
The following items will be discussed at the meeting of the Standing 
Committee on Teaching, Learning and Student Supports to be held on 

Tuesday, February 7, 2017 at 5:30 p.m. in Room 410 at the Durkin 
Administration Building: 

gb #2-139  -  Mr. O'Connell/Mr. Monfredo/Ms. Colorio   (April 11, 2012) 

To consider development of a partnership with the Boston Debate League to support 

academic debate teams in high schools in Worcester. 

gb #5-14  -  Mr. O’Connell/Mr. Monfredo/Miss Ramirez/Miss Biancheria  (January 7, 

2015) 

To invite a representative of Tenacity to meet with the Worcester Public Schools, to 
consider cooperative opportunities to expand the Tenacity Summer Tennis and 
Reading Program for the benefit of the students of the Worcester Public Schools. 

gb #5-244  -  Mr. O’Connell/Miss Ramirez/Mr. Foley/Mr. Monfredo/Miss Biancheria/ 

Mayor Petty  (September 10, 2015) 

To review the scores achieved by Worcester students in the Spring 2015 
administration of the Advanced Placement examinations, in all courses and at all 
levels. 

gb #6-128  -  Mr. Monfredo/Mr. O’Connell/Ms. Colorio/Mr. Foley/Miss McCullough 

(March 21, 2016) 

Request that the Administration consider implementing an advanced academy, based 

on the Goddard Academy model, at Burncoat Middle School for grade 7 students in 
either the 2016-17 or 2017-18 academic year which can be expanded to grade 8. 

gb #6-334  -  Miss McCullough/Mr. O’Connell/Mr. Monfredo/Miss Biancheria 
(September 26, 2016) 

Request that the Administration consider the feasibility of establishing a citywide girl’s 

ice hockey team. 

gb #7-51  - Administration   (January 25, 2017) 

To consider approval of the following new courses for the 2017 - 18 school year: 

High School 
 Accounting 1

 AP Seminar
 Document Processing

Middle School 
 Chorus

 Dance Ensemble
 Dance for Fitness

 String Orchestra
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OFFICE OF THE 

CLERK OF THE SCHOOL COMMITTEE 
WORCESTER PUBLIC SCHOOLS 

20 IRVING STREET 
WORCESTER, MA 01609 

 

AGENDA #1 
 

The Standing Committee on TEACHING, LEARNING AND STUDENT SUPPORTS 
will hold a meeting: 

  

 on: Tuesday, February 7, 2017 
 at: 5:30 p.m.  

in: Room 410, Durkin Administration Building 
  

ORDER OF BUSINESS 
 
I. CALL TO ORDER 

 
II. ROLL CALL 

 
III. GENERAL BUSINESS 
 

gb #2-139  -  Mr. O'Connell/Mr. Monfredo/Ms. Colorio   (April 11, 2012) 
 

To consider development of a partnership with the Boston Debate League to support 
academic debate teams in high schools in Worcester. 
 

ros #4-12  -  Administration   (October 8, 2014) 
 

DISTRICT LITERACY PLAN 
 
gb #4-39  -  Mr. O'Connell/Mr. Foley/Mr. Monfredo/Mayor Petty  (February 4, 2014) 

 
To review and consider the report which sets forth "The Gateway Cities Vision for 

Dynamic Community-Wide Learning Systems."  
 
gb #4-175  -  Ms. Novick/Mr. Monfredo/Mr. Foley/Mr. O’Connell  (May 28, 2014) 

 
To consider the possible benefits and drawbacks of later secondary school start times 

on teaching and learning. 
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gb #4-226  -  Mr. O’Connell/Ms. Novick/Mr. Monfredo/Miss Biancheria (August 13, 

2014) 
 

To review the level of instruction in computer "coding" provided to students of the 
Worcester Public Schools who would like to explore coding as a potential career. 
 

gb #4-259  -  Mr. O’Connell/Mr. Foley/Mr. Monfredo/Miss Biancheria  (September 
17, 2014) 

 
To initiate a course in Mandarin Chinese at the Advanced Placement level, offered 
either in a customary classroom setting or through Virtual High School. 

 
gb #5-14  -  Mr. O’Connell/Mr. Monfredo/Miss Ramirez/Miss Biancheria  (January 7, 

2015) 
 

To invite a representative of Tenacity to meet with the Worcester Public Schools, to 
consider cooperative opportunities to expand the Tenacity Summer Tennis and 
Reading Program for the benefit of the students of the Worcester Public Schools. 

