
CLERK OF THE SCHOOL COMMITTEE 
WORCESTER PUBLIC SCHOOLS 

20 IRVING STREET 
WORCESTER, MASSACHUSETTS 01609 

 
 
AGENDA #22 
 
 

The School Committee will hold a regular meeting: 
  

on: Thursday, September 1, 2016 
at: 6:00 p.m. - Executive Session 
  7:00 p.m. – Regular Session 
in: Esther Howland South Chamber, City Hall 

 
 

    ORDER OF BUSINESS                    ACTION 
 
 

I. CALL TO ORDER 
 

INVOCATION –  Pastor Brent Newberry 
    First Baptist Church  
 
 

 PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE/NATIONAL ANTHEM 
 
II. ROLL CALL 
  
  
 
 
III. APPROVAL OF RECORDS  
 

aor #6-19 - Clerk 
 (August 24, 2016) 
 
To consider approval of the Minutes of the School Committee 
Meeting of Thursday, August 18, 2016. 
 

IV. MOTION FOR RECONSIDERATION - NONE 
 

 
The Worcester Public Schools is an Equal Opportunity/Affirmative Action Employer/Educational Institution and does not discriminate 
regardless of race, color, gender, age, religion, national origin, gender identity, marital status, sexual orientation, disability or 
homelessness.  The Worcester Public Schools provides equal access to employment and the full range of general, occupational and 
vocational education programs.  For more information relating to Equal Opportunity/Affirmative Action contact the Chief Human 
Resources Officer, 20 Irving Street, Worcester, MA  01609, 508-799-3020. 
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V. IMMEDIATE ACTION        ACTION 

 
gb #6-262.2  - Administration/Mr. O’Connell/Mr. Foley/ 
 Ms. Colorio/Mr. Monfredo/Miss Biancheria/ 
  Mayor Petty 
 (July 20, 2016) 
 
To congratulate Albert G. Ganem, Jr., Manager of Professional 
Learning, on his selection as Superintendent of the Hampden-
Wilbraham Regional School District. 
 
gb #6-291  - Administration 
  (August 24, 2016) 
 
To consider input from the School Committee’s student 
representatives. 
 

VI. REPORT OF THE SUPERINTENDENT 
 
ros #6-6  - Administration 
 (August 24, 2016) 
 
WORCESTER COMES TOGETHER 

 
 
VII. COMMUNICATIONS AND PETITIONS 
 

c&p #6-6  - Clerk 
 (July 24, 2016) 
 
To consider a communication from the Clark Street 
Developmental Learning School’s Site Council regarding a 
request to institute a voluntary school uniform policy. 
 
c&p #6-7  - Clerk 
 (August 24, 2016) 
 
To consider a communication from a citizen expressing an 
interest in promoting civic engagement in the Worcester 
Public Schools by initiating a “Municipal Governance Day” 
which would give high school students an opportunity to learn 
how the municipal government works. 
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 COMMUNICATIONS AND PETITIONS (continued)    ACTION 

 
c&p #6-8  - Clerk 
 (August 24, 2016) 
 
To consider a communication from a citizen relative to the 
feasibility of holding an event annually with a guest speaker 
to encourage eligible students to register to vote. 
 

VIII. REPORT OF THE STANDING COMMITTEE - NONE 
 
IX. PERSONNEL 
 
6-27  The Superintendent has APPROVED the RETIREMENT of 

the following persons named below: 
 

Allen-Rice, Dorothy, Teacher, Vocational, Worcester 
Technical, effective June 30, 2016 
Bonci, Judith, Teacher, Elementary, Roosevelt, effective June 
30, 2016 
Bunker, Deborah, Teacher, School Adjustment Counselor, 
Collaborative at Goddard, effective June 30, 2016 
Collins, Mark, Instructor, ROTC, South High, effective June 
30, 2016 
D’Ambroise, Dennis, Teacher, Music, Systemwide, effective 
June 15, 2016 
Dansereau, Elaine, Teacher, Elementary, Canterbury, 
effective June 30, 2016 
Dowd, Andrea, Teacher, Elementary, Quinsigamond, 
effective 8/17/16 
Dzindolet, Rita, Teacher, Special Education, Rice Square, 
effective June 30, 2016 
Fitzgerald, Elizabeth, Teacher, Elementary, Wawecus, 
effective June 30, 2016 
Garcia, Donna, Teacher, Elementary, Midland, effective June 
30, 2016 
Gregorio, Luis, Teacher, Special Education, Sullivan, effective 
June 30, 2016 
Goodell, Robin, Department Head, Vocational, Worcester 
Technical, effective August 19, 2016 
Kopka, Caprice, Principal, Administration, Rice Square, 
effective June 30, 2016  
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 PERSONNEL (continued)        ACTION 

 
6-27 (continued) 

Koski, Victoria, Teacher, Special Education, Quinsigamond, 
effective June 30, 2016 
Lachapelle, Charlotte, Teacher, Special Education, 
Systemwide, effective June 30, 2016 
Lake, Jacqueline, Teacher, Special Education, Collaborative 
at Goddard, effective July 7, 2016 
Laska, Carol, Teacher, Special Education, Norrback, effective 
June 30, 2016 
Leith, Patricia, Teacher, Health, Nelson Place, effective June 
30, 2016 
LeStrange, Eileen, Teacher, Elementary, Lake View, effective 
August 25, 2016 
McNeil, Maureen, Teacher, Elementary, Tatnuck Magnet, 
effective August 6, 2016 
Mgbojikwe, Rose, Assistant Principal, Administration, Gerald 
Creamer Center, effective August 31, 2016 
Niddrie, Judith, Teacher, Elementary, Tatnuck Magnet 
effective June 30, 2016 
Orczyk, Ellen, Teacher, Elementary, Heard Street, effective 
August 7, 2016 
Peterson, Jane, Teacher, Reading, Burncoat Middle, effective 
June 15, 2016 
Pulda, Arnold, Teacher, Social Studies, University Park, 
effective June 30, 2016 
Racicot, Elaine, Teacher, Elementary, May Street, effective 
June 30, 2016 
Reagon, Kathryn, Teacher, English, Gerald Creamer Center, 
effective August 20, 2016 
Reynolds, Susan, Teacher, Elementary, Belmont, effective 
June 30, 2016 
Rogers-High, Mary, Teacher, Elementary, Worcester Arts, 
effective June 30, 2016 
Rivera, Angelique, Teacher, Bilingual, Systemwide, effective 
June 30, 2016 
Roche, Susan, Teacher, Elementary, City View, June 30, 
2016 
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 PERSONNEL (continued)        ACTION 

