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TRANSMITTING INFORMATIONAL COMMUNICATION
 RELATIVE TO THE REVISED LEAD AND COPPER RULE.
MAYOR PETTY READ THE ITEM AND RECOGNIZED COUNCILOR OJEDA, WHO
SPOKE CONCERNING THE ITEM. MAYOR PETTY RECOGNIZED THE
COMMISSIONER OF PUBLIC WORKS AND PARKS, WHO RESPONDED TO
QUESTIONS RAISED BY COUNCILOR OJEDA. MAYOR PETTY MOVED TO PLACE
THE ITEM ON FILE. PLACED ON FILE

ITEM 11.7CITEM 11.7A
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Click here to view the full agenda!
CITY COUNCIL MEETING - 10/15/2024

CITY COUNCIL RECOGNIZES AVAH ORTIZ AS SHE HEADS TO COMPETE IN THE
 IDO WORLD TAP DANCE CHAMPIONSHIP IN PRAGUE, CZECH REPUBLIC

TRANSMITTING INFORMATIONAL 
COMMUNICATION RELATIVE TO THE
 2024 FALL LEAF COLLECTION PROGRAM.
MAYOR PETTY READ THE ITEM AND RECOGNIZED 
COUNCILOR OJEDA, WHO SPOKE CONCERNING THE ITEM. MAYOR PETTY
RECOGNIZED THE CITY MANAGER AND COMMISSIONER OF PUBLIC WORKS AND
PARKS, WHO RESPONDED TO QUESTIONS RAISED BY COUNCILOR OJEDA.
COUNCILOR OJEDA THEN MOVED TO, “REQUEST CITY MANAGER PROVIDE CITY
COUNCIL WITH INFORMATION CONCERNING THE NUMBER OF RESIDENTS THAT
ARE SIGNED UP FOR ALERT WORCESTER.” (SEE ITEM #15A CC). MAYOR PETTY
MOVED TO PLACE THE ITEM ON FILE. PLACED ON FILE

At the 10/15 City Council meeting, Avah Ortiz , a sophmore student at Worcester Academy, was recognized for her upcoming participation in
the IDO Tap Dance World Championship in Prague, Czech Republic. Councilor Khrystian King introduced a resolution in her honor, while
Mayor Petty presented Avah with a proclamation celebrating her achievements. The proclamation emphasized how proud Worcester is of
Avah and expressed the city's full support for her and Team USA. Avah’s dedication to her craft and success already serve as an inspiration to
the community. Worcester wishes her the best of luck as she represents the city and the country on the world stage!

RESOLUTION OF COUNCILOR KHRYSTIAN E. KING - THAT THE CITY COUNCIL DOES HEREBY RECOGNIZE AVAH ORTIZ’S COMMITMENT AND DEDICATION AS A MEMBER
OF THE USA TAP TEAM COMPETING IN THE 2024 INTERNATIONAL DANCE ORGANIZATION (IDO) WORLD TAP DANCE CHAMPIONSHIPS IN PRAGUE, CZECHIA OCTOBER
23-27TH. A CHAMPIONSHIP THAT IS THE EXPERIENCE OF A LIFETIME, BRINGING THE BEST TAP DANCERS FROM ACROSS THE GLOBE TOGETHER TO COMPETE ON
STAGE FOR THE WORLD TO SEE. SKILLFULLY BALANCING HER RIGOROUS ACADEMIC SCHEDULE WITH THE DEMANDS OF COMPETITIVE DANCE, AVAH HAS
DEMONSTRATED RESILIENCE AND PASSION. WE STAND IN ADMIRATION OF AVAH’S HARD WORK AND THE PRIDE SHE BRINGS TO THE CITY OF WORCESTER. 
MAYOR PETTY READ THE ITEM AND RECOGNIZED COUNCILOR KING, WHO SPOKE CONCERNING THE ITEM. MAYOR PETTY MOVED FOR A ROLL CALL VOTE TO ADOPT
THE ITEM. RESOLUTION ADOPTED ON A ROLL CALL VOTE OF 10 YEAS AND 0 NAYS (TOOMEY ABSENT)

