
The following items will be discussed at the meeting of the Standing 
Committee on Governance and Employee Issues to be held Wednesday, 
February 9, 2011 at 5:45 p.m. in Room 410 at the Durkin Administration 
Building: 
 
 
 
gb #0-53.1  - Administration/Mayor O’Brien/Ms. Novick/Miss Biancheria/Mr. Foley/ 
Mr. Monfredo/Mr. O’Connell  (February 26, 2010) 
 
Request that the Administration consider the use of Twitter and Facebook, along with 
other social media, in communicating with the public. 
 
gb #0-73  -  Mr. Monfredo/Miss Biancheria/Ms. Novick/Mr. O’Connell  (March 8, 2010) 
 
Request that the Administration include on the Worcester Public Schools’ website and in 
the future Parent Guide: 
 

- information about special programs in our schools 
- the policies and procedures for applying to the various elementary and secondary 

programs and  
- options available to enroll in magnet schools 

 
In addition, request that the Administration share this information with all PTOs and 
parents/guardians who register students at the Parent Information Center. 
 
gb #0-82  -  Mr. Monfredo/Miss Biancheria/Mr. Foley/Ms. Novick/Mr. O’Connell/ 
Mayor O’Brien    (March 12, 2010) 
 
Request that the Administration discuss ideas with parents on how to best continue to 
make the Worcester Public Schools schools of choice. 
 
gb #0-262  - Mr. O’Connell/Ms. Novick/Mr. Monfredo  (September 23, 2010) 
 
To consider adoption of a policy on Facebook and social networking sites, modeled on 
the draft policy of the Massachusetts Association of School Committees (File IJNDD). 
 
gb #0-291  - Mr. O’Connell/Miss Biancheria/Mr. Monfredo  (October 25, 2010) 
 
To rededicate the James Mooney Memorial Library at Union Hill School. 
 
motion  (gb #0-268)  -  Ms. Novick  (October 7, 2010) 
 
To create requirements in the following area for any Innovation School proposed in 
Worcester, whether by the Administration or any other group: 

School governance and contractual items  
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Committee Members       Administrative 
John F. Monfredo, Chairman     Representative
Dianna L. Biancheria, Vice-Chairman    Helen A. Friel, Ed.D. 
John L. Foley       Stacey DeBoise Luster 
   
 

OFFICE OF THE 
CLERK OF THE SCHOOL COMMITTEE 

WORCESTER PUBLIC SCHOOLS 
20 IRVING STREET 

WORCESTER, MA 01609 
AGENDA #1 

 
The Standing Committee on GOVERNANCE AND EMPLOYEE ISSUES 
will hold a meeting: 

  
 on: Wednesday, February 9, 2011 
 at: 5:45 p.m. 

in: Room 410, Durkin Administration Building 
 

  
ORDER OF BUSINESS

 
I. CALL TO ORDER
 
II. ROLL CALL
 
III. GENERAL BUSINESS 

 
gb #9-62  -  Mr. Monfredo/Mr. O’Connell/Mr. Bogigian    (March 9, 2009) 
 
Request that the Administration consider looking into a sponsorship and 
advertisement arrangement for the athletic programs in the Worcester Public 
Schools. 
 
gb #9-233  - Mr. O’Connell/Ms. Hargrove/Mr. Monfredo  (November 18, 2009)   

 
To review House Bill 347 - an act to allow school committees the option of 
establishing dress codes for their public schools - and to make recommendations 
to the legislative delegation regarding it. 
 
gb #0-17  - Mr. O’Connell/Mr. Monfredo/Miss Biancheria  (January 5, 2010) 

 
To discuss the voluntary national certification program being developed for 
principals by the National Board for Professional Teaching Standards, for 2011, 
and to determine whether the program offers any benefit to the principals and the 
initiatives of the Worcester Public Schools. 
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gb #0-53.1  - Administration/Mayor O’Brien/Ms. Novick/Miss 
Biancheria/Mr. Foley/ 

Annex A (1 page) 

Mr. Monfredo/Mr. O’Connell  (February 26, 2010) 
 
Request that the Administration consider the use of Twitter and Facebook, along 
with other social media, in communicating with the public. 
 
