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 Click here to watch this meeting!Click here to view the full agenda!
CITY COUNCIL MEETING - 11/12/2024

                              RECOMMEND AUTHORIZATION TO FILE
THE PROPOSED LEGISLATION TO INCREASE THE
MAXIMUM AGE OF ELIGIBILITY TO BE CERTIFIED FOR
ORIGINAL APPOINTMENT AS A POLICE OFFICER IN THE
CITY OF WORCESTER AT 39 YEARS OF AGE.
MAYOR PETTY READ THE ITEM AND MOVED FOR A ROLL
CALL VOTE TO ADOPT THE ITEM. ORDER ADOPTED ON A
ROLL CALL VOTE OF 11 YEAS AND 0 NAYS

ITEM 9.3A:
ITEM 4B:                       MAYOR PETTY READ A PROCLAMATION
DECLARING NOVEMBER 17, 2024 AS WORLD DAY OF
REMEMBRANCE FOR ROAD TRAFFIC VICTIMS IN THE
CITY. THE PROCLAMATION WAS PRESENTED TO KARIN
VALENTINE GOINS, WHO SPOKE CONCERNING THE ITEM.

AT THE CITY COUNCIL MEETING ON NOVEMBER 12TH,
MAYOR JOSEPH PETTY ISSUED A PROCLAMATION DECLARING
NOVEMBER 17, 2024, AS WORLD DAY OF REMEMBRANCE FOR
ROAD TRAFFIC VICTIMS IN THE CITY OF WORCESTER. THE
PROCLAMATION HONORS THE LIVES LOST AND THOSE AFFECTED
BY ROAD TRAFFIC INCIDENTS, EMPHASIZING THE IMPORTANCE OF
ROAD SAFETY AND AWARENESS. 
WORLD DAY OF REMEMBRANCE FOR ROAD TRAFFIC VICTIMS IS
PART OF A GLOBAL INITIATIVE TO ACKNOWLEDGE THE ONGOING
IMPACT OF TRAFFIC-RELATED TRAGEDIES. THE PROCLAMATION
WAS HANDED TO KARIN VALENTINE GOINS IN RECOGNITION OF
HER ADVOCACY FOR SAFER STREETS AND COMMUNITY SUPPORT.

AT THE NOVEMBER 12TH CITY COUNCIL MEETING,
THE WORCESTER CITY COUNCIL UNANIMOUSLY
APPROVED A RECOMMENDATION BY CITY
MANAGER ERIC BATISTA TO PURSUE LEGISLATION
RAISING THE MAXIMUM AGE FOR POLICE OFFICER
ELIGIBILITY FROM 32 TO 39. THE CHANGE AIMS TO
ADDRESS A SIGNIFICANT DECLINE IN APPLICANTS,
FROM 1,200–1,500 ANNUALLY TO JUST 200–250 IN
RECENT YEARS. MAYOR JOSEPH PETTY
INTRODUCED THE ITEM, AND EMPHASIZED THE
NEED TO EXPAND THE CANDIDATE POOL TO
BETTER SERVE THE COMMUNITY. THE PROPOSAL
MIRRORS SIMILAR STEPS TAKEN IN CITIES LIKE
BOSTON AND TAUNTON TO ADDRESS
RECRUITMENT CHALLENGES.

WORCESTER CITY COUNCIL UNANIMOUSLY
APPROVES RECOMMENDATION TO RAISE THE

MAXIMUM AGE FOR POLICE OFFICERS

WORCESTER PROCLAIMS 11/17/2024 AS WORLD DAY
OF REMEMBRANCE FOR ROAD TRAFFIC VICTIMS   

https://play.champds.com/worcesterma/event/2491
https://play.champds.com/worcesterma/event/2491
https://www.worcesterma.gov/agendas-minutes/city-council/2024/20241112.htm
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UPCOMING MEETINGS: 
TUESDAY, 11/19

@ 4:30 P.M. - ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT STANDING COMMITTEE MEETING
@ CITY HALL, ESTHER HOWLAND CHAMBER, 3RD FLOOR, 455 MAIN STREET
CLICK HERE TO VIEW FULL AGENDA!
CLICK HERE TO JOIN VIRTUALLY THE DAY OF!
Economic Development Standing Committee ZOOM Phone Number: (929) 205-6099
Economic Development Standing Committee ZOOM Access Code: 910 2676 6826