ITEM 8A

THE CITY OF WORCESTER IS CONDUCTING A MANDATORY INVENTORY OF ALL
DRINKING WATER SERVICE LINES IN COMPLIANCE WITH THE EPA'S REVISED LEAD
AND COPPER RULE (LCRR). THIS INVENTORY MUST BE COMPLETED AND MADE
AVAILABLE ONLINE BY OCTOBER 16, 2024, ALLOWING  PROPERTY OWNERS TO
CHECK THE MATERIALS USED IN THEIR WATER LINES. WORCESTER HAS
HISTORICALLY USED PVC, IRON, AND COPPER FOR SERVICE LINES, AND NO LEAD
LINES HAVE BEEN FOUND SO FAR. PROPERTY OWNERS WITH UNKNOWN SERVICE
LINE MATERIALS WILL BE NOTIFIED AND CAN SCHEDULE INSPECTIONS TO
CONFIRM THEIR PIPE MATERIALS. IF LEAD IS DISCOVERED, FINANCIAL ASSISTANCE
MAY BE AVAILABLE FOR REPLACEMENT.

REVISED LEAD AND COPPER
RULE COMMUNICATION

IT IS ALMOST THAT TIME OF THE YEAR AGAIN! GETTING READY TO RAKE YOUR
LEAFS AND PREPARE FOR COLLECTION BY THE CITY! PLEASE SEE PAGES 6 AND 7 IN
THIS WEEK’S ISSUE FOR MORE INFOMATION ON WHEN AND HOW TO PREPARE FOR
YOUR NEIGHBORHOOD’S PICK UP - INCLUDING A HELPFUL DO’S & DON’TS
SECTION. IF YOU HAVE ANY QUESTIONS, PLEASE FEEL FREE TO REACH OUT TO
WORCESTER 311 DIRECTLY - PHONE #: DIAL 311 OR 508-929-1300.

https://play.champds.com/worcesterma/event/2456
https://play.champds.com/worcesterma/event/2456
https://www.worcesterma.gov/agendas-minutes/city-council/2024/20241015.htm


TUESDAY, 10/22 
@ 6:30 P.M. - CITY COUNCIL MEETING 

@ CITY HALL, ESTHER HOWLAND CHAMBER, 3RD FLOOR, 455 MAIN STREET
CLICK HERE TO VIEW FULL AGENDA!
CLICK HERE TO JOIN VIRTUALLY THE DAY OF!

City Council Zoom Phone Number: (929) 205 6099
ZOOM ACCESS CODE:  917 2757 4825

WEDNESDAY, 10/23
@ 5:00 P.M. - PUBLIC WORKS STANDING COMMITTEE MEETING

@ CITY HALL, ESTHER HOWLAND CHAMBER, 3RD FLOOR, 455 MAIN STREET
CLICK HERE TO VIEW FULL AGENDA!
CLICK HERE TO JOIN VIRTUALLY THE DAY OF!

Public Works Standing Committee Zoom Phone Number: (929) 205 6099
Zoom Access Code: 989 2880 0472

Thursday, 10/24
4:00 P.M. - MUNICIPAL AND LEGISLATIVE OPERATIONS STANDING COMMITTEE MEETING

@ CITY HALL, ESTHER HOWLAND CHAMBER, 3RD FLOOR, 455 MAIN STREET
CLICK HERE TO VIEW FULL AGENDA!
CLICK HERE TO JOIN VIRTUALLY THE DAY OF!

Municipal and Legislative Operations Standing Committee ZOOM Phone Number: (929) 205 6099
ZOOM Access Code:938 2303 0890

UPCOMING MEETINGS: 
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TRAFFIC AND PARKING: MET ON WEDNESDAY, 10/16/2024 

CHAIRPERSON - COUNCILOR DONNA COLORIO - AT-LARGE CITY COUNCILOR
VICE CHAIRPERSON - COUNCILOR KHRYSTIAN E. KING   VICE CHAIRMAN / AT-
LARGE CITY COUNCILOR **
COMMITTEE MEMBER - COUNCILOR THU NGUYEN - AT-LARGE CITY COUNCILOR

** COUNCILOR KING WAS NOT PRESENT AT THE TRAFFIC AND PARKING MEETING
THAT TOOK PLACE ON 10/16, COUNCILOR BERGMAN PARTICIPATED IN HIS PLACE.

