHOOSE BRIGHT COLORS THAT MAKE YOUR CHILD MORE VISIBLE IN THE DARK.
PROVIDE CHILDREN WITH FLASHLIGHTS. BE SURE THEY CAN SEE THROUGH MASKS/MAKEUP.
MAINTAIN CLEAR ESCAPE ROUTES BY KEEPING EXITS CLEAR OF DECORATIONS.
ESTABLISH A PRE-PLANNED ROUTE AND ONLY VISIT HOUSES WITH LIGHTS ON.
BE A SAFE PEDESTRIAN. LOOK BOTH WAYS AND USE ESTABLISHED CROSSWALKS.
INSPECT CANDY AND TREATS BEFORE CONSUMPTION.
DRIVE SLOWLY AND STAY ALERT IN RESIDENTIAL NEIGHBORHOODS.
WALK IN GROUPS WITH A TRUSTED ADULT. CHILDREN UNDER 12 SHOULD BE SUPERVISED.
NEVER ACCEPT RIDES FROM STRANGERS OR ENTER A STRANGER’S HOME.

HALLOWEEN IS RIGHT AROUND THE CORNER, PLEASE REMEMBER THESE
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FALL 2024
WHEN IS MY LEAF COLLECTION?



WORCESTER'S CITY COUNCIL CONSISTS OF ELEVEN COUNCIL MEMBERS, INCLUDING 
THE MAYOR & COUNCILOR-AT-LARGE, JOSEPH M. PETTY. THESE ELEVEN ELECTED OFFICIALS SERVE AS THE LEGISLATIVE BODY OF

THE CITY. CITY COUNCIL MEMBERS ARE RESPONSIBLE FOR REPRESENTING THE INTERESTS AND NEEDS OF THEIR CITY AND
COMMUNITY. 

THERE ARE SIX COUNCILORS-AT-LARGE AND FIVE COUNCILORS THAT EACH REPRESENT A SPECIFIC DISTRICT IN WORCESTER
(DISTRICTS 1-5).

IF YOU ARE UNSURE OF WHO YOUR DISTRICT COUNCILOR IS, CLICK HERE TO FIND OUT!
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YOURCity CouncilorsCity Councilors

DISTRICT CITY COUNCILORS

DISTRICT 1
JENNY PACILLO

DISTRICT 2
CANDY MERO-CARLSON

DISTRICT 4
LUIS A. OJEDA, SR.

DISTRICT 3
GEORGE J, RUSSELL

DISTRICT 5
ETEL HAXHIAJ

MAYOR
JOSEPH M. PETTY

VICE CHAIRMAN
KHRYSTIAN E. KING

MORRIS A. 
BERGMAN

THU 
NGUYEN

KATHLEEN M. 
TOOMEY

DONNA M. 
COLORIO

AT-LARGE CITY COUNCILORS

https://geospatial.worcesterma.gov/FindMyCityCouncilor/
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MONDAY - OCTOBER 28 -
GREEN HILL NEIGHBORHOOD MEETING (LAST MEETING OF THE YEAR!)

TIME: 6:30 P.M.
WHERE: ST. BERNARD’S CHURCH, 228 LINCOLN STREET

TUESDAY - OCTOBER 29 -
MAYOR’S WALK WITHIN DISTRICT 5 - 

JOIN MAYOR JOSEPH PETTY & DISTRICT 5 CITY COUNCILOR ETEL HAXHIAJ, FOR A
CHANCE TO MEET WITH CITY OFFICIALS AND ENJOY CASUAL CONVERSATION WHILE
EXPLORING THE NEIGHBORHOOD. THEY WILL ALSO BE VISITING LOCAL BUSINESSES!
PLEASE RSVP TO ELIANA AGUDELO VIA E-MAIL OR PHONE:
AGUDELOE@WORCESTERMA.GOV / 508-799-115
TIME: 4:00 - 5:30 P.M.
WHERE: OUR LADY OF THE ANGELS PARKING LOT, 1222 MAIN STREET

MONDAY - OCTOBER 28 - 
FIRE SAFETY & PREVENTION MEETING WITH DISTRICT 5 CITY COUNCILOR ETEL HAXHIAJ

TIME: 6:00 P.M.
WHERE: OUR LADY OF THE ANGELS CHURCH, 1222 MAIN STREET 

OR VIRTUALLY VIA ZOOM
CLICK HERE FOR ZOOM LINK!
MEETING ID: 863 2125 5597 
 PASSCODE: 457144 

MONDAY -NOVEMBER 4 - 
GREEN ISLAND NEIGHBORHOOD MEETING

TIME: 6:00 P.M.
WHERE: WRTA MAINTENANCE AND OPERATIONS FACILITY,(42 QUINSIGAMOND AVE.

https://us06web.zoom.us/j/86321255597?pwd=nkHJzAdjZpJicUXkyP9SVEqTChlaIs.1