@ 6:30 P.M. - CITY COUNCIL MEETING 
@ CITY HALL, ESTHER HOWLAND CHAMBER, 3RD FLOOR, 455 MAIN STREET
CLICK HERE TO VIEW FULL AGENDA!
CLICK HERE TO JOIN VIRTUALLY THE DAY OF!
City Council ZOOM Phone Number: (929) 205 6099
City Council ZOOM Access Code: 917 2757 4825

WEDNESDAY, 11/20
@ 5:00 P.M. - TRAFFIC AND PARKING STANDING COMMITTEE MEETING 

@ CITY HALL, ESTHER HOWLAND CHAMBER, 3RD FLOOR, 455 MAIN STREET
CLICK HERE TO VIEW FULL AGENDA!
CLICK HERE TO JOIN VIRTUALLY THE DAY OF!
Traffic & Parking Standing Committee ZOOM Phone Number: (929) 205 6099
Traffic & Parking Standing Committee ZOOM Access Code:  928 9396 0051

@ 5:30 P.M. - PUBLIC SAFETY STANDING COMMITTEE MEETING
 @ CITY HALL, ESTHER HOWLAND CHAMBER, 3RD FLOOR, 455 MAIN STREET
CLICK HERE TO VIEW FULL AGENDA!
CLICK HERE TO JOIN VIRTUALLY THE DAY OF!
Public Safety Standing Committee ZOOM Phone Number: (929) 205-6099
Public Safety Standing Committee ZOOM Access Code:  875 4578 7380

Standing Committee Meetings
PUBLIC WORKS : MET ON WEDNESDAY, 11/13/2024 

CHAIRPERSON - COUNCILOR GEORGE J. RUSSELL - DISTRICT 3 CITY COUNCILOR
VICE CHAIRPERSON - COUNCILOR CANDY MERO-CARLSON - DISTRICT 2 CITY COUNCILOR 
COMMITTEE MEMBER - COUNCILOR JENNY PACILLO - DISTRICT 1 CITY COUNCILOR

CLICK HERE TO VIEW FULL AGENDA!
CLICK HERE TO VIEW MEETING!

CHAIRPERSON - COUNCILOR MORRIS A. BERGMAN - AT-LARGE CITY COUNCILOR
VICE CHAIRPERSON - COUNCILOR LUIS A. OJEDA -  DISTRICT 4 CITY COUNCILOR
COMMITTEE MEMBER - COUNCILOR DONNA M. COLORIO - AT-LARGE CITY COUNCILOR

CLICK HERE TO VIEW FULL AGENDA!
CLICK HERE TO VIEW MEETING!

MUNICIPAL AND LEGISLATIVE OPERATIONS: MET ON WEDNESDAY, 11/13/2024 

https://www.worcesterma.gov/city-council#7tmYypYT2Kgwk35B8ZroNA
https://www.worcesterma.gov/city-council#7tmYypYT2Kgwk35B8ZroNA
https://www.worcesterma.gov/agendas-minutes/standing-committees/economic-development/2024/20241119.htm
https://us06web.zoom.us/j/91026766826
https://www.worcesterma.gov/agendas-minutes/city-council/2024/20241119.htm
https://zoom.us/j/91727574825
https://www.worcesterma.gov/agendas-minutes/standing-committees/traffic-parking/2024/20241120.htm
https://zoom.us/j/92893960051
https://www.worcesterma.gov/agendas-minutes/standing-committees/public-safety/2024/20241120.htm
https://us06web.zoom.us/j/87545787380
https://www.worcesterma.gov/agendas-minutes/standing-committees/public-works/2024/20241113.htm
https://play.champds.com/worcesterma/event/2493
https://www.worcesterma.gov/agendas-minutes/standing-committees/municipal-legislative-operations/2024/20241113.htm
https://play.champds.com/worcesterma/event/2472
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Veterans’ Day Events in Worcester Veterans’ Day Events in Worcester 

ON MONDAY, NOVEMBER 11, WORCESTER HONORED ITS VETERANS
STARTING THE DAY OFF WITH THE ANNUAL VETERANS DAY PANCAKE
BREAKFAST AND PARADE. DRAWING AN IMPRESSIVE TURNOUT FROM
THE COMMUNITY, HUNDREDS GATHERED FOR THE COMPLIMENTARY

PANCAKE BREAKFAST IN THE HISTORIC ARMORY AND DR. JOE
ROBINSON, WORCESTER’S DIRECTOR OF VETERANS SERVICES,

NOTED THAT ATTENDANCE AT THE PARADE DOUBLED COMPARED TO
THE PREVIOUS YEAR, HIGHLIGHTING GROWING COMMUNITY

ENGAGEMENT. 