gb #0-73  -  Mr. Monfredo/Miss Biancheria/Ms. Novick/ Annex A (1 page) 
Mr. O’Connell  (March 8, 2010) 
 
Request that the Administration include on the Worcester Public Schools’ website 
and in the future Parent Guide: 
 

- information about special programs in our schools 
- the policies and procedures for applying to the various elementary and 

secondary programs and  
- options available to enroll in magnet schools 

 
In addition, request that the Administration share this information with all PTOs 
and parents/guardians who register students at the Parent Information Center. 
 
gb #0-82  -  Mr. Monfredo/Miss Biancheria/Mr. Foley/ Annex A (1 page) 
Ms. Novick/Mr. O’Connell/Mayor O’Brien    (March 12, 2010) 
 
Request that the Administration discuss ideas with parents on how to best 
continue to make the Worcester Public Schools schools of choice. 
 
gb #0-262  - Mr. O’Connell/Ms. Novick/Mr. Monfredo   Annex A (1 page) 
(September 23, 2010) 
 
To consider adoption of a policy on Facebook and social networking sites, 
modeled on the draft policy of the Massachusetts Association of School 
Committees (File IJNDD). 
 
gb #0-291  - Mr. O’Connell/Miss Biancheria/Mr. Monfredo  (October 25, 2010) 
 
To rededicate the James Mooney Memorial Library at Union Hill School. 
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gb #1-33  - Mr. O’Connell/Miss Biancheria/Mr. Monfredo  (January 14, 2011) 
 
To review the use of the automated telephone call system of the Worcester 
Public Schools, and to seek the input of parents, students and staff as to the 
proper frequency, scheduling and purpose of such use. 
 
gb #1-38  - Mayor O’Brien  (January 21, 2011) 
 
Request that the Administration consider developing a system for parents to 
receive text messages for school closings and other important messages. 
 
gb #1-51  - Administration  (January 26, 2011) 
 
To develop a policy regarding prevention and management of sports-related 
head injuries within the school district or school. 
 
motion  (gb #0-79)  Mr. O’Connell (June 3, 2010) 
 
Request that the following approved amended section entitled “Attendance 
required to earn credit” on page 58 of the Policies Handbook be referred to the 
Standing Committee on Governance and Employee Issues for recommendations 
prior to the Spring of 2011 on the success or lack thereof of the “unexcused” 
class absence: 

 A student who has enrolled in a class is expected to be present each time 
the course is in session.  For the 2010-11 school year, high school 
students will not receive full credit when they exceed the following number 
of absences: 
- fourteen (14) unexcused class absences per one-credit course 
- seven (7) unexcused class absences for courses less than one credit 
- vacation days taken during regularly scheduled school time are 

absences 
 
motion  (gb #0-268)  -  Ms. Novick  (October 7, 2010) 
 
To create requirements in the following area for any Innovation School proposed 
in Worcester, whether by the Administration or any other group: 

School governance and contractual items  
 

IV. ADJOURNMENT 
      Helen A. Friel, Ed.D. 
      Clerk of the School Committee 
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          ITEM:  gb #0-53.1 
 
STANDING COMMITTEE:  GOVERNANCE AND EMPLOYEE ISSUES 
 
DATE OF MEETING:     Wednesday, February 9, 2011 
 
 
ITEM: Administration/Mayor O’Brien/Ms. Novick/Miss Biancheria/Mr. Foley/ 
 Mr. Monfredo/Mr. O’Connell  (February 26, 2010) 
 
 
Request that the Administration consider the use of Twitter and Facebook, along 
with other social media, in communicating with the public. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
PRIOR ACTION: 
 
2-25-10  - Held. 
3-4-10  - Referred to the Standing Committee on Governance and Employee 

Issues. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
BACKUP: 
 
Annex A (1 page) contains a copy of the Administration’s response to the item. 





