
 
 

 
The following items will be discussed at the meeting of the Standing 
Committee on Teaching, Learning and Student Supports to be held on 
Tuesday, April 26, 2011 at 6:00 p.m. in Room 410 at the Durkin 
Administration Building: 
 
gb #7-73  -  Mr. O’Connell  (March 14, 2007) 
 
To coordinate with churches and other agencies which offer after-school or 
summer educational programs, to assist them in their effort to provide instruction 
which harmonizes with the curriculum of the Worcester Public Schools. 
 
gb #0-221  -  Ms. Novick/Miss Biancheria/Mr. Foley/Mr. Monfredo/Mr. O’Connell  
(August 4, 2010) 
 
Request that the Administration provide an update on use and implementation of 
the Gates Foundation grant. 
 
gb #0-308  -  Miss Biancheria/Mr. O’Connell/Mr. Monfredo  (November 10, 2010) 
 
Request that the Administration consider offering courses in computer game 
design and computer game development and programming. 
 
gb #0-309  -  Administration  (November 10, 2010) 
 
To consider discussion regarding foreign field trips. 
 
gb #1-55 - Mr. O’Connell/Miss Biancheria/Mr. Foley/Mr. Monfredo  (January 31, 
2011) 
 
To consider allowing high school students to fulfill the requirement for physical 
education, in whole or in part, through participating as team members in their 
school's interscholastic sports programs.  
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Committee Members       Administrative 
Brian A. O’Connell, Chairman     Representative
Dianna L. Biancheria, Vice-Chairman    Jeffrey J. Mulqueen, Ed.D. 
John F. Monfredo 
     
   

OFFICE OF THE 
CLERK OF THE SCHOOL COMMITTEE 

WORCESTER PUBLIC SCHOOLS 
20 IRVING STREET 

WORCESTER, MA 01609 
AGENDA #4 

 
 
The Standing Committee on TEACHING, LEARNING AND STUDENT 
SUPPORTS will hold a meeting: 

  
 on: Tuesday, April 26, 2011 
 at: 6:00 p.m. 

in: Room 410, Durkin Administration Building 
  

ORDER OF BUSINESS
 
I. CALL TO ORDER
 
II. ROLL CALL
 
III. GENERAL BUSINESS 

 
gb #1-194  -  Mr. O’Connell  (September 10, 2001)  
 
To review the August 28, 2001 study of the University of Minnesota Center for 
Applied Research and Educational Improvement, regarding improvement in the 
attendance rates and grades of Minneapolis senior high school students since 
changing the school starting time from 7:15 a.m. to 8:40 a.m. 
 
gb #4-94  -  Mr. O’Connell  (May 4, 2004) 
 
To consider implementing “flex time” for teachers, and to look into use of flexible 
scheduling as a means of extending the instructional day for students. 
 
gb #6-7  -  Mr. Monfredo/Mr. O’Connell  (December 6, 2005) 
 
Request that the Administration consider developing a long range plan for 
preventing dropouts in the Worcester Public Schools in conjunction with 
educators, social agencies, business leaders and minority leaders. 
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gb #7-8  -  Mr. O’Connell/Mr. Foley/Mr. Monfredo/Mayor Lukes  (January 8, 2007) 
 
To consider - on a long-range basis (i.e., not for 2007-08) - development of 
additional options for middle school age education in each quadrant, within limits 
imposed by space and funding, so that students will possibly have the option of 
attending a middle school (with grades 7 and 8, or 6, 7 and 8), or, if they so 
choose individually, one of the following: (1) a PreK-8 elementary school, (2) a 
grade 7-8, or 6, 7, 8 "satellite" program affiliated with a high school, or (3) a 
grade 7-12 or 6-12 middle/high school. 
 
gb #7-22  -  Mr. O’Brien  (January 25, 2007) 
 
Request that the Administration provide an update on the Pilot Program for 
Special Education students at the Worcester Technical High School and report 
on plans to expand this program for the 2007-08 academic year. 
 
gb #7-31  -  Mr. Monfredo/Mr. O’Connell  (February 6, 2007) 