AFTER THE PARADE, MAYOR JOSEPH PETTY DELIVERED A
PROCLAMATION TO THE CROWD AND

 COUNCILOR  AT-LARGE KATE TOOMEY SPOKE, RECOGNIZING THE
INVALUABLE CONTRIBUTIONS OF WORCESTER’S VETERANS.

 SEVERAL OF THE CITY COUNCILORS, INCLUDING 
CANDY MERO-CARLSON, MORRIS A. BERGMAN, JENNY PACILLO, 

ETEL HAXHIAJ AND KHRYSTIAN E. KING, ATTENDED EVENTS
THROUGHOUT THE DAY AND EMPHAZISED THE SIGNIFICANCE OF

HONORING THE SACRIFICES OF SERVICE MEMBERS.  THE
COUNCILORS ALSO COMMENDED THE EVENTS AS A VITAL

OPPORTUNITY TO BRING THE COMMUNITY TOGETHER IN GRATITUDE
AND REFLECTION. THE DAY CONCLUDED WITH WREATH-LAYING

CEREMONIES AT THE VIETNAM VETERANS MEMORIAL AND THE
KOREAN WAR MEMORIAL, SYMBOLIZING THE CITY’S UNWAVERING

RESPECT FOR ITS HEROES.
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VAN GOGH WORCESTER PREVIEW RECEPTION & RIBBON CUTTING - 11/13
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AT WEDNESDAY’S PREVIEW EVENT AND RIBBON CUTTING CEREMONY FOR
 “VAN GOGH: THE IMMERSIVE EXPERIENCE” AT WORCESTER’S MERCANTILE CENTER, MAYOR

JOSEPH PETTY PRAISED THE EXHIBITION AS A TRANSFORMATIVE ADDITION TO THE
DOWNTOWN AREA. HE HIGHLIGHTED THE ROLE OF PUBLIC-PRIVATE PARTNERSHIPS IN

MAKING WORCESTER AN ATTRACTIVE LOCATION FOR INNOVATIVE, LARGE-SCALE EVENTS.
DISTRICT 2 CITY COUNCILOR CANDY MERO-CARLSON ALSO SHARED HER  ENTHUSIASM OF
THE EXHIBIT COMING TO WORCESTER, NOTING HOW SUCH ATTRACTIONS CONTRIBUTE TO
THE REVITALIZATION OF WORCESTER’S CITY CENTER. SHE EXPRESSED CONFIDENCE THAT

THE EXHIBIT WOULD NOT ONLY DRAW VISITORS FROM ACROSS MASSACHUSETTS BUT ALSO
BOOST LOCAL BUSINESSES. BOTH THE MAYOR AND COUNCILOR MERO-CARLSON

EMPHASIZED THAT THE EXHIBIT MARKS A MILESTONE IN THE ONGOING DEVELOPMENT OF
 WORCESTER AS A CULTURAL DESTINATION.

ON NOVEMBER 9TH, THE COMMUNITY 
CAME TOGETHER FOR AN IMPACTFUL 
DAY OF ACTIONLED BY
DISTRICT 4 CITY COUNCILOR LUIS OJEDA
AND THE WORCESTER GREEN CORPS. 
VOLUNTEERS WORKED HARD IN THE 
MILLBURY ST. AND KELLEY SQUARE AREA, COLLECTING AROUND  15 BAGS
OF LITTER WEIGHING 225 POUNDS. A SPECIAL THANKS GOES TO THE GREEN
CORPS VOLUNTEERS, ASSUMPTION COLLEGE GREENHOUNDS, AND
WORCESTER REGIONAL CHAMBER OF COMMERCE PRESIDENT AND CEO TIM
MURRAY FOR THEIR SUPPORT. THEIR EFFORTS MADE A REAL DIFFERENCE
HELPING TO MAKE WORCESTER A CLEANER, GREENER PLACE!

