
The following items will be discussed at the meeting of the Standing 
Committee on Teaching, Learning and Student Supports to be held on 

Tuesday, November 26, 2019 at 4:30 p.m. in Room 410 at the Durkin 
Administration Building: 

 
gb #4-259  -  Mr. O’Connell/Mr. Foley/Mr. Monfredo/Miss Biancheria   

(September 17, 2014) 

 

To initiate a course in Mandarin Chinese at the Advanced Placement level, offered either in a 

customary classroom setting or through Virtual High School. 

 

gb #6-264  -  Mr. O’Connell/Mr. Foley/Mr. Monfredo/Ms. Colorio/Miss McCullough/ 

Miss Biancheria  (July 6, 2016) 

 

To consider opportunities to enhance the education of the academically gifted students of the 

Worcester Public Schools, at all appropriate levels. 

 

gb #6-270.1  -  Administration/Mr. O’Connell/Mr. Foley   (May 22, 2018) 

 

Response of the Administration to the request to consider an allocation of certain extra funds allotted 

by the Senate Ways and Means Committee, that were not included in the FY19 Budget, for the 2018 

Summer School Programs. 

 

gb #7-23  -  Mr. O’Connell/Ms. Colorio/Mr. Monfredo/Miss McCullough/Miss Biancheria   

(January 3, 2017) 

 

To consider making an online grading system available to all teachers for the 2017-18 academic and 

fiscal year. 

 

gb #7-59  - Mr. O’Connell/Mr. Monfredo/Miss Colorio/Miss Biancheria/Miss McCullough   

(February 6, 2017) 

 

To reestablish the PEAK ("Providing Enrichment for Able Kids") Program in the Worcester Public 

Schools. 

 

 

gb #7-285  -  Miss McCullough/Mr. Monfredo/Miss Biancheria/Ms. Colorio/Mr. O’Connell   

(August 7, 2017) 

 

To explore options and policies regarding work assigned and performed at home on snow days in an 

effort not to extend the school year. 

 

gb #8-107  - Mr. O’Connell/Miss Biancheria/Mr. Comparetto/Miss McCullough/Mr. Monfredo   

(March 16, 2018) 

 

To request that the administration review the January 2018 Policy Statement of the Department of 

Elementary and Secondary Education “Alternative Structured Learning Day Programs” and that it 

recommend to the School Committee whether any such programs should be implemented in the 

Worcester Public Schools for 2019-20. 

 

 

gb #8-42  - Miss Biancheria/Mr. Monfredo/Mr. O’Connell/Mr. Comparetto/Miss McCullough   

(January 23, 2018) 

 

Request that the Administration study the feasibility of involving students in community service 

projects at the Senior Center. 
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gb #8-43  - Mayor Petty/Mr. Foley/Mr. Monfredo/Mr. O’Connell/Miss Biancheria/Mr. Comparetto/ 

Miss McCullough   (January 24, 2018) 

 

Request that the Superintendent create an updated Health and Wellness Curriculum for middle and 

high school students. 

 

gb #9-53  -Mr. O’Connell/Miss Biancheria/Mr. Foley/Miss McCullough/Mr. Monfredo  (February 7, 

2019) 

 

To review, and, as appropriate, to comment upon, standards and evidence proposed by the 

Massachusetts Department of Elementary and Secondary Education related to health education and 

sex education. 

 

 

gb #8-59  - Mr. Comparetto/Mr. O’Connell/Mr. Monfredo   (February 7, 2018) 

 

To consider a review of a publication entitled Teaching Hard History: American Slavery from the 

Southern Poverty Law Center. 

 

gb #8-94  - Mr. Monfredo/Miss McCullough/Mr. O’Connell  (March 2, 2018) 

 

Request that the Administration consider expanding the Worcester: Future Teachers Program in 

conjunction with Worcester State University in an effort to recruit the best and brightest students. 

 

gb #8-97  - Mr. Comparetto/ Miss McCullough/Mr. Monfredo/Mr. O’Connell  (March 7, 2018) 

 

Request that the Administration provide a report on school libraries. 

 

gb #8-163  - Mr. Comparetto/Mr. Foley/Miss McCullough/Mr. Monfredo/Mr. O’Connell    

(May 9, 2018) 

 

Request that the Administration provide a report regarding the process of bringing together various 

private and public groups to develop middle school athletic programing as highlighted in the 

Worcester Magazine’s article entitled The Case For Middle School Sports: Can City Hoops Spark a 

Rebound? 

 

gb #8-164  -Miss Biancheria/Miss McCullough/Mr. Monfredo/Mr. O’Connell   

(May 9, 2018) 

 

Request that the Administration provide a report on the JROTC programs and include ways to actively 

promote interest at the middle school level for high school participation in this program. 

gb #8-200  -  Mr. O’Connell/Miss Biancheria/Mr. Comparetto/Mr. Foley/Miss McCullough/ 

Mr. Monfredo/Mayor Petty    (June 11, 2018) 

 

To review the new Science Curriculum. 

 

gb #8-243  - Mr. O’Connell/Miss Biancheria/Miss McCullough/Mr. Monfredo   

(August 7, 2018) 

 

To consider use in the Worcester Public Schools, as appropriate, of the Fidelity Financial Services' 

"Boundless" program, which is designed to partner with youth organizations to educate girls and 

young women about careers in financial services. 

 

gb #9-127  -  Miss McCullough/MissBiancheria/Mr. Monfredo/Mr. O’Connell   

(March 25, 2019) 

 

Request that the Administration explore the feasibility of implementing  “Adulting Days” for high 

school students in conjunction with community volunteers. 
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gb #8-248  -Mr. Comparetto/Mr. Monfredo/Mr. O’Connell   (August 14, 2018) 

 

Request that the Administration provide a report regarding Site Council meeting times and dates and 

consider holding these meetings at convenient times for parents and community members. 

gb #8-298  -  Mr. Monfredo/Miss Biancheria/Mr. Comparetto/Mr. O’Connell   

(September 26, 2018)  

 

Request that the Administration provide a report on the teaching of cursive writing in the schools.  