 
To consider requiring that children reach their fifth birthday by August 31 in order 
to enroll in kindergarten in the Worcester Public Schools, and to review, in 
discussing this proposal: 
 
- the number of referrals for special education evaluation of students with late 
birthdays categorized by gender and by month of birth 

- the data compiled in a previous study of this topic as to children retained in an 
elementary school grade, categorized by their age on entering kindergarten 

- the budgetary and space impact of such a decision, and  
- any current guidelines or practices as to retention of children in kindergarten for 
maturity/academic progress reasons. 

 
gb #7-65  -  Mr. Monfredo/Mr. O’Connell  (March 5, 2007) 
 
To expand the opportunities available to students for experience in public 
speaking, especially at the secondary level, by means of debating teams, speech 
competitions such as that sponsored by the American Legion, and Model 
Congresses in each school and/or citywide. 
 
gb #7-73  -  Mr. O’Connell  (March 14, 2007) 
 
To coordinate with churches and other agencies which offer after-school or 
summer educational programs, to assist them in their effort to provide instruction 
which harmonizes with the curriculum of the Worcester Public Schools. 
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gb #7-90  -  Mrs. Mullaney  (April 3, 2007) 
 
Request that the Administration provide a report as to the proposed changes to 
the middle school curriculum. 
 
gb #7-229  -  Mr. Monfredo/Mr. O’Connell  (October 24, 2007) 
 
To review the evaluation of the Safe Schools/Healthy Students Grant which was 
prepared by the Donahue Institute. 
 
gb #8-34  -  Mr. Monfredo/Mr. O’Connell/Ms. Hargrove/Mr. Bogigian/Mr. Foley  
(January 23, 2008) 
 
To approve an amendment to the class rank policy by granting an additional 
weight of .25 to the following Goddard Scholars courses at South High 
Community School, as recommended by the administration (through item gb #6-
195, Annex A, School Committee meeting of October 19, 2006), now to be 
effective with the Class of 2012: 
 
Grade 9: English 1 GS, Geometry Honors GS, Biology Honors GS, World History 
2 Honors GS.  
Grade 10: English 2 GS, Advanced Algebra Honors GS, Chemistry Honors GS, 
US History 1 GS 
 
gb #8-74  -  Mayor Lukes  (March13, 2008) 
 
Request that the School Committee consider establishing not more than five 
goals as priorities for each Standing Committee for the current term. 
 
gb #8-88  -  Mr. O’Connell/Mr. Monfredo  (March 26, 2008) 
 
To review the Student Aspirations data assembled by Nadia Zahir and Devin 
Thayer of Worcester Polytechnic Institute, regarding the interest in science and 
engineering of Worcester public school students in grades 8 and 11, and 
presented at the April 11, 2008  New England Undergraduate Sociology 
Research Conference. 
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gb #8-156  -  Mr. Monfredo/Mr. O’Connell  (June 24, 2008) 
 
To inquire as to interest of the Worcester Public Schools to participate with the 
Friends of the Worcester Public Library and the Worcester: the City that Reads 
Committee, in promoting literacy through a coupon program promoted by the 
Friends of the Worcester Library. 
 
gb #8-157  -  Mr. O’Connell/Mr. Monfredo  (June 24, 2008) 
 
To review the draft document: “Partner School Agreement between Clark 
University and the Worcester Public Schools”, “to enhance curriculum, 
professional learning and student achievement” at the Claremont Academy. 
 
gb #8-180  -  Mr. O’Connell  (July 28, 2008) 
 
To consider establishing chapters, in interested schools, of the National 
Elementary Honor Society, a Society established by the National Association of 
Elementary School Principals and the National Association of Secondary School 
Principals. 
 
gb #8-184  -  Mr. Monfredo/Mr. O’Connell  (July 28, 2008) 
 
To consider implementation of voluntary body mass index (BMI) testing of 
students in the Worcester Pubic Schools. 
 
gb #8-238  -  Mr. O’Connell/Mr. Monfredo  (October 23, 2008) 