 
6-27 (continued) 

Roy, Maryellen, Teacher, Elementary, Roosevelt, effective 
June 30, 2016 
Sherman, Peter, Assistant Principal, Administration, South 
High, effective July 22, 2016 
Vartanian, Robert, Student Assignment Officer, 
Administration, Parent Information Center, effective June 30, 
2016 
Walsh, Patricia, Assistant Principal, McGrath, effective July 
25, 2016 
Wasgatt, Gina, Teacher, Elementary, City View, effective 
June 15, 2016 
White, JoAnn, Teacher, Elementary, Worcester Arts, effective 
August 24, 2016 
Yaylaian, Joanne, Teacher, Special Education, Norrback, 
effective June 30, 2016 

 
6-28  The Superintendent has ACCEPTED the RESIGNATION of 

the persons named below: 
 

Atlas, Paula, Elementary, Columbus Park, effective August 
15, 2016 
Canty, Robert, Teacher, Psychologist, Systemwide, effective 
June 15, 2016 
Case, Daniel, Department Head, Mathematics, North High, 
effective July 1, 2016 
Castro, Michael, Teacher, Music, Worcester East, effective 
June 14, 2016 
Coleman, Clark, Teacher, English as a Second Language, 
Worcester East Middle, effective June 14, 2016 
Cox, Kendra, Lead Teacher, Elm Park School, effective July 
26, 2016 
Desmarais, Kathleen, Assistant Director of Special Education, 
Administration, Durkin Administration Building, effective June 
30, 2016 
Dias, Debora, Teacher, English, South High, effective July 18, 
2016 
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 PERSONNEL (continued)        ACTION 

 
6-28 (continued) 

Dubreuil, Laura, Teacher, Elementary, Quinsigamond, 
effective August 15, 2016 
Ellissetche, Valeria, Teacher, Spanish, Doherty, effective 
August 18, 2016 
Fernandez, D’Angelo, Teacher, Elementary, Woodland, 
effective July 1, 2016 
Ganem, Albert, Manager of Professional Learning, 
Administration, Durkin Administration Building, effective July 
13, 2016 
Garcia, Chloe, Teacher, English as a Second Language, 
Woodland, effective June 14, 2016 
Gould, Kelly, Teacher, Elementary, Vernon Hill, effective June 
15, 2016 
Heard, Lorrie, Teacher, English as a Second Language, 
Woodland, effective June 15, 2016 
Karanja, Kevin, Teacher, Science, Burncoat Middle, effective 
June 15, 2016 
Kramer, Molly, Teacher, Special Education, Sullivan Middle, 
effective July 14, 2016 
Lambrecht, Richard, Teacher, Vocational, Worcester 
Technical, June 14, 2016 
Lemerise, Andrew, Teacher, Special Education, Tatnuck 
Magnet, effective June 20, 2016 
McKay, Joseph, Teacher, English, South High, effective 
August 1, 2016 
Mercado, Albert, Curriculum Liaison, Guidance, Durkin 
Administration Building, effective July 30, 2016  
Moura, Deanna, Teacher, Elementary, Chandler Elementary, 
effective May 19, 2016 
O’Neill, Myra, Teacher, Elementary, Woodland, effective July 
19, 2016   
Pelczarski, Robert, Assistant Principal, School Adjustment 
Counselor, Elm Park, effective July 1, 2016 
Rollins, Alyssa, Teacher, Elementary, Belmont, effective June 
15, 2016 
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 PERSONNEL (continued)        ACTION 

 
6-28 (continued) 

 
Russo, Danielle, Teacher, Music, Vernon Hill, effective July 
27, 2016 
Shearer, Mandy, Teacher, Special Education, Systemwide, 
effective June 15, 2016 
Torchia, Joshua, Teacher, Elementary, Woodland, effective 
August 1, 2016 
Vitale, Jessica, Teacher, Special Education, South, effective 
August 20, 2016 
Zhang, Feng, Teacher, Foreign Language, Claremont, 
effective June 30, 2016 
Zinno, Wendy, Teacher, Elementary, Elm Park, effective 
August 15, 2016 
 

6-29  The Superintendent has APPROVED the TRANSFER of the 
persons named below effective August 25, 2016: 

 
Adjeman, Erica, from English at Burncoat High to English at 
North High 
Alicandro, Sandra, from Art at Forest Grove to Art at Forest 
Grove*Angers, Guy, from Moderate Special Needs/Behavior 
Management at Alternative School at St. Casimir to Moderate 
Special Needs/Behavior Management at Alternative School at 
St. Casimir* 
Barrasso, Anna, from Chemistry at Worcester Technical to 
Chemistry at Worcester Technical* 
Benson, Karen, from Moderate Special Needs/Behavior 
Management at Chandler Magnet ACT to Moderate Special 
Needs/Behavior Management at Chandler Magnet ACT* 
Bissett, Katherine, from Primary at Woodland to Elementary 
at Worcester Arts 
Blanchard, Stefanie, from Life Skills at Roosevelt to 
Intermediate Autistic Life Skills at Roosevelt 
Bowler, Maureen, from Intermediate at Goddard to Primary at 
Rice Square  
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 PERSONNEL (continued)        ACTION 

 
6-29 (continued) 

