
 

The following items will be discussed at the meeting of the 
Standing Committee on Teaching, Learning and Student 

Supports to be held on Wednesday, June 8, 2016 at 7:30 a.m. in 
Room 410 at the Durkin Administration Building: 

 
gb #2-36  -  Ms. Novick/Mr. O’Connell/Mr. Monfredo  (January 25, 2012) 
 
To review the status of the curriculum review process. 

 
gb #4-294  -  Administration   (October 27, 2014) 
 
To share information on the elementary Report Card Pilot. 

 



          ITEM:  gb #2-36 
 
STANDING COMMITTEE:  TEACHING, LEARNING AND STUDENT SUPPORTS 
 
DATE OF MEETING: Wednesday, June 8, 2016 
 
 
ITEM:  Ms. Novick/Mr. O’Connell/Mr. Monfredo  (January 25, 2012) 
 
To review the status of the curriculum review process. 
 
 

 
 
PRIOR ACTION: 
 
2-2-12  - Referred to the Standing Committee on Teaching, Learning and 

Student Supports. 
2-16-12  - It was moved and voice voted to request that the Administration 

provide budget recommendations in connection with advisable 
expenditures associated with the Curriculum Renewal in each 
particular subject area for the 2013 fiscal year, including but not 
limited to staff development, curriculum materials and focused 
instructional coaches. 

3-6-12  - Miss Biancheria made the following motion: 
 Request that the Administration forward a copy of Annex A, page 1 

together with any specific dates when they are established to the 
Parent/Teacher Organizations, Site Councils and Citywide Parent 
Planning Advisory Council. 

 On a voice vote, the motion was approved. 
 (Continued on page 2). 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
BACKUP:   
 
Annex A  (2 pages) contains a copy of the proposed Business Technology and 

Communications Skills course form. 
Annex B  (2 pages) contains a copy of the proposed Presentation Skills course form. 
Annex C  (2 pages) contains a copy of the proposed AP Computer Science Principals 

course form. 
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PRIOR ACTION  (continued) 
 
4-10-12  - STANDING COMMITTEE ON TEACHING, LEARNING AND 

STUDENT SUPPORTS 
 (Considered with gb #2-52). 
 Miss Biancheria made the following motion: 
 Request that the Administration include funding for the FY13 Arts 

Programs and keep in mind the importance of adequate supplies 
within the Visual Arts Program. 

 On a voice vote, the motion was approved. 
 Mr. Monfredo made the following motion: 
 Request that the Administration pursue options available for funding 

through Arts Grants and, if available, monitor and assist the 
members of the Visual Arts Department in applying for such grants. 

 On a voice vote, the motion was approved. 
 Mr. Monfredo made the following motion: 
 Request that the Minimum Admission Requirements for Admission 

to Massachusetts State Colleges and the University of 
Massachusetts, as contained in Annex A, page 7, be distributed to 
the PTOs and also placed on the Worcester Public Schools’ website. 

 On a voice vote, the motion was approved. 
 Miss Biancheria made the following motion: 
 Request that the Administration prepare recommendations regarding 

supplementary instructional time including, but not limited to, 
afterschool and Saturday sessions to assist students in mastering 
the more rigorous requirements for admission to Massachusetts 
State Colleges and the University of Massachusetts as set forth by 
the Massachusetts Board of Higher Education. 

 On a voice vote, the motion was approved. 
 It was moved and voice voted to approve the Administration’s 

recommendation with regard to the high school course revision 
requirements set forth in Annex A, pages 1 and 2. 

 It was moved and voice voted to hold gb #2-36 and file gb #2-52. 
4-26-12  - SCHOOL COMMITTEE MEETING  - The School Committee 

approved the action of the Standing Committee as amended. 
 Miss Biancheria made the following motion: 
 Request that the Administration include funding for the FY13 Arts 

Programs and keep in mind the importance of adequate supplies 
within the Visual Arts Program. 

 On a voice vote, the motion was approved. 
 Mr. Monfredo made the following motion: 
 Request that the Administration pursue options available for funding 

through Arts Grants and, if available, monitor and assist the 
members of the Visual Arts Department in applying for such grants. 