 
To consider the Making Waves Education Program, which provides an eight-year 
sequence of tutoring and teaching, as well as college support, for participating 
students.  
 
gb #8-251  -  Mr. O'Connell/Mr. Monfredo  (November 24, 2008) 
 
To consider reestablishment of a Classical High School, perhaps as a Horace 
Mann Charter School, as per the recommendations of the Classical High School 
Class of 1958 detailed in its October 11 letter to the School Committee. 
 
gb #8-255  -  Mr. Monfredo/Mr. Bogigian/Ms. Hargrove/Mr. O’Connell  (December 
4, 2008) 
 
Request that the Administration consider ways of engaging parents of children in 
grades K-8 with math concepts such as math workshops and home math games. 
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gb #9-3  -  Mr. Bogigian/Ms. Hargrove/Mr. Monfredo/Mr. O’Connell/Mayor Lukes  
(December 23, 2008) 
 
Request that the Adult Education Night Life Program expand the number and 
scope of vocational and academic courses currently offered at the Worcester 
Technical High School. 
 
ros #9-17  -  Administration  (December 8, 2009) 

 
 RACE TO THE TOP 

 
gb #9-31  -  Mr. Monfredo/Mr. O’Connell/Mr. Bogigian  (February 10, 2009) 
 
Request that the Administration review the testing data from the third grade 
MCAS test to determine whether any adjustments need to be made in the 
primary grade reading program. 
 
gb #9-103  -  Mrs. Mullaney  (April 11, 2009) 
 
To discuss implementation of the BMI (Body Mass Index) requirements imposed 
upon the schools by the State Department of Public Health. 
 
gb #9-202  -  Mr. Monfredo/Mr. O’Connell/Mr. Bogigian/Mr. Foley  (September 
24, 2009) 
 
Request that the Administration contact schools to see if they are interested in 
working with the Regional Environmental Council in establishing community 
gardens. 
 
ros #0-6  -  Administration  (February 11, 2010) 

 
 COORDINATED PROGRAM REVIEW REPORT 
 

ros #0-12  -  Administration  (May 12, 2010) 
  

 SUPERINTENDENT’S STUDENT ADVISORY COUNCIL 
 
gb #0-15  -  Mr. O’Connell/Mr. Monfredo  (January 5, 2010) 
 
To review the study of Massachusetts middle schools completed by the Thomas 
B. Fordham Institute, regarding the impact of "detracking" on the academic 
performance of students. 
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gb #0-18  -  Mr. O’Connell/Mr. Monfredo/Miss Biancheria  (January 5, 2010) 
 
To minimize intrusions and interruptions inflicted on classroom teachers and on 
the instructional time they spend with students, and to review, and address, any 
policies or practices which interfere with this goal. 
 
gb #0-24  -  Miss Biancheria/Mr. Monfredo/Mr. O’Connell  (January 14, 2010) 
 
Request that the Administration provide a report on how the increase of 
community funding for the AVID Program has provided increased services for 
students in the Worcester Public Schools and include a list of the schools with 
the number of students participating in the program. 
 
gb #0-28  -  Ms. Novick/Mr. Foley/Mr. Monfredo/Mr. O’Connell  (January 21, 2010) 
 
Request that the Administration provide the 2009 Advanced Placement Report 
for all high schools to include: 
 
- the number of students that requested AP classes last year by class 
- the number of students who then actually entered the class and  
- the criteria for entering each particular AP class by school. 
 
gb #0-31  -  Mr. Monfredo/Miss Biancheria/Mr. Foley/Ms. Novick/Mr. O’Connell/ 
Mayor O’Brien  (January 22, 2010) 
 
Request that the Administration provide a report regarding the findings from the 
DESE Program Quality Assurance group to include potential risk factors and 
legal and staff costs associated with: 
 
- a summary of PQA and due process filings year to date and 
- the number of mediation requests, Bureau of Special Education Appeals 

hearing requests, Office of Civil Rights Justice Department filings, Individual 
Education Plans accepted, rejected, partially rejected and include those that 
will be reviewed in the next three months 

 
gb #0-52.1  -  Administration/Mr. Monfredo/Mr. O’Connell/Miss Biancheria  (February 
26, 2010) 
 