MILLBURY STREET NIGHBORHOOD
 CLEAN-UP - 11/9



COUNCILOR AT-LARGE KHRYSTIAN KING PARTICIPATED AS A SPECIAL GUEST
SPEAKER IN A SERIES FOR JUNIORS ENROLLED IN THE BIOMEDICAL PROGRAM AT

WORCESTER TECHNICAL HIGH SCHOOL. THE COUNCILOR SHARED PERSONAL
STORIES FROM HIS HIGH SCHOOL YEARS, REFLECTING ON THE POSITIVE AND

NEGATIVE INFLUENCES THAT SHAPED HIS JOURNEY. BY RECOUNTING CHALLENGES
AND TRIUMPHS, HE ENCOURAGED STUDENTS TO REMAIN FOCUSED, RESILIENT, AND

OPEN TO OPPORTUNITIES. HE EMPHASIZED THE IMPORTANCE OF MENTORSHIP, HARD
WORK, AND COMMUNITY SUPPORT IN BUILDING A PROFESSIONAL CAREER. THE
SESSION CONCLUDED WITH AN ENGAGING Q&A SESSION, LEAVING STUDENTS

INSPIRED TO PURSUE THEIR GOALS WITH DETERMINATION.
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WORCESTER TECHNICAL HIGH SCHOOL
SPECIAL SPEAKER SERIES - 11/15
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 ON THE FIFTH ANNIVERSARY OF LT. JASON MENARD'S DEATH IN THE LINE OF
DUTY, THE CITY OF WORCESTER HONORED LT. MENARD WITH A

REMEMBRANCE CEREMONY AND MEMORIAL DEDICATION IN FRONT OF THE
MCKEON ROAD FIRE STATION.  

DURING THE SOLEMN CEREMONY COMMEMORATING LT. JASON MENARD’S
BRAVERY, MAYOR JOSEPH PETTY HONORED MENARD’S SACRIFICE,

RECOGNIZING HIM AS THE “EMBODIMENT OF A HERO” AND HIGHLIGHTING
THE CITY’S UNWAVERING RESPECT FOR THOSE WHO SERVE SELFLESSLY.

THE MAYOR ALSO ACKNOWLEDGED MENARD'S ULTIMATE SACRIFICE,
ENSURING THAT THE CITY WOULD REMEMBER HIS DEDICATION TO BOTH HIS

FAMILY AND FELLOW FIREFIGHTERS. 
COUNCILOR AT-LARGE KATE TOOMEY, CHAIRPERSON OF THE PUBLIC

SAFETY STANDING COMMITTEE, SPOKE AS WELL ABOUT THE ENDURING
IMPACT OF MENARD’S ACTIONS ON THE COMMUNITY, EMPHASIZING HIS

LEGACY OF COURAGE AND COMPASSION. THE COUNCILOR REFLECTED ON
THE SELFLESSNESS MENARD DEMONSTRATED ON THAT TRAGIC NIGHT,

PROTECTING HIS FELLOW FIREFIGHTERS.
 THE CEREMONY CONCLUDED WITH A 21-GUN SALUTE, THE PLAYING OF

"AMAZING GRACE" ON BAGPIPES AND A “LAST ALARM” BELL, EACH
SYMBOLIZING THE LASTING TRIBUTE TO MENARD'S SERVICE AND HEROISM. 

THE MEMORIAL, UNVEILED BY DISTRICT CHIEF MICHAEL PAPAGNI AND
MENARD’S FELLOW FIREFIGHTERS, FEATURES A BRONZE PLAQUE WITH

MENARD’S LIKENESS, CAPTURING HIS SPIRIT AND BRAVERY, ALONGSIDE A
BENCH ADORNED WITH BRONZED CASTS OF LT. MENARD’S BOOTS,

SUNGLASSES AND BALL CAP.