 

gb #9-20.1  - Administration/Miss McCullough/Miss Biancheria/Mr. Foley/Mr. Monfredo/Mr. 

O’Connell   (February 22, 2019)  

 

Response of the Administration to the request to provide a report on the Advanced Placement course 

offerings and include student/parent feedback, guidelines and costs for the exams. 

 

gb #9-61  - Mr. Comparetto/Mr. Foley/Miss McCullough  (February 13, 2019) 

 

Request that the Administration provide a progress report from the committee tasked with coming 

up with a plan to reduce school suspensions. 

 

gb #9-239  -Mr. O’Connell/Miss Biancheria/Miss McCullough/Mr. Monfredo 

(July 10, 2019) 

 

Request that the Administration review “Creating the Will: A Community Roadmap to Achieving 

Educational Excellence for Latino Students in Worcester,” and to consider both progress made, and 

topics which require further attention, since issuance of the report in July 2011. 

 

gb #9-292  -Miss Biancheria /Miss McCullough/Mr. Monfredo/Mr. O’Connell 

(August 28, 2019) 

 

Request that the Administration provide a report on the way in which the Worcester Public Schools is 

highlighting its successes in the STEM/STEAM Programs during the week of Oct. 21-25, 2019. 

 

gb #9-333  -  Mr. Comparetto/Mr. Monfredo   (October 9, 2019) 

 

Request that the Administration provide a report on the wraparound services in the Worcester Public 

Schools. 

motion  (gb #8-123.2)  Mr. O’Connell (June 21, 2018) 

 

Request that pages 237-265 from the Budget Book regarding the Various Grant Programs be referred 

to the Standing Committee on Teaching, Learning and Student Supports for further discussion.  

 

motion  (ros #9-9.1)  Mr. O’Connell (July 2, 2019) 

 

Response of the Administration to the request to provide a detailed report on the number of homeless 

students currently enrolled in the Worcester Public Schools and include the number of students who 

are doubled up, in foster care or living in shelters. 
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NEW AGENDA ITEMS TO BE DISCUSSED 
gb #8-139  - Mr. Comparetto/Mr. Foley/Miss McCullough/Mr. Monfredo/Mr. O’Connell  (April 18, 

2018) 

 

Request that the Administration provide a report regarding all Early Childhood Programs in the 

Worcester Public Schools. 

 
gb #8-258  - Mr. Monfredo/Miss Biancheria/Mr. Comparetto/Miss McCullough/Mr. O’Connell   

(August 28, 2018) 

 

Request that the Administration provide an update on the “Hands on CPR” program in the secondary 

schools and consider incorporating this program into a community service project that will highlight 

Worcester as a “Heart Safe City.” 

 

gb #8-357  -  Mr. Comparetto/Miss Biancheria/Mr. Monfredo/Mr. O’Connell(November 28, 2018)  

 

Request that the Administration consider replicating the Positive Directions Program at each of the 

middle and high schools. 

 

gb #9-104  - Mr. Comparetto  (March 13, 2019) 

 

Request that the Administration consider incorporating into high school curricula African-American 

African, Puerto Rican and Latino studies. 

 

gb #9-105  - Mr. Comparetto  (March 13, 2019) 

 

Request that the Administration consider incorporating into high school curricula LGBTQI history. 

 

gb #9-106  -  Mr. Comparetto/Mr. O’Connell  (March 13, 2019) 

 

Request that the Administration examine the first few years of the elementary school curriculum and 

make certain that there is a balance of history, science, arts, etc. 

 

gb #9-107  -  Mr. Comparetto/Mr. O’Connell   (March 13, 2019) 

 

Request that the Administration examine “Ethics of American Youth” and consider ways to add more 

ethics training into the curriculum of the Worcester Public Schools. 

 

gb #9-108  -  Mr. Comparetto/Mr. O’Connell   (March 13, 2019) 

 

Request that the Administration examine the report by the Houston Education Research Consortium 

entitled Investigating Causal Effects of Arts Education Experiences: Experimental Evidence from 

Houston’s Arts Access Initiative and consider implementing a similar initiative in the Worcester Public 

Schools. 

 

gb #9-133 -  Mr. Comparetto   (March 27, 2019) 

 

Request that the Administration consider partnering with I-Mentor and/or Classroom Champions to 

create mentorship opportunities for Worcester public school students. 

 

gb #9-135 -  Mr. Comparetto   (March 27, 2019) 

 

Request that the Administration create a grow your own teacher program. 
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gb #9-136.1  -  Administration/Mr. Comparetto   (May 21, 2019) 

 

Response of the Administration to the request to provide a report regarding the status of the One 

City, One Library Initiative. 

 

gb #9-138 -  Mr. Comparetto   (March 27, 2019) 

 

Request that the Administration consider developing an internship management system to help 

connect students with specific opportunities and mentors based on their passions. 

 

gb #9-146  -  Miss Biancheria/Mr. Monfredo/Mr. O’Connell   (March 27, 2019) 

 

Request that the Administration provide a report on “Stand for the Silent’ which is part of the Bullying 

Prevention Program. 

 

gb #9-149  - Mr. O’Connell/Miss Biancheria/Mr. Foley/Miss McCullough/Mr. Monfredo  (March 28, 

2019) 

 

Request that the Administration consider implementation of a “see-something, say-something 

anonymous app” such as that which the Boston Public Schools will pilot later this year, to assist 

students to submit tips about safety incidents to staff and police. 