Request that the Administration review the policy on anti-bullying and provide a 
report on any proposed expansion of the program. 
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gb #0-54.1  -  Administration/Mayor O’Brien/Mr. O’Connell  (February 26, 2010) 
 
Request that the Administration consider making Civics classes mandatory at the 
high school level. 
 
gb #0-88  -  Mr. Monfredo/Mr. O’Connell  (March 18, 2010) 
 
To review prospective FY11 Budget impacts on the small learning communities 
and related programs of the Worcester Public Schools. 
 
gb #0-96  -  Mr. O’Connell/Mr. Monfredo/Ms. Novick  (March 25, 2010) 
 
To consider appropriate revisions and updates to the current policy regarding the 
possession and use of cellular telephones and related communications devices 
in school or on school grounds. 
 
gb #0-101.5  -  Administration/Mr. O’Connell  (July 14, 2010) 
 
Response of the Administration to the request to provide a report regarding the 
cost to preserve the Horticultural Program at Worcester Technical High School. 
 
gb #0-137  - Mr. O’Connell/Miss Biancheria  (April 30, 2010) 
 
To consider development of a student satisfaction survey. 
 
gb #0-148  -  Mr. O’Connell/Miss Biancheria/Mr. Foley/Mr. Monfredo/Ms. Novick  
(May 6, 2010) 
 
To review the scope, variety and extent of programs and services available to 
students who are on the autism spectrum, with a view to formulating any 
appropriate modifications for the 2011 fiscal year.  
 
gb #0-203  -  Mr. Monfredo/Mr. O’Connell  (June 30, 2010) 
 
Request that the Administration provide a report highlighting the best teaching 
practices and wrap around services provided to students in the Worcester Public 
Schools. 
 
gb #0-212  -  Miss Biancheria/Mr. Monfredo/Mr. O’Connell  (July 14, 2010) 
 
Request that the Administration study the feasibility of offering student 
scholarships by selling ads in the 2011 Celebration of Writers Booklet, contingent 
on receipt of a Massachusetts Humanities Grant or other grants. 



          AGENDA #4 
          TL/SS 
          4-26-2011 
          Page 8 
 
 
gb #0-217  -  Mr. O'Connell/Miss Biancheria/Mr. Monfredo/Ms. Novick  (July 22, 
2010) 
 
To recommend, to the Massachusetts Board of Elementary and Secondary 
Education, the instructional material in mathematics and in English/Language 
Arts which should be included in the Massachusetts Supplement to the Common 
Core State Standards (i.e., "Common Core Plus"). 
 
gb #0-218  -  Mr. O'Connell/Miss Biancheria/Mr. Monfredo/Ms. Novick  (July 22, 
2010) 
 
To develop a process for aligning the Worcester curriculum in mathematics and 
in English/Language Arts with the Common Core State Standards by the start of 
the 2012-13 academic year, as required by the July 21, 2010 vote of the 
Massachusetts Board of Elementary and Secondary Education. 
 
gb #0-221  -  Ms. Novick/Miss Biancheria/Mr. Foley/Mr. Monfredo/Mr. O’Connell  
(August 4, 2010) 
 
Request that the Administration provide an update on use and implementation of 
the Gates Foundation grant. 
 
gb #0-224  -  Mr. O’Connell  (August 4, 2010) 
 
Request that the Administration formulate a process and timetable for regular 
review of the curriculum in each discipline and at all grade levels, which review 
shall include, as to mathematics, the topics raised by the October 15, 2009 and 
November 9, 2009 prior actions of the School Committee as to item gb #6-13.  
 
gb #0-242  -  Mr. Foley  (August 25, 2010) 
 
Request that the Administration review the district’s ADA self-evaluation and 
transition plan. 
 
gb #0-245  -  Mr. Monfredo/Mr. O’Connell/Miss Biancheria  (August 30, 2010) 
 
Request that the Administration update the School Committee on: 

- the names of schools that have trained the entire staff in an anti-bullying 
program  