CLICK HERE TO VIEW FULL AGENDA!
CLICK HERE TO VIEW MEETING!

https://www.worcesterma.gov/agendas-minutes/city-council/2024/20241022.htm
https://zoom.us/j/91727574825
https://www.worcesterma.gov/agendas-minutes/standing-committees/public-works/2024/20241023.htm
https://zoom.us/j/98928800472
https://www.worcesterma.gov/agendas-minutes/standing-committees/municipal-legislative-operations/2024/20241024.htm
https://us06web.zoom.us/j/93823030890
https://www.worcesterma.gov/city-council#7tmYypYT2Kgwk35B8ZroNA
https://www.worcesterma.gov/city-council#7tmYypYT2Kgwk35B8ZroNA
https://www.worcesterma.gov/agendas-minutes/standing-committees/traffic-parking/2024/20241016.htm
https://play.champds.com/worcesterma/event/2457
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CASA PROJECT 
RIBBON CUTTING CEREMONY - 10/15

NATIONAL GRID WHITE BOARD 
DONATION EVENT - 10/15

DISTRICT 2 CITY COUNCILOR CANDY MERO-CARLSON AND MAYOR JOSEPH M. PETTY
WERE PRESENT TO CELEBRATE THE EXCITING MILESTONE FOR CASA PROJECT

WORCESTER COUNTY. CASA PROUDLY UNVEILIED THEIR NEWLY RENOVATED OFFICE
SPACE, LOCATED IN SUITE 403 AT 100 GROVE STREET, WHICH HAS BEEN THE

ORGANIZATION’S HOME FOR OVER TWO DECADES. THIS OFFICE HAS SERVED AS A
CENTRAL HUB FOR VOLUNTEERS, STAFF, BOARD MEMBERS, AND COMMUNITY

PARTNERS DEDICATED TO ADVOCATING FOR THE WELFARE OF YOUTH IN
WORCESTER COUNTY. IN RECENT YEARS, CASA HAS SEEN GROWTH BOTH IN ITS

TEAM AND IN THE COMMUNITY'S AWARENESS OF ITS MISSION, MAKING THIS
RENOVATION A TIMELY AND NECESSARY IMPROVEMENT. THE UPDATED SPACE

REFLECTS A MODERNIZED AND WELCOMING ENVIRONMENT THAT MATCHES THE
EVOLVING NEEDS OF THE ORGANIZATION. AS CASA ENTERS THIS NEW CHAPTER, THE

TEAM REMAINS STEADFAST IN ITS MISSION OF PROVIDING BEST-INTEREST AND
COURT-BASED ADVOCACY FOR YOUTH. 

DISTRICT 4 CITY COUNCILOR LUIS A. OJEDA HELPED
PRESENT WHITEBOARDS AND COORDINATING SUPPLIES TO

VARIOUS WORCESTER PUBLIC SCHOOLS, A DONATION
MADE BY NATIONAL GRID. 

THESE WHITEBOARDS WILL BE INVALUABLE RESOURCES IN
THE CLASSROOM, ENHANCING THE LEARNING EXPERIENCE

FOR STUDENTS. 

AS A CITY OFFICIAL, COUNCILOR OJEDA EXPRESSED DEEP
GRATITUDE FOR THE GENEROUS DONATION. THE

COUNCILOR HIGHLIGHTED THE POSITIVE IMPACT THESE
NEW TOOLS WILL HAVE ON BOTH STUDENTS AND

TEACHERS. 