 

gb #9-207  -Mr. O’Connell/Miss Biancheria/Miss McCullough/Mr. Monfredo (May 28, 2019) 

 

Request that the Administration consider development and implementation of a Video Production 

and/or Broadcast Journalism curriculum at an appropriate school within the Worcester Public 

Schools. 
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Committee Members       Administrative 
         Representative 

Molly O. McCullough, Chairman     Susan O’Neil, Ph.D. 
John F. Monfredo, Vice-Chairman 

John L. Foley 
 

OFFICE OF THE 

CLERK OF THE SCHOOL COMMITTEE 
WORCESTER PUBLIC SCHOOLS 

20 IRVING STREET 
WORCESTER, MA 01609 

 

AGENDA #2 
 

The Standing Committee on TEACHING, LEARNING AND STUDENT SUPPORTS 
will hold a meeting: 

  

 on: Tuesday, November 26, 2019 
 at: 4:30 p.m.  

in: Room 410 in the Durkin Administration Building 
  

ORDER OF BUSINESS 
 
 

I. CALL TO ORDER  
 

II. ROLL CALL 
 
III. GENERAL BUSINESS 

 
 

gb #4-259  -  Mr. O’Connell/Mr. Foley/Mr. Monfredo/Miss Biancheria  (September 
17, 2014) 
 

To initiate a course in Mandarin Chinese at the Advanced Placement level, offered 
either in a customary classroom setting or through Virtual High School. 

 
gb #6-264  -  Mr. O’Connell/Mr. Foley/Mr. Monfredo/Ms. Colorio/Miss 
McCullough/Miss Biancheria  (July 6, 2016) 

 
To consider opportunities to enhance the education of the academically gifted 

students of the Worcester Public Schools, at all appropriate levels. 
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gb #6-270.1  -  Administration/Mr. O’Connell/Mr. Foley   (May 22, 2018) 
 
Response of the Administration to the request to consider an allocation of certain 

extra funds allotted by the Senate Ways and Means Committee, that were not 
included in the FY19 Budget, for the 2018 Summer School Programs. 

 
gb #7-23  - Mr. O’Connell/Ms. Colorio/Mr. Monfredo/Miss McCullough/Miss 
Biancheria  (January 3, 2017) 

 
To consider making an online grading system available to all teachers for the 2017-

18 academic and fiscal year. 
 
gb #7-59  - Mr. O’Connell/Mr. Monfredo/Miss Colorio/Miss Biancheria/Miss 

McCullough  (February 6, 2017) 
 

To reestablish the PEAK ("Providing Enrichment for Able Kids") Program in the 
Worcester Public Schools. 

 
gb #7-285  -  Miss McCullough/Mr. Monfredo/Miss Biancheria/Ms. Colorio/Mr. O’Connell  
(August 7, 2017) 

 
To explore options and policies regarding work assigned and performed at home on 

snow days in an effort not to extend the school year. 
 
gb #8-29  - Mr. Monfredo/Mr. O’Connell/Miss Biancheria/Mr. Comparetto/Miss 

McCullough  (January 16, 2018) 
 

To engage in a comprehensive plan in an effort to have children read on grade level 
by the end of grade three. 
 

gb #8-42  - Miss Biancheria/Mr. Monfredo/Mr. O’Connell/Mr. Comparetto/Miss 
McCullough   (January 23, 2018) 

 
Request that the Administration study the feasibility of involving students in 
community service projects at the Senior Center. 

 
gb #8-43  - Mayor Petty/Mr. Foley/Mr. Monfredo/Mr. O’Connell/Miss Biancheria/Mr. 

Comparetto/Miss McCullough   (January 24, 2018) 
 
Request that the Superintendent create an updated Health and Wellness Curriculum 

for middle and high school students. 
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gb #8-59  - Mr. Comparetto/Mr. O’Connell/Mr. Monfredo   (February 7, 2018) 
 

To consider a review of a publication entitled Teaching Hard History: American 
Slavery from the Southern Poverty Law Center. 

 
gb #8-94  - Mr. Monfredo/Miss McCullough/Mr. O’Connell  (March 2, 2018) 
 

Request that the Administration consider expanding the Worcester: Future Teachers 
Program in conjunction with Worcester State University in an effort to recruit the best 

and brightest students. 
 
gb #8-97  - Mr. Comparetto/Miss McCullough/Mr. Monfredo/Mr. O’Connell  (March 

7, 2018) 
 

Request that the Administration provide a report on school libraries. 
 

gb #8-107  - Mr. O’Connell/Miss Biancheria/Mr. Comparetto/Miss McCullough/Mr. 
Monfredo  (March 16, 2018) 
 

To request that the administration review the January 2018 Policy Statement of the 
Department of Elementary and Secondary Education “Alternative Structured 

Learning Day Programs” and that it recommend to the School Committee whether 
any such programs should be implemented in the Worcester Public Schools for 
2019-20. 

 
gb #8-139  - Mr. Comparetto/Mr. Foley/Miss McCullough/Mr. Monfredo/Mr. 

O’Connell  (April 18, 2018) 
 
Request that the Administration provide a report regarding all Early Childhood 

Programs in the Worcester Public Schools. 
 

gb #8-161  - Mr. Comparetto/Mr. Foley/Miss McCullough/Mr. Monfredo/Mr. 
O’Connell   (May 9, 2018) 
 

Request that the Administration study the feasibility of developing partnerships with 
Recreation Worcester and other municipal or non-municipal organizations in order to 

create more team sports in Worcester’s middle schools. 
 
gb #8-162  - Mr. Comparetto/Mr. Foley/Miss McCullough/Mr. Monfredo/Mr. 

O’Connell   (May 9, 2018) 
 

To consider a review of a report entitled Extracurricular Participation and Course 

Performance in the Middle Grades: A Study of Low‐Income, Urban Youth by Kate 
Schwartz. 
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gb #8-163  - Mr. Comparetto/Mr. Foley/Miss McCullough/Mr. Monfredo/Mr. 
O’Connell   (May 9, 2018) 

 
Request that the Administration provide a report regarding the process of bringing 
together various private and public groups to develop middle school athletic 

programing as highlighted in the Worcester Magazine’s article entitled The Case For 
Middle School Sports:Can City Hoops Spark a Rebound? 

 
gb #8-164  - Miss Biancheria/Miss McCullough/Mr. Monfredo/Mr. O’Connell  (May 
9, 2018) 

 
Request that the Administration provide a report on the JROTC programs and include 

ways to actively promote interest at the middle school level for high school 
participation in this program. 

 
gb #8-200  -  Mr. O’Connell/Miss Biancheria/Mr. Comparetto/Mr. Foley/Miss 
McCullough/Mr. Monfredo/Mayor Petty    (June 11, 2018) 

 
To review the new Science Curriculum. 

