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COVID+ Data 
in Worcester

Sources: 

• Worcester Department of Public Health 
(12/30)

• Massachusetts Department of Public Health 
(12/24)

• UMMHC The Office of Clinical Integration 
(12/22)



As of 12/30/20, there have 
been 14,534 total 
confirmed positive cases of 
COVID-19 in Worcester. 

Sources: Massachusetts Department of Public Health
Worcester Department of Public Health. 12.30.2020



State EOC Report Released 12.24



Office of Integrated Surveillance and Informatics Services
Bureau of Infectious Disease and Laboratory Sciences 12.30



Black or African American Individuals make up 13% of the 
City’s Population and 18% of the City’s COVID+ Cases (12/21)

UMMHC The Office of Clinical Integration 12.21.2020



The Black 
Community is 
seeing less 
positivity in 
the second 
wave (15% of 
total) vs. the 
first wave 
(20% of total)



The Black Community has seen the largest population of 
positive cases among the 40-49 year old age group (21%)

UMMHC The Office of Clinical Integration 12.31.2020

Youth 0-17 
make up 10%
of the City’s 

Total COVID+ 
Cases. 

Black youth 
make up 13%
of this total.



Positivity among All Races 
including the Black Race has 
been increasing over time 
in the younger age groups 
0-17, 18-23 and 24-29

All Race and Ethnicities

Black Race Only

Cases per week are 
surpassing the first 
wave with the 
younger population 
(green) most heavily 
affected

Note: Green Bars Include Covid Positive Cases Below Age 50, Tan/Orange Bars are Age Group Above Age 50



All Cases YTD Black Cases YTD

Union Hill is the top neighborhood for COVID+ cases for all cases, as well as for the Black Population

Top 3: Union Hill; Chandler St./Park Ave; UMass Med. 
School/Lake Ave. 

Top 3: Union Hill; Bell Hill; Lincoln Village



Black Covid
Positive 
Cases are 
Most 
Prevalent 
Union Hill, 
Bell Hill, and 
Lincoln 
Village



Prevalence Rate of COVID-19 in Worcester is 
7.1% for the City’s total population

Asian:
• 4.3%

White: 
• 5.5% 

Black or 
African 
American:
• 8.7%

Hispanic or 
Latino:
• 10.8%

UMMHC The Office of Clinical Integration 12.21.2020



When can I 
get the 
vaccine?



Our state workforce is 25 percent people of color, but those in 
frontline industries are 32 percent people of color. 

Schuster, L., Mattos, T. 2020. A Profile of Frontline Workers in Massachusetts. Boston Indicators. https://www.bostonindicators.org/article-pages/2020/april/frontline_workers

7% 12% 9% 19% 10% 5%
14% 12%



Phase 1: (December 2020 – February 2021)

Step 1: Clinical and non-clinical health care workers 
doing direct and COVID-facing care

Step 2: Long term care facilities, rest homes and 
assisted living facilities

Step 3: Emergency medical services, police, and fire

Step 4: Congregate care settings

Step 5: Home-based health care workers

Step 6: Health care workers doing non-COVID-facing 
care

Including: COVID-19 testers; COVID-19 vaccinators and support 
staff for a COVID vaccination clinic; Medical Reserve Corps who 
are called up to vaccinate or other COVID facing direct care 
work; COVID facing Hospice/palliative care professionals; COVID 
facing laboratorians; COVID facing imaging professions; 
emergent employees (manufacturing COVID vaccine)

Including: all interfacility transport workers, MedFlight staff

Including: Shelters and Corrections

Including: PT/OT/SLP therapists who work with medically 
complex home students

When can I get the COVID-19 vaccine? | Mass.gov

https://www.mass.gov/info-details/when-can-i-get-the-covid-19-vaccine


Step 6: Health care workers doing non-COVID-facing care 

Dentists/dental 
students Medical students Physical therapists Interpreters who 

work in hospitals

Behavioral health 
clinicians not already 
covered in congregate 

care or direct care

Non- COVID facing 
Laboratorians

Blood donation 
workers

Organ donation 
procurement worker

Hospice/palliative 
care professionals

Non-COVID facing 
Imaging Professionals

Dialysis center 
workers and patients

Audiologists and 
speech and language 

pathologists
Podiatrists

(unless routinely working with COVID-19 positive or suspect patients, in which case 
should be considered COVID-facing)