- the names of the programs in place  
- plans for expansion of the programs to other schools and 
- a description of the process for handling bullying incidents 
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gb #0-247  -  Mr. Monfredo/Mr. O’Connell/Miss Biancheria  (August 30, 2010) 
 
Request that the Administration discuss establishing an Innovation School Ad 
Hoc Committee and emphasize the need for additional teacher input. 
 
gb #0-253  -  Miss Biancheria/Mr. Monfredo/Mr. O’Connell  (September 8, 2010) 
 
Request that the Administration provide a report indicating the percentage of 
students who receive free and reduced lunches per school. 
 
gb #0-260  -  Mr. Monfredo/Mr. O’Connell/Miss Biancheria/Mr. Foley  (September 
21, 2010) 
 
Request that the Administration consider establishing a stakeholder committee, 
in conjunction with the Latino Community, to determine ways to improve the 
quality of education for Hispanic students. 
 
gb #0-261.1  -  Administration/Miss Biancheria/Mr. O’Connell/Mr. Monfredo  
(November 9, 2010) 
 
Response of the Administration to the request to provide a total student 
enrollment report for 2010-11 by school, individual classrooms to include the 
number of staff in each of them. 
 
gb #0-289  -  Mr. Monfredo  (October 24, 2010) 
 
Request that the Administration update the School Committee on the extent of 
Service Learning in the Worcester Public Schools. 
 
gb #0-294  -  Miss Biancheria/Mr. Monfredo  (October 27, 2010) 

 
Request that the Administration develop a program that recognizes each school’s 
accomplishments. 
 
gb #0-308  -  Miss Biancheria/Mr. O’Connell/Mr. Monfredo  
(November 10, 2010) 

Annex A (8 pages) 

 
Request that the Administration consider offering courses in computer game 
design and computer game development and programming. 
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gb #0-309  -  Administration  (November 10, 2010) Annex A (10 pages) 
 
To consider discussion regarding foreign field trips. 
 
 
 
gb #0-322  -  Miss Biancheria/Mr. O’Connell  (November 24, 2010) 
 
Request that the Administration provide a report regarding the process for 
placing a student on an IEP at the elementary and secondary levels and the 
process and timeframe for access and review by all classroom staff associated 
with the student. 
 
gb #0-323  -  Miss Biancheria/Mr. O’Connell  (November 24, 2010) 
 
Request that the Administration provide a report using examples to illustrate 
typical student referral processes for behavioral/disciplinary issues and indicate 
timelines and actions taken to address one or multiple referrals. 
 
gb #0-324  -  Miss Biancheria/Mr. O’Connell  (November 24, 2010) 
 
Request that the Administration provide a report to include a brief description of 
the programs available to students, at the elementary and secondary levels, who 
have had multiple referrals regarding behavioral/disciplinary issues. 
 
gb #0-332  -  Miss Biancheria/Mr. Monfredo/Mr. O’Connell  (December 7, 2010) 
 
Request that the Administration update the School Committee on the individual 
school’s accountability plans for the 2010 school year. 
 
c&p #1-3  -  Clerk  (March 30, 2011) 
 
To consider a communication from a citizen regarding a program entitled, 
“Challenge Day” which would address issues of bullying. 
 
gb #1-31  -  Administration  (January 13, 2011) 
 
To consider improvement to the alternative programs which would result in 
expansion of services to students. 
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gb #1-37  -  Mayor O’Brien  (January 19, 2011) 
 
Request that the Administration discuss with local area educational directors the 
feasibility of regionalization of special education services for Worcester and 
surrounding communities. 
 
gb #1-40  -  Ms. Novick/Mr. Foley/Mr. Monfredo/Miss Biancheria  (January 25, 2011) 
 
Request that the Administration provide the 2010 Advanced Placement report for 
all high schools.  
 
gb #1-55 - Mr. O’Connell/Miss Biancheria/Mr. Foley/Mr. Monfredo  
(January 31, 2011) 

Annex A (1 page) 

 
To consider allowing high school students to fulfill the requirement for 
physical education, in whole or in part, through participating as team 
members in their school's interscholastic sports programs.  
 