THIS EVENT UNDERSCORES THE IMPORTANCE OF
COMMUNITY SUPPORT IN BOOSTING EDUCATIONAL

RESOURCES.
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TOUR OF CITY HALL - 10/16
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AT-LARGE COUNCILOR MORRIS A. BERGMAN
RECENTLY HOSTED A GROUP OF ELECTION

OBSERVERS FOR A TOUR OF WORCESTER CITY
HALL. THE HIGHLIGHT OF THE TOUR WAS THE

ESTHER HOWLAND CHAMBER, WHERE THE CITY
COUNCIL MEETS WEEKLY. COUNCILOR BERGMAN

ENRICHED THE VISIT BY SHARING FASCINATING
INSIGHTS INTO WORCESTER'S HISTORY AND THE

BUILDING'S ARCHITECTURAL SIGNIFICANCE.
ATTENDEES FROM FRANCE AND SWEDEN WERE
PARTICULARLY ENGAGED BY THE COUNCILOR’S
WEALTH OF KNOWLEDGE ABOUT THE CITY. HE

ALSO ADDRESSED VARIOUS QUESTIONS THE
OBSERVERS HAD ABOUT THE LOCAL ELECTION

PROCESS. COUNCILOR BERGMAN'S PASSION FOR
WORCESTER'S HERITAGE WAS EVIDENT

THROUGHOUT THE TOUR. 
THIS TOUR NOT ONLY SHOWCASED THE CITY'S

HISTORY BUT ALSO FOSTERED A GREATER
UNDERSTANDING OF ITS ELECTORAL PRACTICES

AMONG THE INTERNATIONAL VISITORS.

KEY TO THE CITY PRESENTATION - THE ANDON ZAKO CAJUPI THEATER - 10/18
ON 10/18, DISTRICT 5 CITY COUNCILOR ETEL HAXHIAJ, MAYOR JOSEPH M. PETTY, AND CITY CLERK NIKOLIN VANGJELI

PRESENTED A KEY TO THE CITY TO THE ANDON ZAKO CAJUPI THEATER FROM KORÇA, ALBANIA. THE PRESENTATION TOOK
PLACE AT WORCESTER STATE UNIVERSITY AUDITORIUM IN RECOGNITION OF THE BAND'S CONTRIBUTION TO ALBANIAN

CULTURE AND ART WITHIN THE DIASPORA. THE THEATER GROUP PERFORMED THE SHOW "NUSE VETEM PER LETRA,"
CAPTIVATING THE AUDIENCE WITH THEIR TALENT AND STORYTELLING. THE KEY TO THE CITY WAS GIVEN ON BEHALF OF
MAYOR PETTY, COUNCILOR HAXHIAJ, AND THE ALBANIAN COMMUNITY IN WORCESTER. THIS HONOR HIGHLIGHTED THE

IMPORTANCE OF CULTURAL EXCHANGE AND COMMUNITY CELEBRATION.
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RIBBON CUTTING CEREMONY - 10/17
A RIBBON CUTTING CEREMONY FOR THE NEW DOHERTY MEMORIAL HIGH SCHOOL TOOK PLACE ON 10/17, ATTENDED BY 
MAYOR JOSEPH M. PETTY, DISTRICT COUNCILORS JENNY PACILLO - D1, GEORGE J. RUSSELL - D3, ETEL HAXHIAJ - D5 AND 

AT-LARGE COUNCILOR DONNA M. COLORIO. THE EVENT MARKED THE COMPLETION AND OPENING OF THE NEW HIGH SCHOOL. 
AFTER SEVERAL YEARS OF BEING UNDER CONSTRUCTION, THE HIGHLANDERS HAVE THE NEW HOME THEY DESERVE! 

THE NEW 425,000-SQUARE-FOOT BUILDING, WHICH CAN ACCOMMODATE OVER 1,600 STUDENTS, OFFICIALLY OPENED ON AUGUST 26. THE
CEREMONY INCLUDED THE UNVEILING OF A COMMEMORATIVE PLAQUE, AND WORDS OF DEDICATION FROM STUDENTS, SCHOOL OFFICIALS, AND
ELECTED LEADERS. PRINCIPAL JOHN STALEY EMPHASIZED THE SCHOOL'S GOAL OF FOSTERING CREATIVITY, ADAPTABILITY, AND INDEPENDENCE

THROUGH ITS ADVANCED FACILITIES AND PROGRAMS. 
MAYOR PETTY CELEBRATED THE PROJECT'S COMPLETION, NOTING THAT BUILDING A NEW DOHERTY HIGH SCHOOL WAS ONE OF HIS LONG-