 On a voice vote, the motion was approved. 
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PRIOR ACTION  (continued) 
 
4-26-12  - Mr. Monfredo made the following motion: 
(continued) Request that the Minimum Admission Requirements for Admission 

to Massachusetts State Colleges and the University of 
Massachusetts, as contained in Annex A, page 7, be distributed to 
the PTOs and also placed on the Worcester Public Schools’ website. 

 On a voice vote, the motion was approved. 
 Miss Biancheria made the following motion: 
 Request that the Administration prepare recommendations regarding 

supplementary instructional time including, but not limited to, 
afterschool and Saturday sessions to assist students in mastering 
the more rigorous requirements for admission to Massachusetts 
State Colleges and the University of Massachusetts as set forth by 
the Massachusetts Board of Higher Education. 

 On a voice vote, the motion was approved. 
 It was moved and voice voted to approve the Administration’s 

recommendation with regard to the high school course revision 
requirements set forth in Annex A, pages 1 and 2. 

  It was moved and voice voted to hold gb #2-36 and file gb #2-52. 
 Ms. Novick suggested that the Administration review the 

kindergarten report card to make certain that parents receive 
feedback on social studies and science. 

5-30-12  - Mrs. Leach provided a status report on the curriculum review process 
for the Performing Arts. 
Mrs. Goldstein provided a status report on the curriculum review 
process for English Language Arts. 
Ms. Colorio asked the Administration about the makeup of the 
various stakeholder groups. 
Dr. Mulqueen indicated that he has a compendium which contains a 
detailed description of the curriculum review process including the 
makeup of the stakeholder groups. 

 HOLD. 
1-31-13  - STANDING COMMITTEE ON TEACHING, LEARNING AND 

STUDENT SUPPORT 
 Hold. 
2-7-13  - SCHOOL COMMITTEE MEETING  - The School Committee 

approved the action of the Standing Committee as amended. 
 Ms. Novick requested that the math liaison do the same presentation 

that she did at the CPPAC for the Standing Committee on Teaching, 
Learning and Student Supports when the item is discussed. 

 It was moved and voice voted to hold the item. 
3-27-13  - STANDING COMMITTEE ON TEACHING, LEARNING AND 

STUDENT SUPPORTS 
(Considered with gb #2-227) 
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PRIOR ACTION  (continued) 

 
3-27-13  - Dr. Rodrigues introduced the item and Dr. Meade-Montague  
(continued) introduced the topic of the Common Core State Standards Initiatives. 
  Mrs. Goldstein, English Language Arts Liaison, spoke about the 

Common Core State Standards Initiatives in English. 
Ms. Thompson, Mathematics Liaison, spoke about the Common 
Core State Standards Initiatives in Mathematics. 
Miss Biancheria made the following motions: 
Request that the Administration provide a report as to the number of 
hours of Professional Development provided to teachers and other 
staff members who are currently working with students by site and 
by position for both ELA and mathematics. 
Request that the Administration provide a statement as to the funding 
sources utilized in connection with the Professional Development 
programs being offered with regard to curriculum revision in both 
ELA and mathematics including consultants. 
On a voice vote, the motions were approved. 
Mr. Monfredo made the following motions: 
Request that the Administration provide a report during the course of 
curriculum development as to what has been determined by the 
Administration to have worked effectively and report on a mid-year 
and end-of-year basis in connection with ELA and mathematics. 
On a voice vote, the motion was approved. 
Mr. O'Connell made the following motions: 
To invite the Administration to include as backup for the Standing 
Committee on Teaching, Learning and Student Supports the 
individualized reports presented by the English Language Arts and 
Mathematics liaisons. 

 Request that the Administration provide general guidance as to 
 timelines for review of the evolving curriculum and also a 

recommendation as to when the Standing Committee should meet 
to discuss the continuing evolution of the curriculum with phases 3, 
4 and 5. 
Request that the Administration include in the FY14 Budget 
recommendations of any particular initiatives, staff development 
programs or other particular resources that the Administration deems 
appropriate for the continuing curriculum evolution. 
On a voice vote, the motions were approved. 
Miss Biancheria made the following motion: 
Request that the Administration provide a summary of the pilot 
programs at Rice Square School, Goddard School of Science and 
Technology and Wawecus Road School for grades 2 and 3 in June. 
On a voice vote, the motion was approved. 
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PRIOR ACTION  (continued) 

 
10-29-13  - Mr. Monfredo made the following motions: 
 Request that the Administration provide information with regard to 

academic choices available within the middle schools to parents of 
all grade 5 and 6 students and to the students themselves in the 
respective schools. 