Bracero, Kathleen, from Systemwide Alternative Moderate 
Special Needs at Gerald Creamer Center to Systemwide 
Alternative Moderate Special Needs at Gerald Creamer 
Center* 
Brank, Patricia, from Kindergarten at Tatnuck to Primary at 
City View 
Brennen, Kim, from Science at Gerald Creamer Center to 
Science at Gerald Creamer Center* 
Bristol, Alyssa, from Primary at Chandler Elementary to 
Kindergarten at Chandler Elementary 
Brosnihan, Paul, from Moderate Special Needs/Behavior 
Management at Alternative School at St. Casimir to Moderate 
Special Needs/Behavior Management at Alternative School at 
St. Casimir* 
Burns, William, from English as a Second Language at 
Doherty to English at Burncoat High 
Byrnes, Jennifer Jean from STEP at Sullivan Middle to 
Moderate Special Needs/Inclusion at Burncoat Middle 
Cantwell, Kevin from Social Studies at the Academy of 
Science, Technology and Health at Worcester East Middle to 
Social Studies at the Academy of Science, Technology and 
Health at Worcester East Middle* 
Cardin, Julianne, from STEP at Columbus Park to Moderate 
Special Needs/Inclusion at Rice Square 
Cardogno, Mariel, from Primary at Woodland Academy to 
Intermediate at Woodland Academy 
Carroll, Cheryl, from Intermediate Math/Science at West 
Tatnuck to Intermediate Math/Science at West Tatnuck* 
Colautti, Tracy, from Primary at Vernon Hill to Primary at 
Vernon Hill* 
Coyle, Karen, from Lead Teacher at ACT at Chandler Magnet 
to Lead Teacher at ACT at Chandler Magnet* 
Coyle, Linda, from Primary at Grafton Street to Primary at 
Tatnuck Magnet 
Degnan, Shawn, from Social Studies at Reach Academy to 
Social Studies at Reach Academy* 
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 PERSONNEL (continued)        ACTION 

 
6-29 (continued) 

Deneault, Kelly, from School Adjustment Counselor at Gerald 
Creamer Center to School Adjustment Counselor at Gerald 
Creamer Center* 
DeRose, Lara, from Social Studies at Worcester Technical to 
Social Studies at Worcester Technical* 
DeSavage, Dawn, from Social Studies at Sullivan Middle to 
Social Studies at Burncoat Middle 
Diggs, Brenda, from English at Challenge Academy to English 
at Challenge Academy* 
Donington, Thomas, from English as a Second Language at 
Burncoat High to Social Studies at Burncoat High 
Donovan-Pendzic, Esperanza, from School Adjustment 
Counselor at Columbus Park to School Adjustment 
Counselor, Systemwide 
Dottin, Craig, from Social Studies at Gerald Creamer Center 
to Social Studies at Gerald Creamer Center* 
Dupuis, Lisa, from Intermediate at Burncoat Elementary to 
Intermediate at Norrback* 
Durland, Susan, from STEP at Gates Lane to Moderate 
Special Needs/Inclusion at Gates Lane 
Dyer, Angela, from Moderate Special Needs Math/Science at 
Juvenile Resource Center to Moderate Special Needs 
Math/Science at Juvenile Resource Center* 
Dziokonski, Laurie, from Primary at Clark Street to 
Intermediate at Chandler Elementary 
Edwards, Teddie, from Allied Health/Health Science at North 
to Allied Health/Health Science, at North* 
Felicetti- Magsino, Jennifer, from Science at Challenge 
Academy to Science at Challenge Academy*  
Fellows, Zachary, from Science at Claremont Academy to 
Science at Claremont Academy* 
Fermin, Miriam, from Spanish at Claremont Academy to 
Spanish at Claremont Academy* 
Finlay, Maureen, from Learning Disabilities, Systemwide to 
Learning Disabilities, Systemwide* 
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 PERSONNEL (continued)        ACTION 

 
6-29 (continued) 

Fiske, Melissa, from Speech, Systemwide to Speech, 
Systemwide*   
Fleischmann, Pamela, from English as a Second Language 
at Nelson Place to English as a Second Language at Nelson 
Place* 
Frangou-Apostolou, Triada, from School Adjustment 
Counselor at Quinsigamond to School Adjustment Counselor 
at Quinsigamond* 
Friend, Trevor, from Social Studies at Challenge Academy to 
Social Studies at Challenge Academy* 
Gaffney, Paul, from Science at Gerald Creamer Center to 
Science at Gerald Creamer Center* 
Gage, Melanie, from English at Challenge Academy to 
English at Challenge Academy* 
Garvey, Michael, from Library Media at Burncoat Elementary 
to Library Media at Worcester Technical 
Girard, Monique, from Intermediate at Canterbury to Primary 
at Canterbury  
Gohary, Martin, from Music at Elm Park to Music at North High 
Graham, James, from Industrial Arts at Alternative School at 
St. Casimir to Industrial Arts at Alternative School at St. 
Casimir* 
Gray, Erin, from Primary at Lincoln Street to Primary at 
Tatnuck Magnet 
Gregorio-Bowen, Sonia, from Foreign Language Systemwide 
to Spanish at North High  
Greige, Jocelyn, from Primary at Canterbury to Intermediate 
at Canterbury 
Grossi, Marc, from Moderate Special Needs/Behavior 
Management at ACT at Chandler Magnet to Moderate Special 
Needs/Behavior Management at ACT at Chandler Magnet* 
Haaker, Naomi, from BCBA Systemwide to BCBA 
Systemwide* 
Hall, Sandra, from English as a Second Language at 
Canterbury to Intermediate at Chandler Elementary 
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 PERSONNEL (continued)        ACTION 

 
6-29 (continued) 

Hamilton, James, from Math at Burncoat Middle to Math at 
Worcester East Middle 
Harrity, Ellen, from Elementary at Gates Lane to Elementary 
at Gates Lane* 
Harvey, Janice, from English at Gerald Creamer Center to 
English at Gerald Creamer Center* 
Herron, Kimberly, from Moderate Special Needs/Behavior 
Management at ACT at Chandler Magnet to Moderate Special 
Needs/Behavior Management at ACT at Chandler Magnet 
Hersey, Margaret, from Social Studies at Burncoat Middle to 
English at Burncoat High 
Howse, Christopher, from Moderate Special Needs/Behavior 
Management at ACT at Chandler Magnet to Moderate Special 
Needs/Behavior Management at ACT at Chandler Magnet* 
Huaman, Alberto, from Math at Worcester East Middle to Math 
at Worcester East Middle* 
Hughes-Donahue, Mary Beth, from Intermediate at Vernon 
Hill to Intermediate at Vernon Hill  
Hunter, Alice, from English as a Second Language/Math at 
New Citizens Center to English as a Second Language/Math 
at New Citizens Center* 
Huynh, Thuan, from English at Worcester East Middle to 
English at Worcester East Middle*  
Hynes, Robin, from Business at Gerald Creamer Center to 
Business at Gerald Creamer Center* 
Incutto, Francis, from Moderate Special Needs/Behavior 
Management at Alternative School at St. Casimir to Moderate 
Special Needs/Behavior Management at Alternative School at 
St. Casimir* 
Juneau, David, from Special Education at Gerald Creamer 
Center to Special Education at Gerald Creamer Center* 
Keniston, Wallace, from Library Media at Claremont Academy 
to Library Media at Claremont Academy* 
Kiley, Paula, from Primary at Rice Square to English as a 
Second Language at Rice Square 
Kirrane, Paul, from Math at Worcester East Middle to Math at 
Burncoat Middle 
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 PERSONNEL (continued)        ACTION 