 
gb #8-243  - Mr. O’Connell/Miss Biancheria/Miss McCullough/Mr. Monfredo   
(August 7, 2018) 

 
To consider use in the Worcester Public Schools, as appropriate, of the Fidelity 

Financial Services' "Boundless" program, which is designed to partner with youth 
organizations to educate girls and young women about careers in financial services. 
 

gb #8-248  - Mr. Comparetto/Mr. Monfredo/Mr. O’Connell   (August 14, 2018) 
 

Request that the Administration provide a report regarding Site Council meeting 
times and dates and consider holding these meetings at convenient times for parents 
and community members. 
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gb #8-258  - Mr. Monfredo/Miss Biancheria/Mr. Comparetto/Miss McCullough/ 
Mr. O’Connell   (August 28, 2018) 

 
Request that the Administration provide an update on the “Hands on CPR” program 

in the secondary schools and consider incorporating this program into a community 
service project that will highlight Worcester as a “Heart Safe City.” 
 

gb #8-298  -  Mr. Monfredo/Miss Biancheria/ Mr. Comparetto/Mr. O’Connell  (September 
26, 2018)  

  
Request that the Administration provide a report on the teaching of cursive writing 
in the schools.  

 
gb #8-348  -  Mr. Monfredo/Miss Biancheria/ Mr. O’Connell/Mr. Comparetto/Miss 

McCullough/Mr. Foley  (November 15, 2018)  
 

Request that the Administration provide information on whether all schools send out 
monthly newsletters and indicate whether they can be placed online as suggested by 
the CPPAC. 

 
gb #8-356.1  - Administration/Miss McCullough/Miss Biancheria/Mr. Monfredo/Mr. 

O’Connell/Mr. Comparetto/Mr. Foley/Mayor Petty   (February 13, 2019) 
 
Response of the Administration to the requests to: 

 
- explore the feasibility of implementing the Orton-Gillingham model for dyslexic 

students for those students in need of specific services. 
- provide a summary of the Orton-Gillingham model program. 
- study the feasibility of implementing the cost of this program in the FY20 

Budget 
- study the feasibility of including students from outside the district, on a tuition 

basis, if a proposed program is established in the Worcester Public Schools. 
 
gb #8-357  -  Mr. Comparetto/Miss Biancheria/Mr. Monfredo/Mr. O’Connell(November 28, 

2018)  
 

Request that the Administration consider replicating the Positive Directions Program 
at each of the middle and high schools. 
 

gb #9-20.1  - Administration/Miss McCullough/Miss Biancheria/Mr. Foley/Mr. 
Monfredo/Mr. O’Connell   (February 22, 2019)  

 
Response of the Administration to the request to provide a report on the Advanced 
Placement course offerings and include student/parent feedback, guidelines and 

costs for the exams. 
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gb #9-53  - Mr. O’Connell/Miss Biancheria/Mr. Foley/Miss McCullough/Mr. Monfredo  
(February 7, 2019) 

 
To review, and, as appropriate, to comment upon, standards and evidence proposed 

by the Massachusetts Department of Elementary and Secondary Education related to 
health education and sex education. 
 

gb #9-61  - Mr. Comparetto/Mr. Foley/Miss McCullough  (February 13, 2019) 
 

Request that the Administration provide a progress report from the committee tasked 
with coming up with a plan to reduce school suspensions. 
 

gb #9-104  -  Mr. Comparetto  (March 13, 2019) 
 

Request that the Administration consider incorporating into high school curricula 
African-American, African, Puerto Rican and Latino studies. 

 
gb #9-105  -  Mr. Comparetto  (March 13, 2019) 
 

Request that the Administration consider incorporating into high school curricula 
LGBTQI history. 

 
gb #9-106  -  Mr. Comparetto/Mr. O’Connell  (March 13, 2019) 
 

Request that the Administration examine the first few years of the elementary school 
curriculum and make certain that there is a balance of history, science, arts, etc. 

 
gb #9-107  -  Mr. Comparetto/Mr. O’Connell   (March 13, 2019) 
 

Request that the Administration examine “Ethics of American Youth” and consider 
ways to add more ethics training into the curriculum of the Worcester Public Schools. 

 
gb #9-108  -  Mr. Comparetto/Mr. O’Connell   (March 13, 2019) 
 

Request that the Administration examine the report by the Houston Education 
Research Consortium entitled Investigating Causal Effects of Arts Education 

Experiences: Experimental Evidence from Houston’s Arts Access Initiative and 
consider implementing a similar initiative in the Worcester Public Schools. 
 

gb #9-127  -  Miss McCullough/Miss Biancheria/Mr. Monfredo/Mr. O’Connell  (March 
25, 2019) 

 
Request that the Administration explore the feasibility of implementing  “Adulting 
Days” for high school students in conjunction with community volunteers. 
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gb #9-133 -  Mr. Comparetto   (March 27, 2019) 
 

Request that the Administration consider partnering with I-Mentor and/or Classroom 
Champions to create mentorship opportunities for Worcester public school students. 

 
gb #9-135 -  Mr. Comparetto   (March 27, 2019) 
 

Request that the Administration create a grow your own teacher program. 
 

gb #9-136.1  -  Administration/Mr. Comparetto   (May 21, 2019) 
 
Response of the Administration to the request to provide a report regarding the status 

of the One City, One Library Initiative. 
 

gb #9-138 -  Mr. Comparetto   (March 27, 2019) 
 

Request that the Administration consider developing an internship management 
system to help connect students with specific opportunities and mentors based on 
their passions. 

 
gb #9-146  -  Miss Biancheria/Mr. Monfredo/Mr. O’Connell   (March 27, 2019) 

 
Request that the Administration provide a report on “Stand for the Silent’ which is 
part of the Bullying Prevention Program. 

 
gb #9-149  - Mr. O’Connell/Miss Biancheria/Mr. Foley/Miss McCullough/Mr. 