gb #1-65  - Mr. O’Connell/Miss Biancheria/Mr. Foley/Ms. Novick/Mr. Monfredo/ 
Mayor O’Brien   (February 11, 2011) 
 
To review the findings of the parent/guardian survey for children who receive 
special education services which are currently being compiled as part of the 
periodic audit of special education programs and services in the Worcester 
Public Schools. 
 
gb #1-73  - Mr. Monfredo  (February 24, 2011) 
 
Request that the Administration review the National P.T.A. Parent Guide entitled 
“Parent Guide to Student Success” in response to the Common Core State 
Standards and see if there is merit in sharing the information with our schools 
and with our parents. 
 
gb #1-76  - Miss Biancheria/Mr. Monfredo/Ms. Novick/Mr. O’Connell  (March 4, 
2011) 
 
Request that the Administration provide a report on the number of documented 
homeless students, their assigned school and the current wraparound services 
offered to them. 
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gb #1-78  - Ms. Novick/Mr. O’Connell  (March 4, 2011) 
 
Request that the Administration provide a report on admissions’ policies at 
vocational technical schools throughout the state. 
 
gb #1-99  - Mr. O’Connell  (March 23, 2011) 
 
To review the curriculum entitled "Peacemaking: Building a Culture of 
Nonviolence," with a view to its possible use in appropriate Worcester public 
schools. 
 
gb #1-101  - Administration   (March 24, 2011) 
 
To consider approval of the following courses: 
 
- Show Choir – Burncoat High School 
- Advanced Placement Spanish Literature – South High Community School 
- Spanish II for the Health Professions – North High School 
- Computer Technology for the Health Professions – North High School 
 
motion (gb #2-202.1)  -  Administration/Mr. O’Connell  (September 12, 2008) 
 
Request that the Administration provide a status report regarding the progress of 
the Five-Year Library Plan September 2008. 
 
motion (gb #0-268)  -  Ms. Novick  (October 7, 2010) 
 

To create requirements in the following area for any Innovation School proposed 
in Worcester, whether by the Administration or any other group: 

  Curriculum and student support   
 

IV. ADJOURNMENT 
      Helen A. Friel, Ed.D. 

     Clerk of the School Committee 



          ITEM:  gb #7-73 
 
STANDING COMMITTEE:  TEACHING, LEARNING AND STUDENT SUPPORTS 
 
DATE OF MEETING: Tuesday, April 26, 2011 
 
ITEM: Mr. O’Connell  (March 14, 2007) 
 
To coordinate with churches and other agencies which offer after-school or 
summer educational programs, to assist them in their effort to provide instruction 
which harmonizes with the curriculum of the Worcester Public Schools. 
 
 
 
PRIOR ACTION: 
 
4-5-07  - Referred to the Standing Committee on Curriculum Development. 
11-7-07  - Mr. O’Connell made the following motions: 
 Request that the Administration contact the Worcester Community 

Action Council to request its assistance to reach out to churches 
and other entities that offer after-school or summer educational 
programs to indicate the interest of the system in helping them to 
harmonize their program with the curriculum of the Worcester 
Public Schools. 

 Request that the Administration provide a progress report in March 
2008 on the system’s efforts with the Worcester Community Action 
Council. 

 On a voice vote, the motions were approved. 
5-19-08  - STANDING COMMITTEE ON CURRICULUM DEVELOPMENT 
 Mr. O’Connell and Mr. Monfredo made the following motion: 
 Request that the Administration approve the 4R Kids Program and 

provide a status report on its implementation at the next meeting of 
the Standing Committee on Curriculum Development. 

 On a voice vote, the motion was approved. 
6-5-08  - SCHOOL COMMITTEE MEETING  -  Held for the School 

Committee Meeting to be held on Thursday, June 19, 2008. 
6-19-08  - SCHOOL COMMITTEE MEETING  - The School Committee 

approved the action of the Standing Committee as stated. 
3-30-09  - It was moved and voice voted to hold the item pending 

development of plans for summer educational programs. 
 
