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Cascades Park East/ West 60.56 acres Saved

Coal Mine Brook 71.15 acres Partially Saved, Lost & Outstanding

Stratton Hill 126.80 acres Lost
Nick Chase Estate 59.30 acres Saved

Broggard Farm & Higgins Estate 319.86 acres Partially Lost & Outstanding

Poor Farm Brook North 85.43 acres Partially Lost & Outstanding

Parson's Estate 28.00 acres Saved
God's Acre 17.15 acres Saved

Broad Meadow Brook +/- 245.05 acres Saved

Crow Hill 42.25 acres Saved (50 acres)

1987 Open Space Top Ten List
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1996 Open Space Top Ten List

Cascades Park East 41.26 acres Saved (30.86 acres)

Catholic Charities (Parcel K) 85.00 acres Saved

Coes Reservoir Abutters 100.26 acres Saved
Crow Hill 33.65 acres Saved (50 acres)
Higgins Estate 115.17 acres Partially Lost / Outstanding

Kettle Brook North 29.60 acres Saved

Laurel Mountain 126.57 acres Saved
Poor Farm Brook North 46.73 acres Partially Lost & Outstanding

Stoddard Estate/Brooks 43.62 acres Outstanding

Wigwam Hill & Coal Mine Brook 47.70 acres Partially Saved, Partially Lost
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1998 Open Space Top Ten List

Cascades Park East 41.26 acres Saved (30.86 acres)

Catholic Charities (Parcel K) 85.00 acres Saved

Crow Hill 33.65 acres Saved (50 acres)

Higgins Estate 115.17 acres Partially Lost / Outstanding

Kettle Brook North 29.60 acres Saved
Laurel Mountain 126.57 acres Saved

Logan Field Extension 31.03 acres Partially Saved

Poor Farm Brook North 46.73 acres Partially Lost & Outstanding

Stoddard Estate/Brooks 43.62 acres Outstanding

Wigwam Hill and Coal Mine Brook 47.70 acres Partially Saved, Lost & Outstanding
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Vision of Open Space

Hikers
Bird Watchers
Hunters
Snow Shoers
Trappers
Photographers
Campers
American Chestnut Program

Walkers
Cross Country Skiers 
Backpackers
Lepidopterists
Environmental Studies
Picnickers
Geocachers
Artists… etc.

Public Users:



CONTEXT: Greater Worcester Land Trust

Founded: 1987

Staff: 1.5 FTE

Board: 12   (Twice Monthly)

Membership: 412

Annual Budget: $150,000

Towns: 10

Fee: 1396ac       CR: 950ac        Easement: 17ac       Pass Through: 546ac







"It is not enough to save bits and pieces of wilderness. 

You can not have a healthy canoe country and ill urban centers and expect the 
planet to feel well. 

We can preserve every last tree in the canoe country, and all the trees in all the 
other official wilderness areas and still be doomed if we do not check the 
spread of cities, the suburban sprawl that eats away daily at the wild areas that 
have not received lawful protection. 

We must, each one of us, find those meadows and marshes, woodlots and 
creeks near our homes and deal with them with the same respect we reserve 
for renowned wilderness. 

If we do not, the planet will simply 
cease to function."

Michael Furtman
A Season for Wilderness





Historical Context

An early community focus on mountains, trails, 
and backcountry - 

And how that focus was brought home from 
other regions to the local community through 
trail systems and networks



Fanny Bullock Workman
Worcester Mountaineer & Explorer



Worcester Natural History Camp 1885



Appalachian Mountain Club
Lodge

Green Mountain Club
Lodge



The Massive Trail Network That Was
1944



The Trail Network Reduced
1980



The Trail Network Lost
1995



The Trail Network Re-Envisioned
2022



2030???

The Trail Network Projected



“Frontcountry”

• The “Leave No Trace” organization defines Frontcountry 
as “outdoor areas that are easily accessible by vehicle 
and mostly visited by day-users.” 

• The principles of “Leave No Trace” were designed 
around backwoods ethics but generally apply to 
conservation lands in more urbanized areas. 

• The idea of Frontcountry then becomes one of a 
classroom or learning laboratory for how one 
responsibly enjoys wild landscapes, which in turn, allows 
for those spaces to be able to survive human use.



• The original creators of the first local trail network were 
inspired by and used the same techniques and 
approaches as the White Mountain National Forest, the 
Long Trail, and the AMC and GMC trail systems of 
rugged primitive footpaths with painted blazes and 
routed wooden signs.

• We need to go backwards and bring forward the culture 
of long distance trails and trail networks INTO the City, 
creating a “Frontcountry” learning space for urban 
dwellers that draws them into a lifelong experience of 
the forest, greenways, and trails.

• This can be where they learn about trails, navigation, 
outdoor access, and gateway experiences with a 
campfire or an overnight component.



The AMC Gearshed Hosted by GWLT









Adding in Density, Proximity, & EJ Designations



Less Orthodox Urban Connection Tools

• Utility Corridors

• “Paper” Streets

• Side-yard & Rear-yard Setbacks

• Tax Title Properties

• Regulatory Zones (Wetland Setbacks)

• Demo

• Brownfields -> Greenfields (Groundworks)

• Highway Cow Tunnel & RxR Pedestrian Underpass

• Rail to Trail Conversion

• Permitting Process 



Kettle Brook North

20171997

1998

2012

2008

2008



Pleasant & Winslow
Peace Park





















4 municipalities, 
4 land Trusts, and 
2 private groups

Working over 3 decades

Partnerships Are King

To Build the “Four-Town Greenway”
an 965 acre beltway, 

for public access through hiking,
as well as forestry, 
as well as a traditional N.E. family farm,
as well as wildlife habitat, 
as well as hunting and trapping, 
as well as a back-country campsite. 

And the Project isn’t over YET!





1989



1989

PAXTON CONCOM

BOYNTON PARK
CASCADES PARK



1990



1991



1992…



1993…



1994…



1995

BRIGHAM RD.



1996…



1997

COOKS WOODS

BRIGHAM RD.



1998…



1999…



2000…



2001

CASCADES EAST



2002…



2003…



2004…



2005

CASCADING WATERS



2006

DAWSON RD.



2007

COOKS POND



2008…



2009

KINNEYWOODS

MORELAND WOODS

WHITE OAK



2010

SANDBERG I

SANDBERG EASEMENT

SOUTHWICK BROOK



2011

ASNEBUMSKIT EASEMENT I



2012

MUIR MEADOW



2013

BRIGHAM LAW



2014

SANDBERG II

HOLBROOK WOODS

COOKS BROOK I

COOKS BROOK II



2015

WHITE OAK II

DONKER FARM



2016

DONKER FARM NORTH
ASNEBUMSKIT RIDGE



2017

COOK’S BROOK 
CHOJNOWSKI



2018

MORELAND WOODS
ORRISON TRAILHEAD

HOLBROOK FOREST



2019…



2020

ASNEBUMSKIT RD

ASNEBUMSKIT 
BRIARCLIFF

CASCADES GLEN



2021

COOK’S BROOK - CARTER

VALENTIN’S
GLEN ELEANOR’S

PATH



2022



1989





Inter-State Hiking Trail
92 miles
From RI North - South Trail to Narragansett Bay
To NH Wapack Trail to Mt. Wapack

A Project of the Worcester Chapter of the Appalachian 
Mountain Club

The
Massachusetts 
MidState Trail

So…. Where Next?





“Advocates have called for protection and 
development of existing trails as “spines” of a 
region-wide trail network and for making these 
trails more accessible by linking them with 
population centers.”

page 23

Worcester
Connector





Connection Focus Area