 
gb #5-207  -  Mr. Monfredo/Mr. O’Connell/Miss Biancheria  (August 7, 2015) 

 
Request that the Worcester Public Schools consider sharing information regarding the 
National Attendance Awareness Month movement sponsored by 40 national partners.  

 
gb #5-244  -  Mr. O’Connell/Miss Ramirez/Mr. Foley/Mr. Monfredo/Miss 

Biancheria/Mayor Petty  (September 10, 2015) 
 
To review the scores achieved by Worcester students in the Spring 2015 

administration of the Advanced Placement examinations, in all courses and at all 
levels. 

 
gb #5-269  -  Mr. Foley/Miss Ramirez/Mr. Monfredo/Mr. O’Connell/Miss Biancheria  
(October 5, 2015) 

 
Request that the Administration research the opportunities available to Worcester 

public school students through Unified Theater, an inclusive, student-led creative 
program that builds relationships and leadership.  
 

gb #5-328  -  Administration  (November 24, 2015) 
 

To consider the Coordinated Program Review (CPR). 
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ros #6-3  -  Administration   (March 9, 2016 

 
THE OPIATE EPIDEMIC: IMPACT ON THE WORCESTER COMMUNITY 

 
gb #6-28.1  -  Administration/Ms. Colorio/Mr. O’Connell/Mr. Monfredo/ 
Miss Biancheria  (February 17, 2016) 

 
Response of the Administration to the request to provide a list of assessments that 

were administered to kindergarten students for the 2015-16 academic year. 
 
gb #6-37  - Mr. O’Connell/Mr. Monfredo/Ms. Colorio/Miss McCullough 

(January 11, 2016) 
 

To address the incidents of violent and aggressive behavior on the part of students 
toward teachers, administrators and other staff members in school, including staff 

development training in responses to student aggression, and consideration of 
appropriate policies and practices to curtail such incidents. 
 

gb #6-50.1  -  Administration/Mayor Petty/Mr. O’Connell/Mr. Monfredo/Miss 
McCullough   (March 9, 2016) 

 
Response of the Administration to the request to consider joining and fully funding 
Worcester Technical High School’s schoolwide participation in SkillsUSA. 

 
gb #6-128  -  Mr. Monfredo/Mr. O’Connell/Ms. Colorio/Mr. Foley/Miss McCullough  

(March 21, 2016) 
 
Request that the Administration consider implementing an advanced academy, based 

on the Goddard Academy model, at Burncoat Middle School for grade 7 students in 
either the 2016-17 or 2017-18 academic year which can be expanded to grade 8. 

 
gb #6-212  -  Mr. O’Connell/Miss McCullough/Mr. Monfredo/Miss Biancheria 
(May 25, 2016) 

 
To consider amending the 2017 summer reading list by adding to it certain works of 

literature which appeared on previous summer reading lists, and which are widely 
recognized as classics and as key elements of a well-rounded elementary or 
secondary school educational experience.  

 
gb #6-260.1  -  Administration/Miss Biancheria/Mr. O’Connell/Ms. Colorio/ 

Mr. Monfredo (November 1, 2016) 
 
Response of the Administration to the request to provide a report indicating by 

individual school its designated level (I, II, III, IV or V) and outline ways in which 
these levels can be improved. 
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gb #6-264  -  Mr. O’Connell/Mr. Foley/Mr. Monfredo/Ms. Colorio/Miss 

McCullough/Miss Biancheria  (July 6, 2016) 
 

To consider opportunities to enhance the education of the academically gifted 
students of the Worcester Public Schools, at all appropriate levels. 
 

gb #6-270  -  Mr. Monfredo/Mr. O’Connell/Ms. Colorio/Miss McCullough/Miss 
Biancheria  (July 22, 2016) 

 
Request that the Administration provide a report on the summer school programs to 
include: 

 
-academic progress 

-attendance 
-community involvement 

-engagement of colleges in summer activities 
-number of ELL students 
-number of grade 1 and 2 students 

 
and suggest improvements for next year. 

 
gb #6-308  -  Mr. O’Connell/Mr. Monfredo/Ms. Colorio/Miss Biancheria  (September 
7, 2016) 

 
To discuss the impact of radiofrequency electromagnetic radiation from wifi and 

cellular towers on students and staff in schools, potentially including neurologic 
impairment and malignancy, and to consider means of minimizing any such risk 
within the Worcester Public Schools by changes as to practice and policy. 