 
 
BACKUP: 
 
The Administration will be prepared to speak to the item. 
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PRIOR ACTION  (continued) 
 
11-9-09  - Mr. O’Connell and Mr. Monfredo made the following motion: 
 Request that the Administration make available to the following 

outside organizations on or about April 15, 2010 a description of the 
instructional priorities of the Worcester Public Schools and a list of 
suggested instructional strategies that are consistent with those 
priorities: 

-Massachusetts Council of Churches 
-Interfaith groups 
-Diocese of Worcester 
-Episcopal Diocese of Western Massachusetts 
-St. John’s Church 
-St. Peter’s Church and other appropriate entities 

 On a voice vote, the motion was approved. 
11-30-10  - Mr. Monfredo made the following motion: 
 Request that the Administration establish an Ad Hoc Committee 

comprised of interfaith members, social service agencies and the 
United Way to discuss additional programs that could be sponsored 
by them to benefit the children in the Worcester Public Schools. 

 On a voice vote, the motion was approved. 
 Miss Biancheria made the following motions: 
 Request that the Administration forward in a Friday Letter a list of 

current partnerships in the Worcester Public Schools. 
 Request that the Administration forward a letter to the City Manager 

requesting that he consider delegating someone to serve on the 
Community Responsibility Task Group. 

 On a voice vote, the motions were approved. 
 Hold for review of the draft proposal from the Community 

Responsibility Task Group. 
 



          ITEM:  gb #0-221 
 
STANDING COMMITTEE:  TEACHING, LEARNING AND STUDENT SUPPORTS 
 
DATE OF MEETING:  Tuesday, April 26, 2011 
 
 
ITEM:  Ms. Novick/Miss Biancheria/Mr. Foley/Mr. Monfredo/Mr. O’Connell 
            (August 4, 2010) 
 
Request that the Administration provide an update on use and implementation of 
the Gates Foundation grant. 
 
 
 
 
PRIOR ACTION: 
 
8-26-10  - Ms. Novick made the following motions: 
 Request that the report on the use and implementation of the Gates 

Foundation grant be referred to the Standing Committee on 
Teaching, Learning and Student Supports. 

 Request that the Administration provide a Report of the 
Superintendent on innovation schools. 

 On a voice vote, the motions were approved. 
11-9-10  - Miss Biancheria made the following motion: 
 Request that the Administration provide an update in January 2011 

regarding the involvement of Anna Maria College in the Literacy 
Design Collaborative, sponsored by the Bill and Melinda Gates 
Foundation (BMGF). 

 On a voice vote, the motion was approved. 
12-14-10  - Miss Biancheria, Mr. Monfredo and Mr. O’Connell made the 

following motions: 
 Request that the Administration provide an assessment regarding 

vertical alignment across grade levels in March 2011 at the 
Standing Committee level with the Project Manager and members 
of the Cohort in attendance. 

 On a voice vote, the motion was approved. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
BACKUP: 
 
The Administration will be prepared to speak to the item. 
 



          ITEM:  gb #0-308 
 
STANDING COMMITTEE:  TEACHING, LEARNING AND STUDENT SUPPORTS 
 
DATE OF MEETING:  Tuesday, April 26, 2011 
 
 
ITEM: Miss Biancheria/Mr. O’Connell/Mr. Monfredo   (November 10, 2010) 
 
Request that the Administration consider offering courses in computer game 
design and computer game development and programming. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
PRIOR ACTION: 
 
11-18-10  - Referred to the Standing Committee on Teaching, Learning and 

Student Supports. 
 Miss Biancheria made the following motion: 

Request that the Administration invite representatives from Becker 
College to the Standing Committee meeting when the item is 
discussed. 
On a voice vote, the motion was approved. 

4-4-11  - Miss Biancheria and Mr. Monfredo made the following motions: 
 Request that the Administration consider offering dual enrollment 

courses at either Becker College or Worcester Polytechnic Institute 
for students in the Worcester Public Schools interested in computer 
game design and computer game development and programming. 

 Request that the Administration continue to pursue opportunities in 
the video design industry and incorporate them in more than one 
site as possible early college high school options. 