Monfredo  (March 28, 2019) 
 
Request that the Administration consider implementation of a “see-something, say-

something anonymous app” such as that which the Boston Public Schools will pilot 
later this year, to assist students to submit tips about safety incidents to staff and 

police. 
 
gb #9-207  -Mr. O’Connell/Miss Biancheria/Miss McCullough/Mr. Monfredo 

(May 28, 2019) 
 

Request that the Administration consider development and implementation of a Video 
Production and/or Broadcast Journalism curriculum at an appropriate school within 
the Worcester Public Schools. 

 
gb #9-219.1  -  Administration/Miss Biancheria/Mr. Foley/Miss McCullough/Mr. 

Monfredo/Mr. O’Connell   (July 18, 2019) 
 
Response of the Administration to the request to review the admissions criteria for 

Worcester Technical High School and the process for establishing the wait list. 
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gb #9-238  -Mr. O’Connell/Miss Biancheria/Miss McCullough/Mr. Monfredo 
(July 10, 2019) 

 
Request that the Administration offer training in “domestic skills” and personal 

financial management to Worcester students and interested citizens through Night 
Life and after-school and summer programs. 
 

gb #9-239  -Mr. O’Connell/Miss Biancheria/Miss McCullough/Mr. Monfredo 
(July 10, 2019) 

 
Request that the Administration review “Creating the Will: A Community Roadmap 
to Achieving Educational Excellence for Latino Students in Worcester,” and to 

consider both progress made, and topics which require further attention, since 
issuance of the report in July 2011. 

 
gb #9-240  - Mr. O’Connell/Miss Biancheria/Miss McCullough/Mr. Monfredo  (July 

10, 2019) 
 
Request that the Administration interact with the Harvard Teacher Fellows Program, 

and Teach for America, as to placement of prospective teachers in the Worcester 
Public Schools. 

 
gb #9-281  -Mr. O’Connell/Miss Biancheria/Mr. Foley/Miss McCullough/Mr. Monfredo 
(August 28, 2019) 

 
To consider establishing goals for the School Committee for 2019-20. 

 
gb #9-292  -Miss Biancheria /Miss McCullough/Mr. Monfredo/Mr. O’Connell 
(August 28, 2019) 

 
Request that the Administration provide a report on the way in which the Worcester 

Public Schools is highlighting its successes in the STEM/STEAM Programs during the 
week of Oct. 21-25, 2019. 
 

gb #9-313  -Mr. Monfredo/Miss Biancheria /Mr. Foley/Mr. O’Connell 
(September 17, 2019) 

 
Request that the Administration establish a committee by November to include early 
learning teachers to review the two year kindergarten 1 program for students who 

are four years old and lack the necessary readiness skills for school success. 
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gb #9-327  -Administration   (October 7, 2019) 
 
To consider answers to the fourteen Action Steps made by Mayor Petty and approved 

by the School Committee: 
 

  1. School Department to create clear and transparent process to provide the necessary, 

student-sensitive data needed to do a thorough review of the suspension rates in our 

Worcester Public Schools. This should include the last 7 years of data. 

  2. Worcester State University to re-engage with our school department  regarding the 

2014 report, "Suspension in Worcester: A Continuing Conversation. 

  3. Incorporate comprehensive training practices focused on understanding cultural 

differences, unconscious bias, understanding racial disparities, and trauma informed 

care for all staff. Included in this training is MGL c222. For all staff including School 

Committee. 

  4. Review of the state's school discipline statute, MGL c222, to ensure the city is in 

complete compliance with the law and make any necessary changes to our policies 

and procedures. 

  5. Continue to maintain an English Language Learner Parent Advisory Council that 

includes Community Based Organizations and Community Partners in compliance with 

law, which will work with both the Director of English Language Learners and the Chief 

Diversify Officer. 

  6.  Review the practice of out of school suspension for students in K-2 grade and work 

with community partners and internal staff to create an in-school program to provide 

counselling and assessment services for these students, contingent on proper funding 

and in-kind services. 

  7.  Create an Affirmative Action Advisory Committee that would work with the Human 

Resource Department and the Chief Diversity Officer. Provide a semiannual report to 

the School Committee, with the Human Resources Department and the Chief Diversity 

Officer, as to progress. 

  8. Create a Superintendents Latino Advisory Committee 

  9. Quarterly/biannual reports on the progress of the Strategic Plan   

10. Review and maintain the existing suspension hearing and appeal practices so that the 

same WPS person is not allowed to do both hearings and appeals.  

11. Hiring a Chief Diversity Officer who shall report to the Superintendent and who shall 

work collaboratively with the Department of Human Resources of the Worcester Public 

Schools. 

12. Review and assist a comprehensive plan with college presidents to do focused 

recruitment and retention plans to hire diverse teachers and support staff. 

13. Provide a semi-annual report on the work of the English Language Learner Department 

and programs to the School Committee on compliance with best practices and Federal 

DOE guidelines. 

14. Work with the School Committee to consider and implement recommendations of the 

Mayors Commission where appropriate. Work with the Commission to benchmark 

projects. 
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gb #9-333  -  Mr. Comparetto/Mr. Monfredo   (October 9, 2019) 
 
Request that the Administration provide a report on the wraparound services in the 

Worcester Public Schools. 
 

gb #9-334  - Mr. Comparetto/Mr. Monfredo  (October 9, 2019) 
 
Request that the Administration provide a report on school health clinics to include 

the current number of schools and the kind of services that are available to students. 
 

gb #9-349  - Miss McCullough/Mr. Foley/Mr. Monfredo  (October 14, 2019) 
 
Request that the Administration invite educators who currently teach or train 

NoticeAbility Curriculum and consider implementing it for students with dyslexia. 
 

gb #9-383  - Mr. Comparetto  (November 13, 2019) 
 

Request that the Mayor and School Committee establish Worcester Public Schools’ 
Safe Zones. 
 

gb #9-384  - Mr. Comparetto/Mr. Foley  (November 13, 2019) 
 

Request that the Superintendent present an annual report on the status of education 
for Latino students. 
 

gb #9-385  - Mr. Comparetto/Mr. Foley  (November 13, 2019) 
 

Request that the Administration incorporate best practices for creating a diverse 
workforce. 
 

gb #9-386  - Mr. Comparetto/Mr. Foley  (November 13, 2019) 
 

Request that the Administration provide an update on current restorative justice 
practices. 
 

