BOARD OF ELECTION COMMISSIONERS MEETING
Thursday, September 16, 2021
6:00 P.M.
City Hall, Levi Lincoln Chamber, 455 Main Street

Call to Order by the Chairperson

Pledge of Allegiance

Roll Cali

Approval of the Minutes of the September 1% meeting

1. Communication from the City Clerk regarding the results of
the 2020 U.S. Census.
2. Discussion concerning re-precincting of the City of

Worcester in response to the 2020 U.S. Census.
3. Discussion concerning the schedule for the in-person Early Voting
locations for the November 2™ Municipal Election.

Adjournment:

Next Meeting Date:

TO PARTICIPATE VIRTUALLY DURING THE MEETING:
PHONE NUMBER: 415-655-0001
ACCESS CODE: 160-935-9156#
ATTENDEEID: #



Election Commission Meeting- September 1, 2021

Chairperson Commissioner Kimberly Vanderspek
Vice Chair Commissioner Winfred Octave
Commissioner Richard Duffy

Commissioner John Stewart

Commissioner Danaah McCallum

City Clerk: Nikolin Vangjeli

Pledge of Allegiance
Call to order by the Chairperson, Roll Call: 5 Yeas and 0 Nays.
Motion to Approve the Minutes of the August 12th, 2021 meeting, Roll Call: 5 Yeas and 0

Nays.

1.

Chairperson Vanderspek recognized the City Clerk who spoke concerning the Item. The
City Clerk confirmed with the Sectary of State over the 150 ft. rule for Early Voting,
Motion to File the Communication, Roll Call: 5 Yeas and 0 Nays.

Chairperson Vanderspek recognized the City Clerk who spoke concerning the Item.
Chairperson Vanderspek recognized the City Clerk who spoke concerning the Item. The
City Clerk spoke concerning the process.

Chairperson Vanderspek recognized the City Clerk who spoke concerning the Item. The
Clerk discussed the boundaries from the new federal census data.

Chairperson Vanderspek recognized the City Clerk who spoke concerning the Item. The
City Clerk informed the commission when he will be supplying them with the census
data.

Chairperson Vanderspek recognized the City Clerk who spoke concerning the Item. The
Clerk stated the ballot drawing date is September 22,

Motion to Adjourn, Roll Call: 5 Yeas and O Nays.

Next Meeting Date: Wednesday, September 16th, 2021 at 6:00pm.
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If you are registered to vote in the City of
Worcester, you may take advantage of Early Voting

Saturday, October 23" through Friday, October 29

at any of the following locations:

- -
Date Time Location
Saturday, 9:00 am to Unitarian Universalist Church
October 23" 5:00 pm 90 Holden Street
_ Worcester, MA 01606
Sunday, 9:00 am to Worcester City Hall - Levi Lincoln Chamber
October 24™ 5:00 pm 455 Main Street,
Worcester, MA 01608
i Parking is available in the City Hall garage
Monday, 9:00 am to Living Word Church of Worcester
October 25 5:00 pm 30 Tyler Prentice Rd
| 2. Worcester, MA 01605 R
Tuesday, 9:00 am to Worcester Senior Center
October 26® 7:00pm 128 Providence Street
Ee . | : ____ Worcester, MA 01604
Wednesday, 9:00 am to Central Community Branch YMCA
October 27" 5:00 pm 766 Main Street
_ i Worcester, MA 01610
Thursday, 9:00 am to Stearns Tavern
October 28™ 7:00 pm 140 Mill St, Worcester, MA 01602
Friday, 9:00 am to May St Bldg. Worcester State University
October 29" 5:00 pm 280 May Street
Worcester, MA 01602

For more information visit www.worcesterma.qov.



--, The City Of City Clerk Department
0

€@ Nikolin Vangjeli, City Clerk
Ry wo Rc ESTER Stephen A.]. Pottle, Deputy City Clerk

Clare M. Robbins, Assistant City Clerk

MEMORANDUM
TO: Board of Election Commissioners
FROM: Niko Vangjeli, City Clerk
DATE: September 16, 2021

RE: 2020 Worcester Redistricting Summary

City of Worcestexr Charter:

Section 7-6 Districts:

(2) Number, Requirements - The board of election commissioners shall divide
the city into five districts for the purpose of electing district councilors under Article
2 of this charter. Each such district shall be compact and shall contain, as nearly as
may be, an equal number of inhabitants, shall be composed of contiguous existing
precincts, and shall be drawn with a view toward preserving the integrity of existing
neighborhoods.

(b) Revision of District Lines - The city clerk shall immediately provide notice
to the board of election commissioners of the results of each state census and
division of the city into wards and precincts as required under chapter fifty-four of
the General Laws. The board of election commissioners shall review the districts for
conformance with the requirements of paragraph (a) and shall redraw said districts,
if necessary. Revision of district lines and new wards and precincts shall take effect
simultaneously.