 On a voice vote, the motions were approved. 
 HOLD. 
 
 
 
BACKUP: Virtual High School offers a Video Game Design and Development 

course for students in grades 8-12.  The District is seeking to 
expand Virtual High School offerings to students across the system.  
This course may have potential for inclusion in a future district 
program. 

 
Annex A (8 pages) contains a copy of the Administration’s response to the item. 



















          ITEM:  gb #0-309 
 
STANDING COMMITTEE:  TEACHING, LEARNING AND STUDENT SUPPORTS 
 
DATE OF MEETING:      Tuesday, April 26, 2011 
 
 
ITEM: Administration  (November 10, 2010) 
 
To consider discussion regarding foreign field trips. 
 
 
 
 
PRIOR ACTION: 
 
11-18-10  - Mayor O’Brien made the following motion: 
 Request that the Administration provide the backup from the 

previous item on foreign field trips. 
 Request that the Administration provide a copy of the criteria for 

domestic travel. 
 On a voice vote, the motions were approved. 
 Mr. Monfredo made the following motion: 
 Request that the item be referred to the Standing Committee on 

Teaching, Learning and Student Supports. 
 On a voice vote, the motion was approved. 
 Ms. Novick made the following motion: 
 Request that the Administration provide the field trip criteria as 

backup when the item is discussed. 
 On a voice vote, the motion was approved. 
 It was moved and voice voted to forward in a Friday Letter the legal 

opinion, the current criteria and status of field trips. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
BACKUP: 
 
Annex A (10 pages) contains a copy of information relative to a draft Foreign 

Field Trip Policy, which is subject to approval by the Law Department. 



          ITEM: gb #0-309 
          Page 2 
 
 
PRIOR ACTION  (continued) 
 
11-30-10  - STANDING COMMITTEE ON TEACHING, LEARNING AND 

STUDENT SUPPORTS 
 Mr. O’Connell, Miss Biancheria and Mr. Monfredo made the 

following motion: 
 Request that the Administration develop a draft Foreign and 

Domestic Field Trip Policy.  This policy shall permit both foreign 
and domestic travel subject to approval by the Administration and 
subject to reasonable guidelines which are protective of students 
and which minimize liability concerns to the degree feasible. 

 On a voice vote, the motion was approved. 
 It was moved and voice voted to hold the item.  
12-2-10  - SCHOOL COMMITTEE MEEETING  - The School Committee 

approved the action of the Standing Committee as amended. 
 Mr. O’Connell, Miss Biancheria and Mr. Monfredo made the 

following motion: 
 Request that the Administration develop a draft Foreign and 

Domestic Field Trip Policy.  This policy shall permit both foreign 
and domestic travel subject to approval by the Administration and 
subject to reasonable guidelines which are protective of students 
and which minimize liability concerns to the degree feasible. 

 On a voice vote, the motion was approved. 
 Mrs. Mullaney made the following motion: 
 Request that this item not be discussed at the Standing Committee 

level unless a member of the City Law Department is present. 
 On a voice vote, the motion was approved. 
 
 























          ITEM:  gb #1-55 
 
STANDING COMMITTEE:  TEACHING, LEARNING AND STUDENT SUPPORTS 
 
DATE OF MEETING: Tuesday, April 26, 2011 
 
 
ITEM: Mr. O’Connell/Miss Biancheria/Mr. Foley/Mr. Monfredo  (January 31, 2011) 
 
To consider allowing high school students to fulfill the requirement for physical 
education, in whole or in part, through participating as team members in their 
school's interscholastic sports programs.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
PRIOR ACTION: 
 
2-17-11  - Referred to the Standing Committee on Teaching, Learning and 

Student Supports. 
 Mr. O’Connell made the following motion: 
 Request that the Administration notify all School Committee 

members when the item is discussed at the Standing Committee on 
Teaching, Learning and Student Supports. 

 On a voice vote, the motion was approved. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
BACKUP: 
 
Annex A  (1 page) contains a copy of the Administration’s response to the item. 




	ADJOURNMENT