 
gb #6-315  -  Mr. Monfredo/Mr. O’Connell/Ms. Colorio/Miss McCullough/Miss 

Biancheria    (September 7, 2016) 
 
Request that the Administration consider establishing a learning committee to 

include service learning advocates at all the high schools and within the community 
whose mission would be to develop a plan at the secondary level and have all 

secondary schools engage in a service learning project during the 2016-17 school 
year. 
 

gb #6-334  -  Miss McCullough/Mr. O’Connell/Mr. Monfredo/Miss Biancheria 
(September 26, 2016) 

 
Request that the Administration consider the feasibility of establishing a citywide girl’s 
ice hockey team. 
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gb #7-2  -  Mr. O’Connell/Mr. Foley/Mr. Monfredo/Miss McCullough  (December 16, 

2016) 
  

To review the 2016 Successor Settlement Agreement between the United States of 
America and the Worcester Public Schools, and to determine the financial costs of 
implementing it in full, for use in preparation of the fiscal year 2018 Budget.  

 
gb #7-4  -  Mr. O’Connell/Mr. Foley/Ms. Colorio/Mr. Monfredo/Miss McCullough   

(December 16, 2016) 
 
To urge the individual Worcester public schools, and departments, to review and 

expand their websites, as a means of (1) increasing the information available through 
them, (2) showcasing student work and achievements, (3) sharing detailed curricular 

and programmatic information, and (4) assisting prospective students and parents in 
making informed decisions as to selection of an appropriate school. 

 

gb #7-23  - Mr. O’Connell/Ms. Colorio/Mr. Monfredo/Miss McCullough/Miss Biancheria  

(January 3, 2017) 
 

To consider making an online grading system available to all teachers for the 2017-
18 academic and fiscal year. 

 
gb #7-51  - Administration  (January 25, 2017) 
 

To consider approval of the following new courses for the 2017 - 18 school year:  
 

High School 
 Accounting 1 
 AP Seminar 

 Document Processing 
 

Middle School 
 Chorus 
 Dance Ensemble 

 Dance for Fitness 
 String Orchestra 

 
IV. ADJOURNMENT 
      Helen A. Friel, Ed.D. 

      Clerk of the School Committee 
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          ITEM:  gb #2-139 
 
STANDING COMMITTEE:  TEACHING, LEARNING AND STUDENT SUPPORTS 
 
DATE OF MEETING:     Tuesday, February 7, 2017 
 
 
ITEM: Mr. O'Connell/Mr. Monfredo/Ms. Colorio    (April 11, 2012) 
 
To consider development of a partnership with the Boston Debate League to 
support academic debate teams in high schools in Worcester. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
PRIOR ACTION: 
 
4-26-12  - Referred to the Standing Committee on Teaching, Learning and 

Student Supports. 
1-30-14  - Mr. O’Connell and Mr. Monfredo made the following motions: 
 Request that the Administration conduct a survey of principals, 

teachers and students relative to the interest level of students to 
participate in debating. 

 Request that the Administration provide a cost figure in April to 
provide debating opportunities to students in the Worcester Public 
Schools. 

 On a voice vote, the motions were approved. 
 Miss Ramirez made the following motion: 
 Request that the Administration consider a review of the 

Toastmasters International Program, a non-profit educational 
organization that teaches public speaking and leadership skills 
through a worldwide network of meeting locations. 

 It was moved and voice voted to hold the item for April 2014. 
 
 
 
 
 
BACKUP: The Administration will be prepared to speak to the item. 
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PRIOR ACTION (continued) 
 
12-8-15  - Mrs. Eressy spoke to the item and indicated that she would provide 

information regarding the National Debate Organization to the 
secondary principals. 

 Mr. O’Connell requested that the Administration conduct a survey at 
the secondary level in the winter to determine interest regarding the 
establishment of Debate Teams, Model Congresses or a Model UN 
Congress in the Worcester Public Schools. 

 Mr. Monfredo made the following motion: 
 Request that the item be held for a report back in late January or 

early February 2016. 
 On a voice vote, the motion was approved. 
 It was moved and voice voted to request that the Administration 

contact the President of Becker College to determine interest in 
working in a collaborative way to develop a public speaking or debate 
initiative in the Worcester Public Schools. 

8-16-16  - It was moved and voice voted to request that the Administration 
respond to the item in October 2016. 