 WFD LT. JASON MENARD MEMORIAL 
DEDICATION CEREMONY/FIVE YEAR REMEMBRANCE - 11/13

PHOTO CREDIT: RICK CINCLAIR/TELEGRAM & GAZETTE 11/14/2024 

WORCESTER FIRE DEPARTMENT
LIEUTENANT JASON MENARD

APRIL 4, 1980 — NOVEMBER 13, 2019
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THE WORLD DAY OF REMEMBRANCE FOR ROAD TRAFFIC
VICTIMS IS A GLOBAL EVENT HELD EVERY THIRD SUNDAY OF
NOVEMBER TO HONOR THOSE WHO HAVE LOST THEIR LIVES

OR HAVE BEEN IMPACTED BY ROADWAY CRASHES.

WORCESTER HAS EXPERIENCED A TRAGIC YEAR ON ITS
ROADWAYS, WITH A NUMBER OF FATALITIES AND SERIOUS

INJURIES.

 RESIDENTS AND ELECTED OFFICIALS, INCLUDING 
DISTRICT 5 CITY COUNCILOR ETEL HAXHIAJ WHO HELPED

TO ORGANIZE THE EVENT AND MAYOR JOSEPH PETTY,
GATHERED TO HONOR VICTIMS AND REAFFIRM THEIR

COMMITMENT TO THE WORCESTER VISION ZERO PLAN,
WHICH AIMS TO ELIMINATE ROADWAY DEATHS AND SEVERE

INJURIES. 

THE EVENT TOOK PLACE OUTSIDE THE WORCESTER
AUDITORIUM AND ATTENDEES WERE ENCOURAGED 
TO WEAR YELLOW, SYMBOLIZING TRAFFIC SAFETY.
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2024 WORLD DAY OF REMEMBRANCE - 
FOR ROAD TRAFFIC VICTIMS  - 11/17

CERTIFICATE OF ACHIEVEMENT PRESENTATION AT
 WORCESTER ACADEMY - AMIR JENKINS & AVAH ORTIZ  - 11/15

AT THE WORCESTER ACADEMY STUDENT ASSEMBLY HELD ON
NOVEMBER 15, COUNCILOR KHRYSTIAN KING PROUDLY PRESENTED

CERTIFICATES OF ACHIEVEMENT TO
 AMIR JENKINS AND AVAH ORTIZ. 

BOTH STUDENTS WERE RECOGNIZED FOR THEIR EXCEPTIONAL
ACCOMPLISHMENTS AND DEDICATION IN THEIR RESPECTIVE FIELDS.
COUNCILOR KING COMMENDED AMIR AND AVAH FOR EXEMPLIFYING

THE VALUES OF HARD WORK AND PERSEVERANCE. THE RECOGNITION
HIGHLIGHTED THE IMPORTANCE OF NURTURING TALENT AND

APPLAUDING STUDENT ACHIEVEMENTS WITHIN THE COMMUNITY.

AMIR WAS AWARDED A GOLD MEDAL AS A MEMBER OF THE
 2024 USA BASKETBALL MEN'S U18 3X3 NATIONAL TEAM THAT

COMPETED THIS PAST AUGUST AT THE FIBA 3X3 U18 WORLD CUP IN
DEBRECEN, HUNGARY.

AVAH WAS AWARDED A SILVER MEDAL AS A MEMBER OF THE USA TAP
TEAM THAT PARTICIPATED IN THE INTERNATIONAL DANCE

ORGANIZATION  2024 WORLD TAP DANCE CHAMPIONSHIPS IN PRAGUE,
CZECH REPUBLIC LAST MONTH.

 THANK YOU TO AMIR AND AVAH FOR MAKING WORCESTER PROUD! 
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FALL 2024
WHEN IS MY LEAF COLLECTION?



WORCESTER'S CITY COUNCIL CONSISTS OF ELEVEN COUNCIL MEMBERS, INCLUDING 
THE MAYOR & COUNCILOR-AT-LARGE, JOSEPH M. PETTY. THESE ELEVEN ELECTED OFFICIALS SERVE AS THE LEGISLATIVE BODY OF

THE CITY. CITY COUNCIL MEMBERS ARE RESPONSIBLE FOR REPRESENTING THE INTERESTS AND NEEDS OF THEIR CITY AND
COMMUNITY. 

THERE ARE SIX COUNCILORS-AT-LARGE AND FIVE COUNCILORS THAT EACH REPRESENT A SPECIFIC DISTRICT IN WORCESTER
(DISTRICTS 1-5).