gb #9-387  - Mr. Comparetto  (November 13, 2019) 
 

Request a moratorium on suspending K-2 students for non-violent offenses. 
 
gb #9-388  - Mr. Comparetto  (November 13, 2019) 

 
Request an "equity audit" of the Worcester Public Schools in accordance to best 

practices. 
 
gb #9-389  - Mr. Comparetto  (November 13, 2019) 

 
Request that the Administration provide an update on the efforts of the 

Administration to create ethnic studies programming.  
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motion  (gb #8-123.2)  Mr. O’Connell (June 21, 2018) 
 
Request that pages 237-265 from the Budget Book regarding the Various Grant 

Programs be referred to the Standing Committee on Teaching, Learning and Student 
Supports for further discussion.  

 
motion  (ros #9-9.1)  Mr. O’Connell (July 2, 2019) 
 

Request that the Administration refer to the Standing Committee on Teaching, 
Learning and Student Supports, the response from the Highlights regarding a 

detailed report on the number of homeless students and provide the updated 
numbers to the state in order to get credit for those students. 
 

motion  (gb #9-195.2)  Mr. O’Connell (June 20, 2019) 
 

Request that the Administration provide a report on the funding that the Worcester 
Public Schools receives through Education Access Channel 11 revenues, and provide 

information on the four positions and refer the report to the Standing Committee on 
Teaching Learning and Student Supports for discussion with gb #9-207. 
 

motion  (gb #9-195.2)  Mr. O’Connell (June 20, 2019) 
 

Request that the Various Grant Program section of the Budget be referred to the 

Standing Committee on Teaching, Learning and Student Supports. 
 

IV. ADJOURNMENT 
      Helen A. Friel, Ed.D. 
      Clerk of the School Committee 



ITEM: gb #4-259 

STANDING COMMITTEE: TEACHING, ·LEARNING AND STUDENT SUPPORTS 

DATE OF MEETING: Tuesday, November26,2019 

ITEM: Mr. O'Connell/Mr. Foley/Mr. Monfredo/Miss Biancheria (September 17, 2014) 

To initiate a course in Mandarin Chinese at the Advanced Placement level, 
offered either in a customary classroom setting or through Virtual High School. 

PRIOR ACTION: 

10-2-14 - Referred to the Standing Committee on Teaching, Learning and 
Student Supports. 

5-19-15 - STANDING COMMITTEE ON TEACHING, LEARNING AND STUDENT 
SUPPORTS 
Mr. O'Connell made the following motions: 
Request that the Administration interact with the College of the 
Holy Cross as to enrollment of Worcester public school students, 
on a dual enrollment basis, in appropriate Mandarin Chinese 
courses. 
Request that the Administration consider the options for 
instruction of students in Mandarin Chinese through on-line 
programs including, but not limited to, the virtual high school, the 
Michigan on-line program and the Stanford University on-line 
high school. 
On a voice vote, the motions were approved. 

(Continued on page 2.) 

BACKUP: 

At present, Mandarin Chinese is not offered as a high level AP course. 
However, the students can access courses through the Virtual High School 
Program. In addition, the Administration is studying the feasibility of 
establishing a Foreign exchange program with a village in China in conjunction 
with State Representative James O'Day. As part of the program, the visiting 
teacher from China will teach interested Worcester public school students at 
no charge. Based on the backup, the Administration recommends this item be 
filed. 



ITEM: gb #4-259 
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PRIOR ACTION (continued) 

2-1-16 - Dr. Meade-Montaque made a presentation indicating that 213 
students are currently taking Mandarin courses. The Mandarin 
Part 1 and Part 2 are the middle school level courses and 
Mandarin I to IV are the high school level courses. 
She reported that Doherty Memorial High School has 21 students 
interested in continuing with Mandarin IV which will be offered 
next year. All eleven 11th grade students currently taking 
Mandarin IV are interested in continuing and the question would 
be whether to offer Mandarin V or AP Mandarin at Doherty 
Memorial High School. 
In the future, if there aren't enough students to offer AP Mandarin 
courses in one school, a districtwide course could possibly be 
offered to the students. 
Mr. O'Connell made the following motion: 
Request that the Administration submit a report in April in 
connection with interest in expanding World Language Programs 
at both the elementary and secondary levels. 
On a voice vote, the motion was approved. 

8-16-16 - It was moved and voice voted to request that students be 
surveyed, during the Fall of 2016, as to courses that they would 
like to have considered for inclusion on the Course Selection 
Sheet for 2017-18 including, but not limited to, instruction in 
World Languages. 
It was moved and voice voted to request that the Administration 
respond to the item in December 2016. 

3-8-17 - Mr. Monfredo made the following motion: 
Request that the Administration provide a report in May 2017 
which would contain the names of the courses available by grade 
levels and also indicate the way in which the Administration will 
keep the parents apprised of how they can help their children with 
academic pursuits at home. 
On a voice vote, the motion was approved. 

1-18-18 - There is an urgent need to approve more courses under this item, 
not Mandarin Chinese courses. The approval needed now is for 
the courses listed in Annex A. The reason is that the 
Administration needs to add them to the course selection sheet. 
Mr. O'Connell made the following motions: 
Request that the Administration report back to the Standing 
Committee in June 2019 as to the effectiveness of the 
Independent Study Physical Education course. 
Request that the Administration amend the prerequisites of the 
academic AP Research paper by amending the number of words 
from 4000-5000 to 4000-8000. 
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PRIOR ACTION (continued) 

1-18-18 -	 Request that the Administration notify the School Committee of 
(continued) 	 the date, time and location of the Career Technical Education 

Department's Open House highlighting a viewing of the students' 
presentations as an integral part of the Career Readiness 
Capstone Program. 
On a voice vote, the motions were approved. 
It was moved to approve the following courses as contained in 
Annex A of the backup: 

Activities of Daily Living Awareness 
Activities of Daily Living Development 
Activities of Daily Living Independence 
AP Research Course 
Career Readiness Capstone Course 
Independent Study Physical Education 
Intro to Advanced Manufacturing 
Intro to Construction 
Intro to Health Assisting 
Introductory Physics 
IT Essentials 
Language Seminar 
Literacy Access 
Literacy Application 
Literacy Skills 
Numerical Skill Development 
Numerical Awareness 
Numerical Skills 
Science Awareness 
Science Development 
Science Skills 
Social Studies Awareness 
Social Studies Development 
Social Studies Skills 

