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AN ORDINANCE AMENDING THE WORCESTER ZONING 
ORDINANCE ADOPTED APRIL 2, 1991, RELATIVE TO 

REGISTERED MARIJUANA DISPENSARIES 
 
 
 Be it ordained by the City Council of the City of Worcester as follows: 
 
SECTION 1. The City of Worcester Zoning Ordinance is hereby amended by inserting in 

Article I, Section 2 after the definition of “REFUSE TRANSFER 
STATION FACILITY,” the following new definition: 

 
 REGISTERED MARIJUANA DISPENSARY (RMD) – A building or 

structure used for a medical marijuana treatment center approved and 
licensed by the Massachusetts Department of Public Health pursuant to 105 
CMR 725.000, owned and operated by a not-for-profit entity registered 
under 105 CMR 725.100, that acquires, cultivates, possesses, processes 
(including development of related products such as marijuana-infused 
products, tinctures, aerosols, oils, or ointments), transfers, transports, sells, 
distributes, dispenses, or administers marijuana, products containing 
marijuana, related supplies, or educational materials to registered qualifying 
patients or their personal caregivers. Unless otherwise specified, RMD 
refers to the site(s) of dispensing, cultivation, and preparation of marijuana. 

 
SECTION 2. The City of Worcester Zoning Ordinance is hereby amended by inserting 

in Article IV, Section 2, Table 4.1 – Business Uses, the following new line 
30. Registered Marijuana Dispensary: 

 
30. Registered Marijuana Dispensary (provided, not within 300 feet of a residential district 
in BG and MG districts. See, Notes to Table 4.1, Note 13) 

 
SECTION 3. The City of Worcester Zoning Ordinance is hereby amended by inserting 

in Article IV, Section 2, Table 4.1 – Business Uses, the following new line 
31. Registered Marijuana Dispensary, without cultivation operations: 

 
31. Registered Marijuana Dispensary, without cultivation operations and within 300 feet of 
a residential district (See, Notes to Table 4.1, Note 13) 
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SECTION 4. The City of Worcester Zoning Ordinance is hereby amended by inserting 

in Article IV, Section 2, Table 4.1, Notes to Table 4.1, the following new 
Note 13: 

 
 Note 13. No Registered Marijuana Dispensary, with or without 

cultivation operations shall be sited within a radius of three hundred feet of 
a public or private, primary or secondary school, licensed daycare center, 
public library, public park or playground, or another RMD. The 300’ 
distance under this note shall be measured in a straight line from the nearest 
point of the facility in question to the nearest point of the proposed RMD. 

 

 

In City Council       December 3, 2013 
 
Passed to be Ordained by a yea and nay vote of Ten Yeas and No Nays. 
 
 
 
 

 

A Copy. Attest: David J. Rushford  
 City Clerk 
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