 Request that the Administration use Connect-Ed to notify the parents 
of 5th and 6th graders about activities available to them in the middle 
schools. 

 Request that the Administration provide notice to the School 
Committee with regard to the timing of the events and the content of 
the Connect-Ed notice. 

 On a voice vote, the motions were approved. 
 Miss Biancheria made the following motions: 
 Request that the School Committee refer to the Standing Committee 

on Finance and Operations the topic of issuance of additional bus 
passes for after school use by students in the middle schools. 

 Request that the Administration notify Mr. O’Neil of the WRTA 
regarding the feasibility of securing additional bus passes. 

 Request that the Administration consider establishment of 
supplemental arts programs at the middle school level and refer this 
topic to the Budget. 

 On a voice vote, the motions were approved. 
11-25-13  - Dr. Rodrigues introduced Phyllis Goldstein, English Liaison, and 

Kathy Berube, Science Liaison, to make presentations on the status 
of the curriculum review process in the Worcester Public Schools. 

 Ms. Berube explained the next generation science standards and 
indicated that the frameworks have been adopted. 

 Miss Biancheria made the following motions: 
 Request that the Administration inform the School Committee 

regarding the on-going status of State Standardized Testing in 
science, indicating changes in MCAS and the science component of 
PARCC.  

 Request that the Administration forward a letter to DESE stressing 
the need to maintain courses in Biology, Chemistry, Physics and 
English as areas central to science development. 

 Request that the Administration provide an update on standardized 
testing and curricular expectations in Science. 

 Request that the report disseminated at the meeting be forwarded to 
the President of the CPPAC. 

 On a voice vote, the motions were approved. 
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PRIOR ACTION  (continued) 

 
9-2-14  - Tamisha Thompson made a presentation on the status of the 

Mathematics Curriculum Review Cycle. 
Mr. O’Connell made the following motions: 

 Request that the Standing Committee approve the Administration’s 
recommendation to adopt “Go Math” to be implemented as a 
systemwide pilot program for 2014-15. 

 Request that the Administration report back to the Standing 
Committee on Teaching, Learning and Student Supports, at the 
conclusion of the pilot program, as to whether or not “Go Math” 
should be recommended for adoption by the School Committee. 

 On a voice vote, the motions were approved. 
6-23-15  - It was moved and voice voted to approve the adoption of the Go Math 

curriculum and the resources and materials related to it for the year 
2015 and thereafter. 
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Date of Request: 6/2/16 Requesting School/ Office: North High School 
 

Proposed Course Name: Business Technology and Communication Skills 

Required Prerequisite Course/s: None 
 

 

Proposed Course Department 

Select one  Is proposed course a Career/Vocational Technical Course  

Core 

Course 

Core 

Elective Yes No 

(if yes check one) 

Chapter 74 Non-Chapter 74 

Business   X   X   Application in process  
 

 

Proposed Course Description: In the course students will be introduced to various business and technology skills 

to allow them to safely and efficiently complete multiple tasks required in a business atmosphere.  The curriculum 

is derived from the Business and Consumer Services Occupational Cluster from the Massachusetts Vocational 

Technical Education Framework.  This Business Technology sequence course prepares students to focus on the 

management, strategic planning, implementation of marketing, communication, and public relations techniques to 

resolve business dilemmas with focus on industry standards.  The course will include situational simulations, and 

build overall skills related to interpersonal communications, employability skills and problem-solving. 
 

(Please note the following phrase will be used to distinguish honors level courses: As an honors level course, 

content will be covered at an accelerated pace. Students will study topics at a deeper level and will be expected to 

complete more independent coursework and assignments.) 
 

Essential question/s for the course: 

 How does communication and customer service go “hand in hand” with employability skills? 

 Why are office procedures and demonstrated techniques required within the workplace? 

 Why are policies written around the use of email, social media and Internet use? 

 How are OSHA and Business Technology standards relevant within the “hands on” of a work environment? 
 