STANDING GOALS. AS THE DISTRICT COUNCILOR, ETEL HAXHIAJ ALSO MADE REMARKS ON HOW PROUD SHE IS THAT THE SCHOOL WILL OFFER
STUDENTS OPPORTUNITIES MANY CAN ONLY DREAM OF. THE COUNCILOR ALSO MADE A POINT TO MENTION THE THOUGHTFULNESS THAT HAD
GONE INTO ENSURING THAT THIS BUILDING IS ENVIRONMENTALLY SUSTAINABLE, SAFE, AND FILLED WITH OPPORTUNITIES WHICH IS EXACTLY

WHAT THE STUDENTS IN OUR COMMUNITY DESERVE. COUNCILOR HAXHIAJ, ALONG WITH MANY OTHERS WHO SPOKE, LOOK FORWARD TO SEEING
ALL THAT IS ACCOMPLISHED BY THE STUDENTS AND TEACHERS AT DOHERTY MEMORIAL HIGH SCHOOL.

Events in the Community
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DO’S & DON’T’S:
DO:

RAKE LEAVES INTO THE GUTTER JUST PRIOR TO OR ON THE WEEKEND PRIOR TO THE DATE THAT LEAF COLLECTION IS
SLATED TO BEGIN IN YOUR AREAL. RESIDENTS ARE ENCOURAGED TO TRACK DPW & P PROGRESS USING AN
INTERACTIVE MAP FOUND ON THE CITY WEBSITE AT: WWW.WORCESTERMA.GOV/ STREETS/ FALL-LEAF-COLLECTION.
ADDITIONAL HELPFUL INFORMATION, INCLUDING HOURS OF OPERATION FOR THE THREE DROP-OFF SITES, CAN ALSO
BE FOUND ON THE WEBSITE. RESIDENTS SHOULD AVOID RAKING LEAVES INTO THE STREET TOO EARLY AS IT MAY
COMPROMISE PUBLIC SAFETY, IMPEDE STREET DRAINAGE, AND IS A VIOLATION OF CITY ORDINANCE. 
MOVE PARKED CARS IN ACCORDANCE WITH SIGNAGE POSTINGS. VEHICLES THAT INTERFERE WITH LEAF COLLECTION
WILL RECEIVE A $ 50 CITATION AND MAY RESULT IN THE INABILITY TO COLLECT THE LEAVES IN THE STREET.
USE THE YARD WASTE DROP-OFF SITES TO AVOID WAITING FOR LEAF COLLECTION CREWS. THIS IS PARTICULARLY
APPROPRIATE FOR THOSE AREAS WHERE COLLECTION IS SCHEDULED NEARER TO THE END OF THE PROGRAM. 

DON'T:
DON'T RAKE LEAVES INTO THE GUTTER TOO EARLY. RESIDENTS SHOULD NOT RAKE LEAVES INTO THE GUTTER UNTIL
JUST BEFORE THEIR AREA IS EXPECTED TO BE SERVICED. 
DON'T PLACE BRUSH OR TREE LIMBS CURBSIDE FOR PICKUP. THIS MATERIAL MUST BE DISPOSED AT A YARD WASTE
SITE. 
DON'T PLACE LEAVES IN THE STREET AFTER IT HAS BEEN SWEPT. PLACING LEAVES IN THE STREET AFTER SWEEPING IS
COSTLY, VIOLATES CITY ORDINANCE, AND IS SUBJECT TO A FINE. CREWS WILL NOT RETURN TO STREETS WHERE
LEAVES WERE PLACED AFTER COLLECTION.
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FAQS:
DPW & P WILL USE THE LOCAL GOVERNMENT ACCESS CHANNEL 192 TO COMMUNICATE PROGRESS. 
DPW & P WILL ALSO USE SOCIAL MEDIA: X AND FACEBOOK TO ALERT THE PUBLIC WHERE LEAF
COLLECTION IS OCCURRING. 
RESIDENTS WHO HAVE QUESTIONS CONCERNING THE FALL LEAF COLLECTION PROGRAM ARE
ENCOURAGED TO CALL THE CUSTOMER SERVICE CENTER BY DIALING 311 OR 5O8-929- 1300,
MONDAY THROUGH FRIDAY, 8 A.M. TO 5 P.M.
SIGNAGE WILL BE PLACED 24 TO 48 HOURS IN ADVANCE OF COLLECTION.
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FALL 2024
WHEN IS MY LEAF COLLECTION?