On a voice vote, the motion was approved. 
5-14-18 - Mr. Monfredo and Miss McCullough made the following motion: 

Request that the Administration provide a report on the number 
of students who will take a Mandarin Chinese course though the 
Virtual High School Program. 
On a voice vote, the motion was approved. 
Mr. Monfredo made the following motion: 
Request that the Administration study the feasibility of 
establishing of a Foreign Exchange Program which will include a 
teacher who will instruct interested students in Mandarin Chinese. 
On a voice vote the motion was approved. 
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PRIOR ACTION (continued) 

5-14-18 -	 Mr. O'Connell made the following motion: 
(continued) 	 Request that the Administration provide the responses to the 

motions in June 2018. 
On a voice voted the motion was approved. 



ITEM: gb #6-264 

STANDING COMMITIEE: TEACHING, LEARNING AND STUDENT SUPPORTS 

DATE OF MEETING: Tuesday, November26,2019 

ITEM: 	 Mr. O'Connell/Mr. Foley/Mr. Monfredo/Ms. Colorio/Miss McCullough/ 
Miss Biancheria (July 6, 2016) 

To consider opportunities to enhance the education of the academically gifted 
students of the Worcester Public Schools, at all appropriate levels. 

PRIOR ACTION: 

8-18-16 - Referred to the Standing Committee on Teaching, Learning and 
Student Supports. 

8-16-17 - STANDING COMMITIEE ON TEACHING, LEARNING AND STUDENT 
SUPPORTS 
HOLD for a progress report in November 2017. 

8-24-17 - SCHOOL COMMITIEE MEETING The School Committee 
approved the action of the Standing Committee as stated. 

5-14-18 - STANDING COMMITIEE ON TEACHING, LEARNING AND STUDENT 
SUPPORTS 
Mr. Monfredo made the following motion: 
Request that the Administration provide a report regarding the 
after school opportunities for students in literacy and math. 
On a voice vote, the motion was approved. 

(Continued on page 2.) 

BACKUP: 

Annex A (1 page) contains a response to the motion that was previously 
responded to under gb 8-45. Since there is a current item gb 9-144 
relative to afterschool programs, the Administration recommends 
that gb #6-264 be filed. 
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PRIOR ACTION (continued) 

5-14-18 ­
(continued) 

5-17-18 ­

Mr. O'Connell made the following motion: 
Request that the Administration forward a report on the initiatives 
at the elementary level for academically gifted students. 
On a voice vote, the motion was approved. 
In response to Mr. O'Connell's request to provide more 
challenging work for academically gifted students at the 
elementary level, Dr. O'Neil stated that she would forward 
information regarding approaches for differentiated instruction 
that are contained in the Read Side by Side and Fountas and 
Pinnell books. 
Hold for a report in June 2018. 
SCHOOL COMMITIEE MEETING The School Committee 
approved the action of the Standing Committee as stated. 



ANNEX A 
gb #6-264 
Page 1 

Reading Side by Side is a reading program for grades 3-6 with three components that 

are related thematically and occur throughout the units: 1. read aloud, 2.book clubs and 

3. independent reading. Teacher manuals guide the instruction embedded in high 
interest trade books. The program is a vehicle for the teaching and learning of the 
state's English language Arts {ELA) standards. Elementary principals, teachers and 
coaches were invited to a 2 day preview in January. Subsequent professional 
development will be planned for the spring and August. Please see 
https:Ureadsidebyside.com/shop/ and https://readsidebyside.com/fagsJ for more 
information including a list of the trade books used in each component at each grade 
level. Samples will be available in the School Committee Office. 

The "Fountas & Pinnell Classroom™ IFPC) is a cohesive, multi-text approach to literacy 
instruction for all students in grades PreK-6. The System is designed to support whole­
group, small-group and independent learning opportunities including: interactive read­
aloud, reading minilessons, shared reading, phonics/spelling/word study lessons, guided 
reading, book clubs, and independent reading collections. Fountas & Pinnell 

Classroom 1 is rich with authentic texts, lessons or conferring cards, minilessons and M 

professional tools & learning for a systematic, transformative approach to literacy 
instruction...creat[ing] authentic experiences in reading, thinking, talking, writing, and 
reflecting ... " 
The preceding description was copied from the Heinneman website. More information 
is available at: httQ://www.fountasandp:innell.com/fpc{. The program is a vehicle for 
the teaching and learning of the state's English Language Arts (ELA) standards 
Professional development to prepare teachers, instructional coaches and principals will 
begin in March 2018. Samples will be available in the School Committee Office. 

https://readsidebyside.com/fagsJ
https:Ureadsidebyside.com/shop


ITEM: gb #6-270.1 

STANDING COMMITTEE: TEACHING, LEARNING AND STUDENT SUPPORTS 

DATE OF MEETING: Tuesday, November 26, 2019 

ITEM: Administration/Mr. O'Connell/Mr. Foley (May 22, 2018) 

Response of the Administration to the request to consider an allocat ion of 
certain extra funds allotted by the Senate Ways and Means Committee, that 
were not included in the FY19 Budget, for the 2018 Summer School Programs. 

PRIOR ACTION: 

8-18-16 - Referred to the Standing Committee on Teaching, Learning and 
Student Supports to be discussed at a meeting in January 2017. 

{Continued on page 2.) 

BACKUP: Since this item was filed and responded to in 2016, the 
Administration recommends that it be filed. 
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PRIOR ACTION (continued) 

8-18~16 -	 Miss Biancheria made the following motion: 
(continued) 	 Request that the Administration provide information on the 

College Community Connections Program regarding: 
- the list of internships that took place at various sites and 
- feedback from the students that attended the Community 

Connection Program and will be taking the MCAS retest in the 
Fall. 