          ITEM:  gb #0-73 
 
STANDING COMMITTEE:  GOVERNANCE AND EMPLOYEE ISSUES 
 
DATE OF MEETING: Wednesday, February 9, 2011 
 
 
ITEM: Mr. Monfredo/Miss Biancheria/Ms. Novick/Mr. O’Connell  (March 8, 2010) 
 
Request that the Administration include on the Worcester Public Schools’ 
website and in the future Parent Guide: 
 
- information about special programs in our schools 
- the policies and procedures for applying to the various elementary and 

secondary programs and  
- options available to enroll in magnet schools 
 
In addition, request that the Administration share this information with all PTOs 
and parents/guardians who register students at the Parent Information Center. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
PRIOR ACTION: 
 
3-18-10  - Referred to the Standing Committee on Governance and Employee 

Issues. 
 Mr. Monfredo made the following motion: 
 Request that the Administration update the Parent Guide for the 

2010 – 11 academic year. 
 On a voice vote, the motion was approved. 
 
 
 
 
 
BACKUP: 
 
Annex A (1 page) contains a copy of the Administration’s response to the item. 





          ITEM:  gb #0-82 
 
 
STANDING COMMITTEE:  GOVERNANCE AND EMPLOYEE ISSUES 
 
DATE OF MEETING: Wednesday, February 9, 2011 
   
 
ITEM: Mr. Monfredo/Miss Biancheria/Mr. Foley/Ms. Novick/Mr. O’Connell/Mayor O’Brien  
           (March 12, 2010) 
 
 
Request that the Administration discuss ideas with parents on how to best 
continue to make the Worcester Public Schools schools of choice. 
 
 
 
 
PRIOR ACTION: 
 
3-18-10  - Referred to the Administration, Standing Committee on 

Governance and Employee Issues and the CPPAC. 
 Mr. Monfredo made the following motion: 
 Request that the Administration develop a plan on how best to 

continue to make the Worcester Public Schools schools of choice. 
 On a voice vote, the motion was approved. 
10-18-10  - STANDING COMMITTEE ON GOVERNANCE AND EMPLOYEE 

ISSUES 
 Mr. Monfredo made the following motions: 
 Request that the Administration provide feedback on the student 

exit survey in December 2010. 
 Request that the Administration continue its efforts regarding 

customer service by: 
- improving the welcoming of visitors to buildings in the 

Worcester Public Schools 
- continuing to monitor the schools for cleanliness and safety 

and 
- communicating to parents/guardians through the use of the 

web page, Connect-Ed and other possible outlets. 
 On a voice vote, the motions were approved. 
 Miss Biancheria made the following motion: 
 Request that the Administration seek feedback from the Site 

Councils in order to best continue to make the Worcester Public 
Schools schools of choice. 

 On a voice vote, the motion was approved. 
 
BACKUP: 
 
Annex A  (1 page) contains a copy of the Student Exit Survey. 
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PRIOR ACTION

 
10-18-10  - Mr. Foley made the following motion: 
(continued) Request that the Administration, for marketing purposes, consider: 

- involving students from Worcester Polytechnic Institute to 
conduct an Interactive Qualifying Project (IQP) with students in 
the Worcester Public Schools 

- providing extensive information on happenings in the 
Worcester Public  Schools on the website 

- meeting with representatives from Channel 3 to seek ways to 
promote the Worcester Public Schools 

- creating a short video of 3-4 minutes to highlight activities 
taking place in the Worcester Public Schools and 

- reviewing the timing of Open House events by targeting 
students in grade 5. 

 On a voice vote, the motion was approved. 
 Miss Biancheria made the following motion: 
 Request that the Administration promote filming of more activities 

on Channel 11 in both the academic and athletic areas. 
 On a voice vote, the motion was approved. 
 Mr. Foley made the following motion: 
 Request that the Administration prepare a Public Relations Plan. 
 On a voice vote, the motion was approved. 
 Miss Biancheria made the following motion: 
 Request that the Administration take into consideration the limited 

resources available to create a Public Relations Plan. 
 On a voice vote, the motion was approved. 
11-4-10  - SCHOOL COMMITTEE MEETING  - The School Committee 

approved the action of the Standing Committee as amended. 
 Mr. Monfredo made the following motions: 
 Request that the Administration provide feedback on the student 

exit survey in December 2010. 
 Request that the Administration continue its efforts regarding 

customer service by: 
- improving the welcoming of visitors to buildings in the 

Worcester Public Schools 
- continuing to monitor the schools for cleanliness and safety 

and 
- communicating to parents/guardians through the use of the 

web page, Connect-Ed and other possible outlets. 
 On a voice vote, the motions were approved. 
 Miss Biancheria made the following motion: 
 Request that the Administration seek feedback from the Site 

Councils in order to best continue to make the Worcester Public 
Schools schools of choice. 

