
 

 

 

 

The following item will be discussed at the meeting of the Standing 

Committee on Governance and Employee Issues to be held Thursday, 

June 9, 2016 at 8:00 a.m. in Room 410 at the Durkin Administration 

Building: 

 

 

gb #5-291  - Mr. Monfredo/Miss Biancheria/Mr. Foley   (October 19, 2015) 
 
Request that the School Committee review the policy on cell phones and gather 
information from all secondary principals. 
 



          ITEM:  gb #5-291 
 
STANDING COMMITTEE:  GOVERNANCE AND EMPLOYEE ISSUES 
 
DATE OF MEETING:      Thursday, June 9, 2016 
 
 
ITEM: Mr. Monfredo/Miss Biancheria/Mr. Foley   (October 19, 2015) 
 
Request that the School Committee review the policy on cell phones and gather 
information from all secondary principals. 
 
 
 
PRIOR ACTION: 
 
 
11-5-15  - Referred to the Standing Committee on Governance and Employee 

Issues. 
  Mr. Monfredo made the following motion: 
  Request that the Administration seek input regarding the cell phone 

policy from teachers, through the EAW, administrators at the 
secondary level and from students on the Superintendent’s Student 
Advisory Council. 

 On a voice vote, the motion was approved. 
4-26-16  - STANDING COMMITTEE ON GOVERNANCE AND EMPLOYEE 

ISSUES 
  A group of secondary principals attended the meeting to discuss 

possible changes to the cell phone policy. 
 Some of the suggestions made included: 

- creation of three separate policies for elementary, middle and 
secondary schools 

- retention of cell phones in lockers for middle school students 
- delineate ways to use cell phones in an appropriate way for 21st 

century learning at the high school level 
- restrictions for video and audio 
- access to well defined professional use of cell phones 
- restrictions relative to computer watch use 
- proper phone etiquette early, perhaps in 6th grade 

 (Continued on page 2.) 
 
 
BACKUP:  
 
Annex A (2 pages) contains a copy of chart comparing the chart comparing the: 
 

-2015-16 Policies Handbook 
-Principal’s version 
-Mr. Monfredo’s version 
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PRIOR ACTION (continued) 
 
4-26-16  - Miss Biancheria indicated that the amended cell phone policy  
(continued) should be included in the 2016-17 Policies Handbook. 
 The following principals volunteered to serve on a committee to 

develop proposed elementary, middle and high school cell phone 
policies: 

Mr. Peter Bowler  Mr. Ricci Hall 
Mrs. Lisa Dyer   Mrs. Houlihan 
Mr. William Foley  Mr. Whalen 

  The committee should forward the proposed policies to the School 
Committee Office on or before, May 11, 2016 for presentation at 
the Standing Committee on Governance and Employee issue. 

4-28-16  - SCHOOL COMMITTEE MEETING  - The School Committee 
approved the action of the Standing Committee as amended. 

  A group of secondary principals attended the meeting to discuss 
possible changes to the cell phone policy. 
Some of the suggestions made included: 

- creation of three separate policies for elementary, middle and 
secondary schools 

- retention of cell phones in lockers for middle school students 
- delineate ways to use cell phones in an appropriate way for 21st 

century learning at the high school level 
- restrictions for video and audio 
- access to well defined professional use of cell phones 
- restrictions relative to computer watch use 
- proper phone etiquette early, perhaps in 6th grade 

  Miss Biancheria indicated that the amended cell phone policy 
should be included in the 2016-17 Policies Handbook. 

 The following principals volunteered to serve on a committee to 
develop proposed elementary, middle and high school cell phone 
policies: 

Mr. Peter Bowler  Mr. Ricci Hall 
Mrs. Lisa Dyer   Mrs. Houlihan 
Mr. William Foley  Mr. Whalen 

  The committee should forward the proposed policies to the School 
Committee Office on or before, May 18, 2016 for presentation at 
the Standing Committee on Governance and Employee Issues. 

 Mr. O’Connell stated the system did not need a new policy, revised 
policy or a watered down policy.  What is needed is an effective, 
consistent enforcement of the current Cell Phone Policy.  By policy, 
the principals require that students put their cell phones in their 
locker at the beginning of the day and that it remain there during 
the course of the day and the students take it home at the end of 
the day.   
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PRIOR ACTION (continued) 
 
4-28-16  - The Administration hears periodic arguments about how a cell  
(continued) phone can be useful in school.  What is not often addressed is why 

a cell phone can be a significant problem in school. Everyone 
knows that it is a distractive device.  Students are specifically in 
school to learn and are not in school to be distracted by whatever 
other factors interfere with their concentration on learning and their 
focus on instruction.  If the Administration allows students to have 
cell phones during the day, it serves as an ongoing distraction to 
the students not only at the elementary and middle school levels 
but especially at the high level where the academic work is all that 
more sophisticated. He indicated concern that schools have 
essentially unfurled the white flag of surrender in terms of enforcing 
the policy that the system now has in effect.  The policy needs to be 
not just retained but also enforced.  He suggested that the 
Administration needs to send a message to the principals and 
support our teachers who want to enforce a vigorous policy with 
regard to no use of cell phones in class. 

6-1-16  - This item was held due to a delay in getting it reviewed and 
approved as to form. 

 