2020 U.S. Census:

Per the 2020 US Census, the total population of Worcester is 206,518.
The 2020 US Census breaks the city into population “blocks” which are not

the same as city blocks. These blocks are the smallest units of population
information and cannot be sub-divided.



Precincts, Wards, and Districts:

The number of districts in the City of Worcester will remain at 8, per the City
Charter, with two wards per district (10 total wards). The number of precincts
per ward will increase from 5 to 6. Thus, the total number of precincts will
increase from 50 to 60.

The Commonwealth of Massachusetts LEDRC board rules states that the
number or people in the Districts, Wards, and Precincts must fall within * 5%
of each other.

[ a Min (average - Average ‘Max (average
5%) (target) +5%)
District 39,238 41,304 43,369
Warxd 19,619 20,651 21,684
Precinct 3,270 3,442 3,614

District: The target number of people per ward is 206,518 divided by 5, or

41,304 persons, + 5%.

Ward: The target number of people per ward is 206,518 divided by 10, or

20,651 persons, + 5%.

Precincts: The average number of people per precinct is 206,518 divided by

60, or 3442 persons, * 5%.

Secretary of the Commonwealth Redistricting Plan:

In cooperation with the Worcester City Clerk the Secretary of the

Commonwealth has supplied the City of Worcester with a redistricting plan
that meets the Worcester Charter and the Commonwealth guidelines for
redistricting. The Commonwealth Guidelines are on the next page.



Secretary of the Commonwealth - 2020 Census Liaison

William Francis Galvin cguﬁdig?

Local Re-Precincting

Municipalites have the initial responsibiity of establishing ward  sometimes city council members or other officials by ward.
and precinct boundaries, which become the building blocks n  {n some municipalities, the council members are elected by

determining legislative and local government districts. districts, which are created using precincts.
A precinct is the smallest geographically bounded unit used After obtaining the necessary local approval, each city and
for state election purposes. A precinct is where one polling town must submit their plans, including maps, population

place In a municipality is located. A ward is a geographically Information and a legal description of the boundaries of each
bounded unit for election purposes, which consists of one or ward and precinct, to the Secretary of the Commonwealth

more precncts. who thereafter makes this information and material available
Towns with representative town meetings elect their members to an independent commission known as the Local Election
by precinct and cities choose political party committees and Districts Review Commission (LEDRC).

ESTABLISHMENT OF WARDS AND PRECINCTS

Each ity and town, unkess itherwise exampt, is required ta establish ward and pracinct ines evary ten vaars, following the
foderal census

+ the wards of a ity do not cantain approximataly aqual numitsers of residants sothat each ward's population is

within 5 percent of the average;

- award notdivided inta peecincts cantains mare tham 4,000 1asidents;

< atoawn Contains marae than 6 200 residents; of

» aprecinct contains mors than 4,000 residents,
Evenif a city of town does not naad 1o re<lravi thair precinct lines bacauss thair existing glan ranains in conformity vith the

3w, thew must still file all the necassary infatmation b | an the latast fadleral census aurnes and have the plan rea pproved
by tha LEDRC,

STANDARDS
The laws pecuires that woting precinct s establishad By a oty or tocasrimust msst the Tollowang eegquirement s

« Each newy prasinet st b ocomiposst of compaat and contigunns e itany T wrhont pootiosiing ingars o ong tails

- Frocincts st e Doarndect By the Gonter-ing of streets o athen well defined Doundarizs such as streams of aths
icen of wates, railrcad tracks o lines or ot fuzr ol = gesgraphic figures. Thesa faatures must e
o Linites States Bupsan of the Census and apaear on thair official blcck Bocnclary
s of ather magmary ines are not aoceptable The vse of census boundanes provicas padsticting
Chly A defirnt

i percent 5% of the average predinct populaticn for that eard or town
Wi (ol ateons must Be wiathin fies pancant | 526 of the avetade wand population for the oty

o Becrawn perass it ancd woatcl Bouiedans st ot et i the a0 OF ma s iy S cu D inena kel s v tes

Foar state alection purposes pracinct s establish ed during the nepracincting process may not be changed n g ward or tavin

ik s e than ¢ efuatenial represantative ar qesarnsn G ocune il distict, They gy e chaned for ooyl slections
il A 1 thies cane b st ol peecinet linees st e mamtainadd,

{ b pargeoses Of i ing & iy G e rintd pedacncks and af Spes i tianiid) et atiod i any slactsd municipal bady

the Aqur=s reported lxy the federal cansus ae the o nby numi
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