IF YOU ARE UNSURE OF WHO YOUR DISTRICT COUNCILOR IS, CLICK HERE TO FIND OUT!
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YOURCity CouncilorsCity Councilors

DISTRICT CITY COUNCILORS

DISTRICT 1
JENNY PACILLO

DISTRICT 2
CANDY MERO-CARLSON

DISTRICT 4
LUIS A. OJEDA, SR.

DISTRICT 3
GEORGE J, RUSSELL

DISTRICT 5
ETEL HAXHIAJ

MAYOR
JOSEPH M. PETTY

VICE CHAIRMAN
KHRYSTIAN E. KING

MORRIS A. 
BERGMAN

THU 
NGUYEN

KATHLEEN M. 
TOOMEY

DONNA M. 
COLORIO

AT-LARGE CITY COUNCILORS

https://geospatial.worcesterma.gov/FindMyCityCouncilor/


MONDAY- NOVEMBER 18 -
WHA COMMUNITY MEETING - BELMONT STREET

TIME: 3:30 P.M.
WHERE: 40 BELMONT STREET

VERNON STREET WINTER PARKING BAN DISCUSSION
TIME: 6:00 P.M.
WHERE: VIRTUAL MEETING VIA ZOOM: 

HTTPS://US06WEB.ZOOM.US/J/89146377117?PWD=6FQAMQH68ACNVZRNHZ4RF5GG0GUHQ7.1
MEETING ID: 891 4637 7117 
PASSCODE: 564982 

TUESDAY - NOVEMBER 19 - 
UPSALA STREET ELDERLY APARTMENTS TENANT MEETING

TIME: 3:00 P.M.
WHERE: 36 UPSALA STREET, BASEMENT COMMUNITY ROOM

WEDNESDAY - NOVEMBER 20 - 
MOUNT CARMEL ELDERLY APARTMENTS TENANT MEETING

TIME: 3:00 P.M.
WHERE: 50 SHREWSBURY STREET, FIRST FLOOR COMMUNITY ROOM

INDIAN LAKE NEIGHBORHOOD MEETING
TIME: 6:00 P.M.
WHERE: PANERA BREAD, 120 GOLD STAR BOULEVARD

NEWTON SQUARE NEIGHBORHOOD MEETING
TIME: 6:30 P.M.
WHERE: BLESSED SACRAMENT CHURCH, 551 PLEASANT STREET

BROWN SQUARE NEIGHBORHOOD MEETING
TIME: 7:00 P.M.
WHERE: THE BROWN SQUARE CIVIC CLUB, 639 FRANKLIN ST, WORCESTER MA

NORTHERN LINCOLN STREET NEIGHBORHOOD MEETING
TIME: 7:00 P.M.
WHERE: LIVING WORD CHURCH OF WORCESTER, 30 TYLER PRENTICE ROAD

THURSDAY-NOVEMBER 21 - 
MILL STREET AREA NEIGHBORHOOD MEETING

TIME:  6:00 P.M.
WHERE: STEARNS TAVERN, 72 COES STREET

SOUTH LENOX STREET NEIGHBORHOOD MEETING
TIME: 6:00 P.M. 
WHERE: FIRST CONGREGATIONAL CHURCH, 1070 PLEASANT STREET

UNION HILL NEIGHBORHOOD MEETING
TIME: 6:00 P.M.
WHERE: WORCESTER ACADEMY, 81 PROVIDENCE STREET, WARNER HALL

FRIDAY - NOVEMBER 22 -
WHA - 1050/1060 MAIN STREET MEET & GREET WITH DISTRICT 4 CITY COUNCILOR LUIS A. OJEDA

TIME: 3:30 - 5:30 P.M.
WHERE: 1060 MAIN STREET

MONDAY - NOVEMBER 25 - 
WHA - WHITTIER TERRACE MEET & GREET WITH DISTRICT 4 CITY COUNCILOR LUIS A. OJEDA

TIME: 3:00 - 4:00 P.M.
WHERE: WHITTIER TERRACE (86 AUSTIN ST, WORCESTER, MA  01609)

 CITY COUNCIL
WEEKLY SUMMARY

PAGE| 09

CITY OF WORCESTER

VOLUME 1, ISSUE 10