 On a voice vote, the motion was approved. 
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11-4-10  - Mr. Foley made the following motion: 
(continued) Request that the Administration, for marketing purposes, consider: 

- involving students from Worcester Polytechnic Institute to 
conduct an Interactive Qualifying Project (IQP) with students in 
the Worcester Public Schools 

- providing extensive information on happenings in the Worcester 
Public  Schools on the website 

- meeting with representatives from Channel 3 to seek ways to 
promote the Worcester Public Schools 

- creating a short video of 3-4 minutes to highlight activities taking 
place in the Worcester Public Schools and 

- reviewing the timing of Open House events by targeting 
students in grade 5. 

 On a voice vote, the motion was approved. 
 Miss Biancheria made the following motion: 
 Request that the Administration promote filming of more activities 

on Channel 11 in both the academic and athletic areas. 
 On a voice vote, the motion was approved. 
 Mr. Foley made the following motion: 
 Request that the Administration prepare a Public Relations Plan. 
 On a voice vote, the motion was approved. 
 Miss Biancheria made the following motion: 
 Request that the Administration take into consideration the limited 

resources available to create a Public Relations Plan. 
 On a voice vote, the motion was approved. 
 Ms. Novick made the following motion: 
 Request that the Administration increase its efforts to communicate, 

at all levels, the good things that are happening in the Worcester 
Public Schools to teachers, administrators and staff. 

 On a voice vote, the motion was approved. 
 





          ITEM:  gb #0-262 
 
STANDING COMMITTEE:  GOVERNANCE AND EMPLOYEE ISSUES 
 
DATE OF MEETING:      Wednesday, February 9, 2011 
 
 
ITEM: Mr. O’Connell/Ms. Novick/Mr. Monfredo (September 23, 2010) 
 
To consider adoption of a policy on Facebook and social networking sites, 
modeled on the draft policy of the Massachusetts Association of School 
Committees (File IJNDD). 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
PRIOR ACTION: 
 
10-7-10  - Referred to the Standing Committee on  Governance and 

Employee Issues. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
BACKUP: 
 
Annex A (1 page) contains a copy of a draft policy on Facebook and social 

networking sites from the Massachusetts Association of School 
Committees (File IJNDD). 





          ITEM:  gb #0-291 
 
STANDING COMMITTEE:  GOVERNANCE AND EMPLOYEE ISSUES 
 
DATE OF MEETING:      Wednesday, February 9, 2011 
 
 
ITEM: Mr. O’Connell/Miss Biancheria/Mr. Monfredo (October 25, 2010) 
 
To rededicate the James Mooney Memorial Library at Union Hill School. 
  
  
 
 
  
  
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
PRIOR ACTION: 
 
11-4-10  - Referred to the Standing Committee on Governance and Employee 

Issues. 
Mr. O’Connell made the following motion: 
Request that the Administration forward a copy of the item to the 
family of Mr. Mooney when the item is discussed at the Standing 
Committee level. 
On a voice vote, the motion was approved. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
BACKUP: 
 
The Administration will be prepared to speak to the item. 



          ITEM:  motion 
gb #0-268 

 
 
STANDING COMMITTEE:  GOVERNANCE AND EMPLOYEE ISSUES 
 
DATE OF MEETING:      Wednesday, February 9, 2011 
 
 
ITEM: Ms. Novick (motion – October 7, 2010) 
 

To create requirements in the following area for any Innovation School proposed 
in Worcester, whether by the Administration or any other group: 

School governance and contractual items  
  
  
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
PRIOR ACTION: 
 
10-7-10  - Referred a. to the Standing Committee on Governance and 

Employee Issues, b. to the Standing Committee on Finance and 
Operations, c. to the Standing Committee on Teaching, Learning 
and Student Supports and d. to the Standing Committee on 
Accountability and Student Achievement. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
BACKUP: 
 
The Administration will be prepare to speak to the item. 