 
6-29 (continued) 

Klein, Elizabeth, from Speech Systemwide to Speech 
Systemwide* 
Kydd, Raymond, from Math at Reach Academy to Math at 
Reach Academy* 
Laprise, Craig, from Intermediate at West Tatnuck to 
Intermediate at Canterbury 
Lemieux, Beth, from Math at Forest Grove to Math at Forest 
Grove* 
Lester, Booker, from School Adjustment Counselor at 
Alternative School at St. Casimir to School Adjustment 
Counselor at Alternative School at St. Casimir* 
Lopez, Lynn Anderson, from English as a Second Language 
at Forest Grove to English as a Second Language at Doherty 
Luong, Nghiem, from Science at Reach Academy to Science 
at Reach Academy* 
Mahoney, Robert, from Moderate Special Needs/Humanities 
at Juvenile Resource Center to Moderate Special 
Needs/Humanities at Juvenile Resource Center* 
Manuel, Kyle, from Intermediate at Chandler Magnet to 
Intermediate at Worcester Arts Magnet 
Makela, Daniel, from Science at the Academy of Science, 
Technology and Health at Worcester East Middle to Social 
Studies at the Academy of Science, Technology and Health 
at Worcester East Middle 
Martin, Daniel, from Intermediate at Vernon Hill to 
Intermediate at Tatnuck Magnet 
McCarthy, David, from Social Studies at Gerald Creamer 
Center to Social Studies at Gerald Creamer Center* 
McNamara, David, from Math at Challenge Academy to Math 
at Challenge Academy* 
McPartland, Ashley, from English as a Second 
Language/Secondary at New Citizens Center to English as a 
Second Language/Secondary at New Citizens Center* 
McRae, Sharon, from Kindergarten at Chandler Magnet to 
Primary at Rice Square 
Moriarty, Scott, from Science at Gerald Creamer Center to 
Science at Gerald Creamer Center* 
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 PERSONNEL (continued)        ACTION 

 
6-29 (continued) 

Mejia-Cruz, Daniel, from Math at Gerald Creamer Center to 
Math at Gerald Creamer Center* 
Michalowski, Susan, from Intermediate at Quinsigamond to 
Primary at Thorndyke  
Migridichian, Gregg, from Industrial Arts at St. Casimir to 
Industrial Arts at St. Casimir* 
Millett, John, from Math at Claremont Academy to Math at 
North High 
Mills, Kelle, from Primary at Clark Street to Primary at Lake 
View 
Mitchell, Maura, from Intermediate at Vernon Hill to 
Intermediate at Vernon Hill 
Monaco, Kerry, from Primary at Union Hill to Primary at 
Midland Street 
Moore, Angela, from Safety Center at Harlow Street to Safety 
Center at Harlow Street* 
Moore, James, from English at Burncoat High to English at 
Burncoat High 
Mooshian, Christine, from STEP at Sullivan Middle to 
Moderate Special Needs/Inclusion at Forest Grove 
Mott, Aaron, from Music Systemwide to Music at Columbus 
Park 
Nemes, Amie, from Art Systemwide to Art Systemwide*  
Nicol, John, from Math at Gerald Creamer Center to Math at 
Gerald Creamer Center* 
Notaro, David, from Math at Gerald Creamer Center to Math 
at Gerald Creamer Center* 
Nunez, Taylor, from English at North to English at Gerald 
Creamer Center 
O’Coin-Foley, Virginia, from Moderate Special 
Needs/Behavior Management at Alternative School at St. 
Casimir to Moderate Special Needs/Behavior Management at 
Alternative School at St. Casimir* 
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 PERSONNEL (continued)        ACTION 

 
6-29 (continued) 

O’Neil, Kathryn, from Moderate Special Needs/Behavior 
Management at Alternative School at St. Casimir to Moderate 
Special Needs/Behavior Management at Alternative School at 
St. Casimir* 
O’Rourke, Nancy, from Intermediate at Goddard to Primary at 
Tatnuck Magnet 
Orcutt, Elizabeth, from Moderate Special Needs/Behavior 
Management at Alternative School at St. Casimir to Moderate 
Special Needs/Behavior Management at  Alternative School 
at St. Casimir* 
Pappas, Christopher, from Industrial Arts at Alternative 
School at St. Casimir to Industrial Arts at alternative School at 
St. Casimir* 
Parker, Heather, from Guidance at Claremont to Guidance at 
Claremont* 
Patrone, Daniel, from Moderate Special Needs/Behavior 
Management at ACT at Chandler Magnet to Moderate Special 
Needs/Behavior Management at ACT at Chandler Magnet* 
Patsis, Stacy from Intermediate at Tatnuck Magnet to Primary 
at Vernon Hill 
Phillips, Carrie, from School Adjustment Counselor at 
Alternative School at St. Casimir to School Adjustment 
Counselor at Alternative School at St. Casimir* 
Phillips, Priscilla, from Allied Health/Health Science, North to 
Allied Health/Health Science, North* 
Piazzo, Lori, from Moderate Special Needs/Inclusion at 
Canterbury to Moderate Special needs/Inclusion at 
Canterbury* 
Reilly, Ashley, from Kindergarten at Midland Street to 
Kindergarten at Midland Street* 
Reyes, Vinicio, from Math at St. Casimir to Math at St. 
Casimir* 
Richard, Cindy, from Primary at Canterbury to Primary at 
Canterbury 
Ritacco, Donna, from School Adjustment Counselor at 
Alternative School at St. Casimir to School Adjustment 
Counselor at Alternative School at St. Casimir* 
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 PERSONNEL (continued)        ACTION 