10-17-16  - Mr. Monfredo made the following motion: 
  Request that the Administration establish a debating league in the 

schools. 
 On a voice vote, the motion was approved. 
 Mr. O’Connell made the following motion: 
 Request that the item be held for the December meeting and ask the 

Administration to interact with schools for a recommendation for a 
site or sites for a debating program for the next academic year which 
could be a debating team, Model Congress, Model UN or another 
appropriate means of encouraging students to participate in 
debating. 

 On a voice vote, the motion was approved. 
12-5-16  - Mr. Crompton made an excellent presentation relative to the Model 

UN. 
 Mr. O’Connell made the following motions: 
 Request that the Administration develop proposals for a Debate 

Team, a Model Congress, a Model UN and other debating initiatives 
in each of the high schools. 

 Request that the Administration develop proposals for a Debate 
Team, a Model Congress, a Model UN and other debating initiatives 
in each of the interested middle schools. 

 Request that the Administration add the two documents that have 
been provided to us by Mr. Crompton entitled Model UN and Model 
UN: Definition and Rationale as backup information for this item. 

 Request that the item be held for further discussion in February. 
  On a voice vote, the motions were approved.  



          ITEM:  gb #5-14 
 
STANDING COMMITTEE:  TEACHING, LEARNING AND STUDENT SUPPORTS 
 
DATE OF MEETING:      Tuesday, February 7, 2017 
 
 
ITEM:  Mr. O’Connell/Mr. Monfredo/Miss Ramirez/Miss Biancheria   
  (January 7, 2015) 
 
To invite a representative of Tenacity to meet with the Worcester Public Schools, 
to consider cooperative opportunities to expand the Tenacity Summer Tennis and 
Reading Program for the benefit of the students of the Worcester Public Schools. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
PRIOR ACTION: 
 
1-22-15  - Referred to the Standing Committee on Teaching, Learning and 

Student Supports. 
8-16-16  - It was moved and voice voted to request that the Administration 

respond to the item in February 2017. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
BACKUP: 
 
The Administration will be prepared to speak to the item. 
 



          ITEM:  gb #5-244 
 

 
STANDING COMMITTEE:  TEACHING, LEARNING AND STUDENT SUPPORTS 

 
DATE OF MEETING:     Tuesday, February 7, 2017 
 

 
ITEM: Mr. O’Connell/Miss Ramirez/Mr. Foley/Mr. Monfredo/Miss Biancheria/ 

 Mayor Petty  (September 10, 2015) 
 
To review the scores achieved by Worcester students in the Spring 2015 

administration of the Advanced Placement examinations, in all courses and at 
all levels. 

 
 
 

 
 

 
PRIOR ACTION: 

 
10-1-15  - Referred to the Standing Committee on Teaching, Learning and 

Student Supports. 

 (Continued on page 2.) 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
BACKUP:  
 

Annex A  (2 pages) contains a copy of the Administration’s responses to the 
following motions to: 

 
- provide feedback with regard to the professional development 

initiatives and the alignment of practices which are detailed in 

Annex A, page 1 
  

- provide an update when it receives additional information with 
regard to participation in the Capstone Program. 

 

- provide the cost impact in connection with its recommendations 
for Capstone in order to quantify them as part of preparation for 

the FY18 Budget 
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PRIOR ACTION (continued) 

 
2-1-16  - STANDING COMMITTEE ON TEACHING, LEARNING AND 
 STUDENT SUPPORTS 

  Mr. Ganem made a presentation regarding the backup for the 
item. 

 Mrs. Binienda, Principal of South High Community School, 
introduced the AP Capstone Program for possible implementation 
in the Worcester Public Schools.  She indicated that Clare Lorenz, 

a representative from the program, would be available on 
Thursday, February 4, 2016 from 10:00 a.m. to 12:00 noon at 

South High Community School inform principals and answer 
questions about the program. 

 Mr. O’Connell and Mr. Monfredo made the following motion: 

 Request that the School Committee: 
- vote to apply for participation in the AP Capstone Program  

- hold the item for further discussion to include a presentation 
from a representative from AP Capstone to the Standing 

Committee at a meeting in March 2016 
- ask the Administration, in connection with the AP Capstone 

Program, to prepare its recommendations in terms of cost 

impact prior to the Budget 
 On a voice vote, the motion was approved. 

 Mr. O’Connell requested that the Administration provide the 
landscape printout of Annex B, page 1. 

2-25-16  - SCHOOL COMMITTEE MEETING  - The School Committee 

approved the action of the Standing Committee as stated. 
8-16-16  - Mr. Monfredo made the following motion: 

Request that the Administration provide an update as to the 
schools that are accepted for the Capstone Program. 
On a voice vote, the motion was approved. 