Phase 1 Vaccination Settings:

Most health care workers and first responders will be vaccinated at their place of employment

Individuals living and working in long term care will be vaccinated as part of the Federal 
Pharmacy Partnership Program (CVS and Walgreens)

Vaccination for individuals in other congregate settings (e.g., group homes, shelters, 
corrections) will be coordinated by the management of those facilities

Many additional vaccination administration sites will be made available for other populations



Phase 2: (February-March 2021)

Step 1: Individuals with 2+ co-morbid conditions (high risk for COVID-19 complications)

Step 2: Other workers
• Including: early education, K-12, transit, grocery, utility, food and agriculture, restaurant and cafe workers; 

employees across the food, beverages, agriculture, consumer goods, retail, and foodservice sectors; 
meatpackers; sanitation, public works and public health workers, vaccine development workers, food pantry 
workers, Uber/Lyft/ride share services/pharmacy delivery drivers (under transit/transportation workers), 
workers in the passenger ground transportation industry (e.g. paratransit for people with disabilities, food 
delivery, non-urgent medical transport; convenience store workers (under grocery workers); water and 
wastewater utility staff

Step 3: Adults 65+

Step 4: Individuals with one co-morbid condition



CDC’s Comorbid Diseases and Conditions

Certain Medical Conditions and Risk for Severe COVID-19 Illness | CDC

Adults of any age with the following conditions are at increased risk of severe illness from the virus that 
causes COVID-19:

• Cancer
• Chronic kidney disease
• COPD (chronic obstructive pulmonary disease)
• Heart conditions, such as heart failure, coronary artery disease, or cardiomyopathies
• Immunocompromised state (weakened immune system) from solid organ transplant
• Obesity (body mass index [BMI] of 30 kg/m2 or higher but < 40 kg/m2)
• Severe Obesity (BMI ≥ 40 kg/m2)
• Pregnancy
• Sickle cell disease
• Smoking
• Type 2 diabetes mellitus

https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/need-extra-precautions/people-with-medical-conditions.html


CDC’s Comorbid Diseases and Conditions

Certain Medical Conditions and Risk for Severe COVID-19 Illness | CDC

Adults of any age with the following conditions might be at an increased risk for severe illness from the virus 
that causes COVID-19:

• Asthma (moderate-to-severe)
• Cerebrovascular disease (affects blood vessels and blood supply to the brain)
• Cystic fibrosis
• Hypertension or high blood pressure
• Immunocompromised state (weakened immune system) from blood or bone marrow transplant, immune 

deficiencies, HIV, use of corticosteroids, or use of other immune weakening medicines
• Neurologic conditions, such as dementia
• Liver disease
• Overweight (BMI > 25 kg/m2, but < 30 kg/m2)
• Pulmonary fibrosis (having damaged or scarred lung tissues)
• Thalassemia (a type of blood disorder)
• Type 1 diabetes mellitus

https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/need-extra-precautions/people-with-medical-conditions.html


Phase 3: 
(Starting 
April 2021)

• The vaccine is expected to be available to the general 
public.
• Including: Higher education workers, including 

administrators, teaching and non-teaching staff; 
Bottled beverage industry workers; Veterinarians; 
Funeral directors and funeral workers; 911 
Dispatch employees

• Phase 3 vaccination settings:
• Once the vaccine is available to the general 

public, public vaccine clinics will be available on 
the CDC’s interactive website: vaccinefinder.org. 
You will also be able to check with your primary 
care provider, local pharmacy or local health 
department.

https://vaccinefinder.org/


Contact us with 
questions!

• Commissioner Dr. Castiel: castielm@worcesterma.gov
• Domenica Perrone, Project Manager: perroned@worcesterma.gov
• State’s Vaccine Roll-Out Phases will be updated Tuesdays and Thursdays 

by 5pm in response to questions submitted via COVID-19-Vaccine-Plan-
MA@mass.gov.
• Public vaccine clinics will be available on the CDC’s interactive 

website: vaccinefinder.org

mailto:castielm@worcesterma.gov
mailto:perroned@worcesterma.gov
mailto:COVID-19-Vaccine-Plan-MA@mass.gov
https://vaccinefinder.org/