 
6-29 (continued) 

Rivera, Olga, from School Adjustment Counselor at Reach 
Academy to School Adjustment Counselor at Reach 
Academy* 
Robicheau, Celia, from Systemwide Alternative Guidance at 
Gerald Creamer Center to Systemwide Alternative Guidance 
at Gerald Creamer Center* 
Saad, Jillian, from Primary at Woodland Academy to Primary 
at Woodland Academy* 
Sales, Sarah Biel, from Speech Systemwide to Speech 
Systemwide* 
Salinas, Ana, from Speech Systemwide to Speech 
Systemwide* 
Sawyer, Christine, from Social Studies at Gerald Creamer 
Center to Social Studies at Gerald Creamer Center* 
Selen, Maureen, from Health Systemwide to Health 
Systemwide* 
Selzo, Jennifer, from Moderate Special Needs/Inclusion 
Intermediate at Vernon Hill to Moderate Special 
Needs/Inclusion at Vernon Hill 
Shea, Cornelius, from Moderate Special Needs/Behavior 
Management at Alternative School at St. Casimir to Moderate 
Special Needs/Behavior Management at Alternative School at 
St. Casimir* 
Shenian, Melissa, from Speech Systemwide to Speech 
Systemwide*  
Shevory, Mark, from Intermediate at Belmont to Intermediate 
at McGrath 
Simon, Luann, from Primary at Norrback to Primary at Lake 
View 
Sokolowski, Margaret, from Systemwide Library Media at 
Gerald Creamer Center to Systemwide Library Media at 
Gerald Creamer Center* 
Spencer, Cecilia, from Social Studies at Sullivan Middle to 
Social Studies at University Park 
Stern, Max, from Social Studies at University Park to Social 
Studies at University Park*   
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. PERSONNEL (continued)        ACTION 

 
6-29 (continued) 

Stimpson, Patrick, from STEP at Forest Grove to STEP at 
Forest Grove*  
St. Peter, Sarah, from Autistic Life Skills at Roosevelt to 
Autistic Life Skills at Roosevelt * 
Richards, Kristen, from English at Worcester Technical to 
English as a Second Language at Forest Grove 
Taka, Julie, from Elementary at Woodland to English as a 
Second Language Systemwide  
Teixeira, Susan, from Primary at Worcester Arts Magnet to 
Intermediate at City View   
Thibodeau, Michael, from Music at North High to English at 
Burncoat High 
Thomas, Denelee, from Speech Systemwide to Speech 
Systemwide* 
Toomey, Paula, from Learning Disabilities Systemwide to 
Learning Disabilities Systemwide*   
Torres, Iris, from Elementary at Rice Square to Kindergarten 
at Woodland Academy 
Towne, Jodi Lee, from Intermediate at Goddard Elementary 
to Preschool at Roosevelt 
Venne, Katherine, from Moderate Special Needs/Behavior 
Management at ACT at Chandler Magnet to Moderate Special 
Needs/Behavior Management at ACT at Chandler Magnet 
Vignaly, Janet, from English as a Second Language at South 
High to Math at South High 
Walsh, Christine, from English at Gerald Creamer Center to 
English at Gerald Creamer Center* 
Whalen, Christine, from Intermediate at Tatnuck Magnet to 
Intermediate at Midland Street 
Whitney, Margaret, from Learning Disabilities Systemwide to 
Learning Disabilities Systemwide* 
Witt, Sheila, from Math at Gerald Creamer Center to Math at 
Gerald Creamer Center* 
Young, Kristina, from Kindergarten at Tatnuck Magnet to 
Preschool at Tatnuck Magnet 
* Employee successfully bid previous assignment 
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 PERSONNEL (continued)        ACTION 
 
6-30  The Superintendent has APPROVED the LEAVE OF 

ABSENCE of the persons named below for the 2016-17 
school year:  

 
Arguello, Jennifer, Teacher, English, North High 
Beaulieu, Jennifer, Teacher, Kindergarten, Columbus Park 
Botsis, Laura, Teacher, Primary, Belmont 
Chuk, Lauren, Assistant Principal, Canterbury 
Coffin, Kara, Teacher, Special Education, Quinsigamond 
Goodwin, Whitney, Teacher, Guidance, Worcester Technical 
Rosa, Meghan, Teacher, English, University Park 
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X. GENERAL BUSINESS         ACTION 

 
gb #4-294.1  - Administration/Mr. Monfredo 
 (June 22, 2016) 
 
To consider approval of the proposed Elementary Report 
Card. 
 
gb #5-292.1  - Administration/Mr. Monfredo/ 
 Mr. O’Connell/Miss Biancheria 
 (August 24, 2016) 
 
Response of the Administration to the request to include 
chronic absenteeism percentages in all accountability plans 
and annual benchmarks. 
 
gb #6-162.1  - Administration/Mr. Foley/Mr. O’Connell/ 
 Mr. Monfredo/Miss Biancheria/ 
 Miss McCullough/Mayor Petty 
 (August 24, 2016) 
 
Response of the Administration to the request to invite 
Treasurer Deborah Goldberg to a School Committee meeting 
to explain the pilot $eedMA program whose goal is to 
encourage Worcester kindergarten students and their families 
to plan and save for college.  
 
gb #6-219.1  - Administration/Mr. Monfredo 
 (August 24, 2016) 
 
Response of the Administration to the requests to rollout a 
campaign on chronic absenteeism, conduct an “Attendance 
Awareness Month” and provide a report relative to a 
sustainability plan in conjunction with the “Attendance 
Awareness Month” with benchmarks and progress reports. 
 
gb #6-253.1  - Administration/Ms. Colorio 
 (August 24, 2016) 
 
Response of the Administration to the request to provide a 
report: 
- as to whether 10% of students in summer school is the 

norm as compared with surrounding districts of similar size 
and demographics 

- as to what was the percentage of students in summer 
school for the past 10 years, if possible 
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 GENERAL BUSINESS (continued)      ACTION 
 

gb #6-292  - Ms. Colorio 
  (August 18, 2016) 
 
Response of the Administration to the request to provide the 
testing schedule for all students. 
 