WORCESTER'S CITY COUNCIL CONSISTS OF ELEVEN COUNCIL MEMBERS, INCLUDING 
THE MAYOR & COUNCILOR-AT-LARGE, JOSEPH M. PETTY. THESE ELEVEN ELECTED OFFICIALS SERVE AS THE LEGISLATIVE BODY OF

THE CITY. CITY COUNCIL MEMBERS ARE RESPONSIBLE FOR REPRESENTING THE INTERESTS AND NEEDS OF THEIR CITY AND
COMMUNITY. 

THERE ARE SIX COUNCILORS-AT-LARGE AND FIVE COUNCILORS THAT EACH REPRESENT A SPECIFIC DISTRICT IN WORCESTER
(DISTRICTS 1-5).

IF YOU ARE UNSURE OF WHO YOUR DISTRICT COUNCILOR IS, CLICK HERE TO FIND OUT!
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YOURCity CouncilorsCity Councilors

DISTRICT CITY COUNCILORS

DISTRICT 1
JENNY PACILLO

DISTRICT 2
CANDY MERO-CARLSON

DISTRICT 4
LUIS A. OJEDA, SR.

DISTRICT 3
GEORGE J. RUSSELL

DISTRICT 5
ETEL HAXHIAJ

MAYOR
JOSEPH M. PETTY

VICE CHAIRMAN
KHRYSTIAN E. KING

MORRIS A. 
BERGMAN

THU 
NGUYEN

KATHLEEN M. 
TOOMEY

DONNA M. 
COLORIO

AT-LARGE CITY COUNCILORS

https://geospatial.worcesterma.gov/FindMyCityCouncilor/
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MONDAY - OCTOBER 21 -
WHA COMMUNITY MEETING - LAFAYETTE STREET

TIME: 3:30 P.M.
WHERE: 2 LAFAYETTE STREET

TUESDAY - OCTOBER 22 -
MOUNT CARMEL ELDERLY APARTMENTS MEETING

TIME: 3:00 P.M.
WHERE: MOUNT CARMEL APARTMENTS, 50 SHREWSBURY STREET

WEDNESDAY - OCTOBER 23 -
UPSALA ELDER APARTMENTS NEIGHBORHOOD MEETING

TIME: 3:00 P.M.
WHERE: UPSALA ELDER APARTMENTS, 36 UPSALA STREET

WHITTIER TERRACE APARTMENTS NEIGHBORHOOD MEETING
TIME: 4:00 P.M.
WHERE: 86 AUSTIN STREET

QUINSIGAMOND VILLAGE NEIGHBORHOOD MEETING 
TIME: 6:00 P.M.
WHERE: THE JOURNEY COMMUNITY CHURCH, 46 GREENWOOD STREET

THURSDAY - OCTOBER 24 - 
COLUMBUS PARK NEIGHBORHOOD MEETING

TIME: 6:00 P.M.
WHERE: STEARNS TAVERN, 72 COES STREET

TATNUCK SQUARE TRAFFIC CALMING COMMUNITY MEETING
TIME: 6:00 P.M.
WHERE: CHRIST THE KING CATHOLIC CHURCH, 1052 PLEASANT ST., JOHNSON ROOM

SHREWSBURY STREET NEIGHBORHOOD MEETING
TIME: 7:00 P.M.
WHERE: MOUNT CARMEL APARTMENTS, 50 SHREWSBURY STREET

MONDAY - OCTOBER 28 - 
GREEN HILL NEIGHBORHOOD MEETING (LAST MEETING OF THE YEAR)

TIME: 6:30 P.M.
WHERE: ST. BERNARD’S CHURCH, 228 LINCOLN STREET