Standards addressed in the course: 

Business Technology Vocational Business (VBUS)  - Classification of Instructional Programs (CIP) code 

520407 

1.       Fundamentals of Health and Safety 

2. A.  Business Technology Health and Safety Skills 

2. B.  Essentials of Business Technology 

2. F.  Essentials of Electronic Mail and Messaging 
 

MassCore is a rigorous and comprehensive course study recommended by the Commonwealth as preparation for 

college and career.  MassCore is also the vehicle through which high school students can gain competence in 

computational, scientific, visual, creative, and critical thinking and can engage opportunities for “hands-on” 

application and exploration of new areas of knowledge and experiences. 
 

Proposed Course Level  Proposed Course Credit  G.P.A. Honor Roll 

(check all that apply)  (check all that apply)  Yes No Yes No 

A.P.  Honors  College X   1.0 x .5  .25   X   X   
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How does this course support the readiness of students for college and career?   

Through practice and revision of chapter 74 standards from the CTE framework, in process of Chapter 74 (CVTE) 

program approval, students are prepared for post-grad options with the opportunity to obtain industry based 

certification and college/career skills. 

 

 

 

 

Please Note: 

All New Course Requests 

must come through the 

school principal. 

For Office Use Only 

Approved Date:  

S.C. Item Number:  

Assigned Course Number:  

Dept. Code:  

Subject Area Code Number:  

Subject Area Course:  

Zip Code Number:  
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Date of Request: 6/2/16 Requesting School/ Office: North High School 
 
 

Proposed Course Name:  Presentation Skills Required Prerequisite Course/s: None 
 

 

Proposed Course Department 

Select one  Is proposed course a Career/Vocational Technical Course  

Core 

Course 

Core 

Elective Yes No 

(if yes check one) 

Chapter 74 Non-Chapter 74 

Business   X   X   Application in process  
 

 

Proposed Course Description: In the course, students will be introduced to various business and technology 

presentation skills.  The curriculum is derived from the Business and Consumer Services Occupational Cluster 

from the Massachusetts Vocational Technical Education Framework.  This is a course in the Business Technology 

sequence preparing students for the Microsoft Office User Specialist (MOUS) exam and certification in 

PowerPoint.  The course will include various presentation medians, and build overall skills related to format, 

delivery and audience. 

(Please note the following phrase will be used to distinguish honors level courses: As an honors level course, 

content will be covered at an accelerated pace. Students will study topics at a deeper level and will be expected to 

complete more independent coursework and assignments.) 

 
 

Essential question/s for the course: 

 What should a presentation look like? 

 How can enhancements bring better meaning to presentations? 

 How can a presentation effectively reach an audience? 

 How are OSHA standards relevant within the “hands on” aspect of business technology? 
 

Standards addressed in the course: 

Business Technology – Vocational Business (VBUS)  - Classification of Instructional Programs (CIP) code 

520407 

All sections of strands 1, and 2K 

1.     Fundamentals of Health and Safety 

2.K  Essentials of Presentation Management 

 
 

MassCore is a rigorous and comprehensive course study recommended by the Commonwealth as preparation for 

college and career.  MassCore is also the vehicle through which high school students can gain competence in 

computational, scientific, visual, creative, and critical thinking and can engage opportunities for “hands-on” 

application and exploration of new areas of knowledge and experiences. 
 

Proposed Course Level  Proposed Course Credit  G.P.A. Honor Roll 

(check all that apply)  (check all that apply)  Yes No Yes No 

A.P.  Honors  College X   1.0 X  .5  .25   X   X   
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How does this course support the readiness of students for college and career?   

Through practice and revision of chapter 74 standards from the CTE framework, in process of Chapter 74 (CVTE) 

program approval, students are prepared for post-grad options with the opportunity to obtain industry based 

certification and college/career skills. 

 

 

 

 

Please Note: 

All New Course Requests 

must come through the 

school principal. 

For Office Use Only 

Approved Date:  

S.C. Item Number:  

Assigned Course Number:  

Dept. Code:  

Subject Area Code Number:  

Subject Area Course:  

Zip Code Number:  
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Date of Request: 6/2/16 Requesting School/ Office: North High 
 

Proposed Course Name: AP Computer Science Principles 
Required Prerequisite Course/s: Successful completion of Algebra 1 
 

 

Proposed Course Department 
Select one  Is proposed course a Career/Vocational Technical Course  

Core 
Course 

Core 
Elective Yes No 

(if yes check one) 
Chapter 74 Non-Chapter 74 

  X   X   
 

 

Proposed Course Description:  
In this course students will experience a multidisciplinary approach to the principles of computation. Students will 
be introduced to the creative aspects of programming, abstractions, algorithms, large data sets, the Internet, 
cybersecurity concerns, and computing impacts. AP Computer Science Principles will give students the 
opportunity to use technology to address real-world problems and build relevant solutions. Together, these aspects 
of the course make up a rigorous and rich curriculum that aims to broaden participation in computer science. 
 