gb #6-293  - Mr. Monfredo 
  (August 22, 2016) 
 
Request that the Administration review the Mentoring 
Program for principals in their first three years in the 
Worcester Public Schools. 
 
gb #6-294  - Administration 
  (August 22, 2016) 
 
To review the status of the FY17 Budget and make 
appropriate transfers as required. 
 
gb #6-295  - Administration 
  (August 23, 2016) 
 
To approve a prior fiscal year invoice in the amount of 
$9,474.60 for arbitration services. 
 
gb #6-296  - Administration 
   (August 23, 2016) 
 
To accept the 21st Century Grant for Burncoat Middle School 
in the amount of $90,000.00. 
 
gb #6-297  - Administration 
   (August 23, 2016) 
 
To approve a prior fiscal year payment in the amount of 
$3,422.38 for the Robert F. Kennedy Children’s Action Corps, 
Inc. for services rendered in July 2015. 
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GENERAL BUSINESS (continued)      ACTION 
 
gb #6-298  - Administration 
  (August 24, 2016) 
 
To consider approval of prior fiscal year payments for 
Instructional Assistants in the total amount of $10,152.70. 
 
gb #6-299  - Administration 
  (August 24, 2016) 
 
To discuss strategy with respect to collective bargaining for 
Bus Drivers and Bus Monitors, if an open meeting may have 
a detrimental effect on the collective bargaining position of the 
School Committee and the chair so declares. 
 
To discuss strategy with respect to collective bargaining for 
Custodians, if an open meeting may have a detrimental effect 
on the collective bargaining position of the School Committee 
and the chair so declares. 
 
To discuss strategy with respect to collective bargaining for 
Teachers (Unit A/B), if an open meeting may have a 
detrimental effect on the collective bargaining position of the 
School Committee and the chair so declares. 
 
To discuss strategy with respect to collective bargaining for 
Instructional Assistants, if an open meeting may have a 
detrimental effect on the collective bargaining position of the 
School Committee and the chair so declares. 
 
To discuss strategy with respect to collective bargaining for 
Nurses, if an open meeting may have a detrimental effect on 
the collective bargaining position of the School Committee 
and the chair so declares. 
 
To discuss strategy with respect to collective bargaining for 
Computer Technicians, if an open meeting may have a 
detrimental effect on the collective bargaining position of the 
School Committee and the chair so declares. 

 
X. ADJOURNMENT 
    Helen A. Friel, Ed.D. 
    Clerk of the School Committee 





"Municipal Government Day"  

• To promote civic engagement in the Worcester Public Schools the school
committee must initiate a "Municipal Government Day" to give high school
students the opportunity to learn how our municipal government works
and voice their positions on important local issues through prepared
debate.

• Students will be selected to take on the role of as City Manager, School
Superintendent, Mayor, Councilor At-Large, District Councilor and, or,
School Committee Member to learn their responsibilities as an elected
official.

• "Municipal Government Day" should occur on a Tuesday (City Council)
and Thursday (School Committee) in April.

Sincerely, 

Cotey J. Collins 
25 Ekman Street Apt. 16E 
Worcester MA, 01607 
P: (508) 792-0672 | C: (774) 253-0320 
E: CoteyJ.Collins@gmail.com 
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Mandatory Registration Drive for High School Seniors 

• It should be mandatory for high schools to hold an event with a guest
speaker to encourage students to register to vote in September annually.
Guest speakers should be School Committee or City Councilors and
State Legislators should speak during municipal and state-wide election
years.

• After the event and throughout September until the voter registration
deadline in October the public schools must hold a voter registration drive
for eligible high school seniors every day at every lunch.

Sincerely, 

Cotey J. Collins 
25 Ekman Street Apt. 16E 
Worcester MA, 01607 
P: (508) 792-0672 | C: (774) 253-0320 
E: CoteyJ.Collins@gmail.com 
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X. GENERAL BUSINESS CURRENT ITEM  - gb #5-292.1 
 Administration/Mr. Monfredo/ S.C. MEETING  -   9-1-16 
 Mr. O’Connell/Miss Biancheria 
 (August 24, 2016) 
  1ST ITEM gb #5-292 S.C.MTG. 11-5-15 
  2ND ITEM gb #5-292.1 S.C.MTG. 9-1-16 
 
ITEM: 
 
Response of the Administration to the request to include chronic absenteeism 
percentages in all accountability plans and annual benchmarks. 
 
 
ORIGINAL ITEM:  Mr. Monfredo/Mr. O’Connell/Miss Biancheria  
                              (October 19, 2015) 
 
Request that the Administration include chronic absenteeism percentages in all 
accountability plans and annual benchmarks. 
 
 
 
 
PRIOR ACTION: 
 
11-5-15  - Referred to the Administration. 

Mr. Monfredo made the following motion: 
  Request that the item be referred to the Administration for a report 

back in December. 
 Dr. Boone indicated that 26 schools already refer to efforts to 

improve attendance in some way and an additional 6 schools 
include specific measures to improve attendance in their 
accountability plans. 

 Mr. O’Connell suggested that we ask schools to consider including 
chronic absenteeism percentages in their accountability plans. 

 Mayor Petty moved and it was voice voted to refer the item to the 
Administration. 

 
 
BACKUP:  
 
The Instructional Leadership Team (TLT) in each school includes student 
attendance as a priority in their Accountability Plans. 
 
RECOMMENDATION OF MAKER: 
 
 
RECOMMENDATION OF ADMINISTRATION: 
 
Accept and file. 



An Investment in
your Child’s Future

What is the $eedMA Program?
$eedMA is a new program designed by Treasurer 
Deborah B. Goldberg to help Worcester families 
invest in their child’s higher education. 

It provides kindergarten students with a $50 
deposit funded through the Office of the State 
Treasurer and Receiver General of Massachusetts 
to establish a Massachusetts 529 college savings 
account also known as the U.Fund College 
Investing Plan.

Why should you save for your child’s 
higher education expenses?

Putting aside money early and often is the best 
way to build your savings and help your child pay 
for college. Research shows that just establishing 
a college savings account makes a child 7 times 
more likely to attend college.1 

When covering college costs, most families aim to 
contribute a portion of their savings and borrow 
the rest through student loans. However, because 
you will be paying interest on these loans, saving 
even a little bit of money each month could 
decrease those costs down the road.