Mr. O’Connell made the following motions: 
Request that the Administration provide recommendations as to 

a professional development initiative to assist in enhancing the 
score performances of the students on all Advanced Placement 
exams. 

Request that the Administration provide recommendations in 
terms of cost impact for the FY19 Budget. 

On a voice vote, the motions were approved. 
10-17-16  - Mr. Monfredo made the following motions: 
  Request that the Administration provide feedback in January 

2017 with regard to the professional development initiatives and 
the alignment of practices which are detailed in Annex A, page 1. 

 Request that the Administration provide an update when it 
receives additional information with regard to participation in the 
Capstone Program. 

 On a voice vote, the motion was approved.  
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PRIOR ACTION (continued) 

 
10-17-16  - Mr. O’Connell made the following motion: 
(continued) Request that the Administration have available at the time of our 

next discussion at the Standing Committee or as soon thereafter 
as feasible the cost impact in connection with its 

recommendations for Capstone in order to quantify them as part 
of preparation for the FY18 Budget. 

 On a voice vote, the motion was approved. 

 HOLD the item for January 2017. 
 

  







          ITEM:  gb #6-128 
 
STANDING COMMITTEE:  TEACHING, LEARNING AND STUDENT SUPPORTS 
 
DATE OF MEETING:      Tuesday, February 7, 2017 
 
 
ITEM: Mr. Monfredo/Mr. O’Connell/Ms. Colorio/Mr. Foley/Miss McCullough 
     (March 21, 2016) 
 
Request that the Administration consider implementing an advanced academy, 
based on the Goddard Academy model, at Burncoat Middle School for grade 7 
students in either the 2016-17 or 2017-18 academic year which can be expanded 
to grade 8. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
PRIOR ACTION: 
 
4-7-16  - Referred to the Standing Committee on Teaching, Learning and 

Student Supports for a report back in October 2016. 
8-16-16  - (Considered with gb #5-181.) 
  Mr. O’Connell made the following motion: 
  Request that the item be held for a report from the Administration in 

February 2017 regarding the establishment of a Goddard Academy 
model at Burncoat Middle School for 2017-18. 

  On a voice vote, the motion was approved. 
 It was moved and voice voted to file gb #5-181 and hold gb #6-128. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
BACKUP:  
 
The Administration will be prepared to speak to the item. 



          ITEM:  gb #6-334 
 
STANDING COMMITTEE:  TEACHING, LEARNING AND STUDENT SUPPORTS 
 
DATE OF MEETING:      Tuesday, February 7, 2017 
 
 
ITEM: Miss McCullough/Mr. O’Connell/Mr. Monfredo/Miss Biancheria 
 (September 26, 2016) 
 
Request that the Administration consider explore the feasibility of establishing a 
citywide girl’s ice hockey team. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
PRIOR ACTION: 
 
10-6-16  - Referred to the Standing Committee on Teaching, Learning and 

Student Supports. 
12-5-16  - STANDING COMMITTEE ON TEACHING, LEARNING AND 

STUDENT SUPPORTS 
  Miss McCullough made the following motion: 
  Request that the item be held for discussion in February for 

additional information from the Administration relative to the 
possibility of forming a co-op. 

 On a voice vote, the motion was approved. 
 Mr. Monfredo suggested that the Administration check with the local 

colleges and Michael Myers, Manager of the Worcester Railers, the 
new professional hockey team for possible equipment support for a 
citywide girls hockey team In the Worcester Public Schools. 

12-15-16 - SCHOOL COMMITTEE MEETING  -  The School Committee 
approved the action of the Standing Committee as stated. 

 
 
 
 
 
BACKUP: 
 
Annex A (1 page) contains a copy of the Administration’s response to the item. 





          ITEM:  gb #7-51 
 

STANDING COMMITTEE:  TEACHING, LEARNING AND STUDENT SUPPORTS 
 

DATE OF MEETING:     Tuesday, February 7, 2017 
 
 

ITEM: Administration   (January 25, 2017) 
 

To consider approval of the following new courses for the 2017 - 18 school 
year:  
 

High School 
 Accounting 1 

 AP Seminar 
 Document Processing 

 

Middle School 
 Chorus 

 Dance Ensemble 
 Dance for Fitness 

 String Orchestra 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

PRIOR ACTION: 
 
2-2-17  - Referred to the Standing Committee on Teaching, Learning and 

Student Supports. 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
BACKUP:  
 

Annex A (8 pages) contains a copy of the proposed courses. 




