Essential question/s for the course: 
How can computational artifacts, abstracting, analyzing problems and artifacts, communication and collaboration 
be used to develop computational thinking practices? 

 

Standards addressed in the course: 
P1: Connecting Computing 

• Identify impacts of computing 
• Describe connections between people and computing 
• Explain connections between computing concepts 

P2: Creating Computational Artifacts 
• Create a computational artifact with a practical, personal, or societal intent 
• Select appropriate techniques to develop a computational artifact 
• Use appropriate algorithmic and information management principles 

P3: Abstracting 
• Explain how data, information, or knowledge is represented for computational use 
• Explain how abstractions are used in computation or modeling 
• Identify abstractions 
• Describe modeling in a computational context 

 

Proposed Course Level  Proposed Course Credit  G.P.A. Honor Roll 
(check all that apply)  (check all that apply)  Yes No Yes No 

A.P. X  Honors  College   1.0 X .5  .25   X  X  
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P4: Analyzing Problems and Artifacts 
• Evaluate a proposed solution to a problem 
• Locate and correct errors 
• Explain how an artifact functions 
• Justify appropriateness and correctness of a solution, model, or artifact 

P5: Communicating 
• Explain the meaning of a result in context 
• Describe computation with accurate and precise language, notations, or visualizations 
• Summarize the purpose of a computational artifact 

P6: Collaborating 
Collaborate with another student in solving a computational problem 

• Collaborate with another student in producing an artifact 
• Share the workload by providing individual contributions to an overall collaborative effort 
• Foster a constructive, collaborative climate by resolving conflicts and facilitating the contributions of a 

pertner or team member 
• Exchange knowledge and feedback with a partner or team member 
• Review and revise their work as needed to create a high-quality artifact 

 
 

MassCore is a rigorous and comprehensive course study recommended by the Commonwealth as preparation for 
college and career.  MassCore is also the vehicle through which high school students can gain competence in 
computational, scientific, visual, creative, and critical thinking and can engage opportunities for “hands-on” 
application and exploration of new areas of knowledge and experiences. 
 

How does this course support the readiness of students for college and career?   
This course is designed to be the equivalent of a first semester introductory college or university computer science 
course. 
 

 
Please Note: 

All New Course Requests 
must come through the 

school principal. 

For Office Use Only 
Approved Date:  

S.C. Item Number:  
Assigned Course Number:  

Dept. Code:  
Subject Area Code Number:  

Subject Area Course:  
Zip Code Number:  

 



          ITEM:  gb #4-294 
 
STANDING COMMITTEE:  TEACHING, LEARNING AND STUDENT SUPPORTS 
 
DATE OF MEETING: Wednesday, June 8, 2016 
 
 
ITEM: Administration    (October 27, 2014) 
 
To share information on the elementary Report Card Pilot. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
PRIOR ACTION: 
 
11-6-14  - Referred to the Standing Committee on Teaching, Learning and 

Student Supports. 
6-23-15  - Mr. Monfredo made the following motions: 
 Request that the pilot program be continued for the 2015-16 

academic year. 
 Request that the item be held for further reports as to the expanded 

version of the pilot.  The feedback should include information with 
regard to the report card from parents, staff, administrators and the 
IT Department. 

 Request that the Administration make certain that the report card is 
readily understandable for parents and all those who are impacted 
by it. 

 On a voice vote, the motions were approved. 
 Mr. O’Connell requested that Annex A, pages 5, 7, 9, 11, 13, 15, 17, 

19 and 21, under Key to Comments, T. be amended by changing the 
word “tasks” to “task.” 

 It was moved and voice voted to hold the item for a report back in 
May 2016. 

 
 
 
 
BACKUP: 
 
Annex A (16 pages) contains a copy of the Quarterly Report Card 2015-16. 
Annex A  (5 pages) contains a copy of the English Language Learning Quarterly 

Report Card 2015-16. 
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