What is a 529 college savings 
account?

A 529 college savings account is a tax-advantaged 
account specifically designed to help families 
save for college through professionally managed 
portfolios of mutual funds. 

When a child with a 529 account reaches college 
age, the funds in the account can be used to pay 
for qualified higher education expenses (including 
accredited vocational and technical training), and 
are exempt from federal and state income taxes.

1 William Elliot III and Sandra Beverly, “The Role of Savings and Wealth in 
Reducing ‘Wilt’ Between Expectations and College Attendance,” George Warren Brown School 
of Social Work Center for Social Development (January 2010): 1-2.

Learn more at
SeedMA.org

Brought to you by

Office of the State Treasurer 
and Receiver General of Massachusetts

$eedMA is a program that is offered through the Office of Economic Empowerment 
of the Office of the State Treasurer and Receiver General of Massachusetts (“Office of 
the State Treasurer”) that provides eligible kindergarten students with a $50 deposit 
to establish a U.Fund College Investing Plan account. The Economic Empowerment 
Trust Fund (“EETF”) is administered by the State Treasurer and is a recognized 501(c)
(3) non-profit organization that is statutorily authorized to support and facilitate the 
establishment of college savings accounts in cooperation with MEFA. Funding for 
the $eedMA program is provided by the EETF and the Office of the State Treasurer 
implements the programmatic goals of the EETF.

$

$eedMA
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After opening a 529 account, 
how do I start building my savings?

Families should aim to contribute to their 529 college 
savings account on a monthly basis, in whatever 
amount they prefer. 

Here are some ideas to help your savings grow:

Set up a monthly Direct Deposit, either 
through your employer’s payroll or your 
bank account. 

Save a percentage of your tax refund 
each year. 

Encourage your children to actively 
participate in saving. 

Ask family and friends to contribute to 
your 529 college savings account on 
holidays and birthdays. 

How will the $eedMA program provide 
financial education to my family?

Every account established through the $eedMA 
program comes with the following benefits: 

Free access to a financial education curriculum. 

Age-appropriate money management lessons 
for children and adults. 

Direct access to additional tools and 
information through MEFA.

What are the benefits of opening a 529 
account through the $eedMA Program?

Every account includes a free $50 deposit 
through the Office of the State Treasurer and 
Receiver General of Massachusetts.

Funds in the account can be used to pay for a 
variety of higher education expenses, including 
tuition, fees, room and board, books, supplies, 
and computer equipment.

Qualified withdrawals are free from federal and 
state income taxes.

The adult account holder maintains control 
over the account on behalf of the student.

There are no account maintenance fees.

Signing up is easy through our online form.

Each account has access to free college 
planning tools and resources through the 
Massachusetts Educational Financing 
Authority (MEFA).

How do I open a 529 account through the 
$eedMA Program?

A 529 account through the $eedMA Program can 
be opened by any eligible adult on behalf of a 
kindergarten student enrolled in the Worcester Public 
School System for the 2016-2017 school year. 

The Office of the State Treasurer and Receiver 
General of Massachusetts and MEFA will be hosting 
enrollment events throughout Worcester during the 
school year. Signing up is also easy through our online 
form. For more information visit www.SeedMA.org.

Who is MEFA?

MEFA (the Massachusetts Educational Financing 
Authority) is a non-profit state authority created to 
provide college planning information, guidance, and 
programs to help families plan, save, and pay for 
college. 

The Office of the State Treasurer and Receiver General 
of Massachusetts is partnering with MEFA to deliver 
the $eedMA program and age-appropriate financial 
education training to Worcester families.

What information will I need 
to open a 529 account 

through the $eedMA Program?

For the Account Holder 
(Parent or other Adult): 

Name
Social Security Number
Date of Birth
Legal Address
Phone Number
Email Address
Employment Information (if employed)

For the Beneficiary (Student): 

Name
Social Security Number
Date of Birth 
Legal Address

Invest in your Child’s Future Today
$

$

$

$

$

$

$

$
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Empirical evidence gathered over the last several years documents 
the potential of Children’s Savings Accounts (CSAs) to expand 
educational and economic opportunity for low- and moderate-income 
families. While much of the research on CSAs is based on regression 
analyses of panel data, randomized controlled trials (RCTs) have also 
found positive impacts from CSAs and financial education targeted to 
young children. This Fact File serves as an annotated bibliography of 
peer-reviewed research on CSAs as it relates to three topics: early child 
development and financial capability, college expectations, and college 
enrollment and graduation.

FACT: Children’s savings improve early child 
development and future financial capability 

JUNE 2014

SCHOLARLY RESEARCH ON CHILDREN’S SAVINGS ACCOUNTS

Numbers to know: 

CSAs have the potential to impact child development and financial 
capability throughout the lifecycle. Several rigorous RCTs show that 
starting kids with financial education and savings early in life can have 
positive impacts on their socio-emotional development and improve 
their financial capability. Because these RCTs focus on children, we will not know their long-term financial and 
educational impacts for years, but panel data analysis shows that adults who had savings as children have improved 
financial literacy, a greater diversification of savings, and a higher level of savings overall.

Finding #1: Children provided a CSA at birth score better on socio-emotional development indicators than their 
counterparts who did not receive a CSA. These positive effects occur regardless of the amount or frequency of 
deposits made by parents into the child’s account.1

Finding #2: Families with children who are provided a seeded, matched savings account at birth save signifi-
cantly more for college than families of children who did not receive these accounts.2

Finding #3: After receiving five hours of classroom-based financial education, students demonstrated greater 
knowledge of financial concepts, and these knowledge gains persisted one year later. Attitudes towards saving 
and financial institutions also improved.3

Finding #4: Children enrolled in a matched savings program and receiving financial education scored signifi-
cantly higher on financial literacy tests than children who received the education alone, without a savings ac-
count.4

Finding #5: Compared to children without savings, children with savings accumulated a significantly greater 
level of savings as adults.5 6 These young adults were also more likely to develop diverse types of savings and 
investments, such as stock investments and retirement savings.7

One of the first steps towards preparing a child for college is ensuring that she aspires to go to college. Simply put, 
children who start planning early to go to college are more likely to enroll in college. Many CSA programs actively 

FACT: Children with college savings have greater college expectations 

Children with $500 or 
less saved for college are

3 times more likely to 
enroll and

4 times more likely to 
graduate

Source: Assets and Education Initiative (2013)

RCT
✓

RCT
✓

RCT
✓
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push children to plan for education beyond high school, whether a two-year, four-year, or trade school degree. The research 
in this area finds that children develop ideas about their higher education plans early on; that college savings help children 
think of themselves as college-bound; and that CSAs help children build a financial plan around paying for college.

Finding #1: Children formulate ideas about their futures, including college attendance, as early as elementary school.8  9

Finding #2: Having an account designated for college helps children build positive expectations about college.10 11

Finding #3: CSAs promote the importance of higher education and make the future feel more proximate for children. 12

Finding #4: Children aged 12-18 with a savings account for college had higher math scores and were twice as likely to 
expect to go to college than their counterparts without a college savings account.13

Finding #5: Fourth-graders with a CSA were three times as likely to mention savings as an important element in financ-
ing college.14

Finding #6: Financial assets such as CSAs are strongly connected to parents’ expectations for their children. The dif-
ference between parental expectations in white households and households of color is attributable to disparities in 
financial assets.5

Much of the research on children’s savings focuses on academic performance and higher education outcomes. The research 
shows that families are often unaware of the level of financial aid available to students, and the fear of college unaffordability 
significantly deters college enrollment. Children with savings have better math and reading scores, higher rates of college 
enrollment and graduation, and less college-related debt. While the size of these effects differs by study and methodology, 
the effects tend to be positive and statistically significant.16 

Finding #1: Children in low-wealth families with school savings have higher math scores than those without school 
savings.17 18

Finding #2: Low college enrollment by youth from low-income families is partly due to uncertainty about college af-
fordability.19

Finding #3: Most students do not know what amount of financial aid they qualify for until after they have been admit-
ted to college. This timing is often too late to be of value to low-income students as they make their enrollment deci-
sions.20

Finding #4: Even small college savings can have a big effect on college enrollment and graduation.21 Low- and moder-
ate-income children with $500 or less in savings were three times more likely to enroll in college than children with no 
savings, and four times more likely to graduate.22

Finding #5: Young adults who had their own account designated for college were two times more likely to be “on 
course” to complete college (i.e., progressing toward graduation) than those who did not.23 24

Finding #6: CSAs reduce “wilt,” the gap between the expectation of attending college after high school and actual col-
lege enrollment. Among high school students who expect to attend college, those with a college savings account are 
four times more likely to attend than those without an account.25

Finding #7: Children whose parents had saved for their college expenses were less likely to take out high-dollar loans 
for their college education, putting the children at a lower risk of dropping out of college or accumulating burdensome 
debt.26 27

FACT: Children with college savings do better academically 
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Resources

CSAs, Child Development, and Future Financial Capability
1. Huang et al., Effects of Child Development Accounts on early social-emotional development: An experimental test, 2014
2. Mason et al., Do Child Development Accounts Promote Account Holding, Saving, and Asset Accumulation for Children’s Future?, 2011
3. Wiedrich et al., Financial Education & Account Access Among Elementary Students, 2014
4. Center for Financial Security, Youth Financial Inclusion: Complementing Financial Education with Account Access, 2012
5. Friedline and Song, Accumulating Assets, Debts in Young Adulthood, 2013
6. Friedline et al., Testing an Asset-Building Approach for Young People, 2012
7. Friedline et al., Toward Healthy Balance Sheets: The Role of a Savings Account for Young Adults’ Asset Diversification and Accumulation,  2014

CSAs and College Expectations
8. Sherraden et al., Financial Capability in Children: Effects of Participation in a School-Based Financial Education and Savings Program, 2009
9. Elliott, We Save, We Go to College, 2012
10. Elliott et al., The Age Old Question, Which Comes First? A Simultaneous Test of Children‘s Savings and Children‘s College-Bound Identity, 2011
11. Destin, Integrating Resource-Based and Person-Based Approaches to Understanding Wealth Effects on School Achievement, 2012
12. Oyserman, Not Just Any Path: Implications of Identity-Based Motivation for School Outcome Disparities, 2012
13. Elliott, At-Risk Children’s college aspirations and expectations: The potential role of children’s savings accounts, 2008
14. Elliott et al.,Young children‘s perceptions of college and saving: Potential role of Child Development Accounts, 2009
15. Kim et al., Parental educational expectations by race and Hispanic origin: Evidence form the SEED OK experiment, 2012

CSAs and Academic Success
16. Elliott et al., Taking Stock of Ten Years of Research on the Relationship between Assets and Children’s Educational Outcomes, 2011
17. Elliott et al., Raising math scores among children in low-wealth households: Potential Benefit of Children’s School Savings, 2011
18. Elliott et al., Math Achievement and Children’s Savings: Implications for Child Development Accounts, 2010
19. Goldrick-Rab et al., Why Financial Aid Matters (or Does Not) for College Success: Toward a New Interdisciplinary Perspective, 2009
20. Heller, Early Commitment of Financial Aid Eligibility, 2006
21. Elliott, Small-Dollar Children’s Savings Accounts and College Outcomes, 2013
22. Assets and Education Initiative, Building Expectations, Delivering Results: Asset-Based Financial Aid and the Future of Higher Education, 2013
23. Elliott & Beverly, Staying on Course: The Effects of Savings and Assets on the College Progress of Young Adults, 2010
24. Elliott et al., Improving College Progress among Low- to Moderate-Income (LMI) Young Adults: The Role of Assets, 2013
25. Elliott & Beverly, The Role of Savings and Wealth in Reducing Wilt between Expectations  and College Attendance, 2010
26. Elliott & Nam, Reducing student loan debt through parents’ college savings, 2013
27. Elliott et al., Protecting Students from Student Loan Debt: Can Parent’s College Savings Help (forthcoming), 2014
28. 

Questions or Comments? Contact CFED:

Jeremie Greer, Director of Government Affairs
Email: jgreer@cfed.org  Phone: 202.207.0125 

Ezra Levin, Federal Affairs Manager
Email: elevin@cfed.org  Phone: 202.466.5925
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