On a voice vote, the motion was approved. 
4-24-17 	 STANDING COMMITTEE ON TEACHING, LEARNING AND STUDENT 

SUPPORTS 
Dr. Rojas spoke to the item. 
Mr. Monfredo and Mr. O'Connell made the following motion: 
Request that the item be held for a Standing Committee meeting 
in the Fall of 2017 in order to include recommendations from the 
Administration as to the program for the Summer of 2018. It was 
further requested that the Administration provide information on 
the following: 

- expansion of opportunities for students in grades 1 and 2 with 
a focus on enrolling more of them in appropriate summer 
school programs 

- expansion of internships and externships for students for 
enrichment purposes 

- feasibility of offering a full course at the secondary level for 
full academic credit during the summer as a double period 
course 

- opportunities in connection with summer school initiatives 
with a focus on the needs of at-risk students 

On a voice vote, the motion was approved. 
4-27-17 - SCHOOL COMMITTEE MEETING The School Committee 

approved the action of the Standing Committee as stated. 
5-14-18 - STANDING COMMITTEE ON TEACHING, LEARNING AND STUDENT 

SUPPORTS 
Mr. Monfredo made the following motion: 
Request that the Administration provide a report on the success 
of the 2018 Summer School Programs in order to prioritize needs 
for the 2019 Summer School Programs to include: 
- a change to a 5 or 6 week Summer Program rather than a 3 

week one 
recruitment of 1st and 2nd graders for Summer School 
Programs 

- emphasis to the parents during the "Reading in our City 
Week" of the importance of Summer School 
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PRIOR ACTION (continued) 

5-14-18 ­
(continued) - interaction with the interfaith leaders, various agencies like 

Worcester Art Museum, Broad Meadow Brook and social 
agencies like the Boys and Girls Club and United Way to 
provide educational opportunities to the students in the 
Worcester Public Schools 
an advertisement of the Summer School Programs on the 
bookmobiles 
ConnectEd messages regarding summer reading on a weekly 
basis 
interaction with the City Manager, business partners and 
others regarding funding for this program 

On a voice vote, the motion was approved. 
Mr. Monfredo made the following motion: 
Request that the Administration include information regarding the 
Tenacity Program on the website and forward e-mails and fliers 
to principals to share with the students. 
On a voice vote, the motion was approved. 
Miss McCullough made the following motion: 
Request that the Administration forward the information to 
families regarding the Free Fun Friday activities. 
On a voice vote, the motion was approved. 
Mr. O'Connell made the following motions: 
Request that the Administration prepare a proposed 2019 Budget 
for a comprehensive 6 week Summer School Program. 
Request that the Administration interact with the following 
Colleges and Universities to determine ways to involve them in 
the Summer School Programs or invite them to a meeting of the 
Standing Committee on Teaching, Leaning and Student 
Supports to discuss possible collaborative efforts to enrich the 
Summer School Programs in the Worcester Public Schools: 
- The College of the Holy Cross - Becker College 
- WPI - Anna Maria College 
- Worcester State University - Quinsigamond Community College 
- UMASS Medical School - Clark University 
- Nickels College - Fitchburg State University 

On a voice vote, the motions were approved. 

Mr. O'Connell made the following motions: 

Request that the Administration appropriate the extra funds 

allotted by the Senate Ways and Means Committee, that were not 

included in the FY19 Budget, for the 2018 Summer School 

Programs. 

Request that the Administration provide a report on the above 

mentioned motions in August 2018. 

On a voice vote, the motions were approved. 
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PRIOR ACTION (continued) 

5-17-18 ­

6-7-18 ­
3-20-19 ­

SCHOOL COMMITTEE MEETING The School Committee 
approved the action of the Standing Committee as amended. 
Superintendent Binienda indicated that if the Worcester Public 
Schools receives an increase of 3 million dollars, the funds would 
be utilized to hire 44 new teachers. 
Mr. Foley indicated that he would like to utilize the additional 
monies for classroom purposes not for Summer projects. 
Mr. O'Connell made the following amendment to his initial 
motion: 

Initial Motion: 
Request that the Administration appropriate the extra 
funds allocated by the Senate Ways and Means Committee, 
that were not included in the FY19 Budget, for the 2018 
Summer School Programs. 

Amended motion: 
Request that the Administration recommend an allocation 
of certain extra funds allotted by the Senate Ways and 
Means Committee, that were not included in the FY19 
Budget, for the 2018 Summer School Programs. 

Mr. Foley made the following amendment to Mr. O'Connell's 
amended motion: 
Request that the Administration consider an allocation of certain 
extra funds allotted by the Senate Ways and Means Committee, 
that were not included in the FY19 Budget, for the 2018 Summer 
School Programs. 
On a voice vote, the motion as amended was approved and 
referred to the Administration for a report prior to the Budget 
deliberation. 
Accepted and filed. 
STANDING COMMITTEE ON TEACHING, LEARNING AND STUDENT 
SUPPORTS 
Mr. Monfredo made the following motions: 
Request that the Administration interact with interfaith 
organizations, social service agencies and other appropriate 
entities for help in assisting with the recruitment of students to 
attend summer school programs. 
Request that the Administration interact with interfaith 
organizations, social service agencies and other appropriate 
entities to consider holding summer workshops and other 
activities that would assist with the enrollment of students in 
summer programs. 
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PRIOR ACTION (continued) 

3-20-19 ­
(continued) 

4-4-19 ­

Request that the Administration provide a report regarding the 
outreach initiatives to students who are struggling academically 
and who will benefit from the summer programs. 
Request that the Administration provide a report regarding the 
efforts made to recruit students in grades 1 to 3 who will benefit 
from supplemental literacy and mathematics work during the 
summer months. 
Request that the Administration provide a report on any 
appropriate actions the School Committee can or should take that 
would help in the effort with the enrollment of more students who 
will benefit from the summer programs and the summer 
activities. 
Request that the Administration send ConnectEd messages out 
during the months of June, July and August to parents regarding 
the Summer Reading Program. 
On a voice vote, the motions were approved. 
It was moved and voice voted to hold the item for a report in May 
2019. 
THE SCHOOL COMMITTEE MEETING - The School Committee 
approved the action of the Standing Committee as stated. 



ITEM: gb #7-23 

STANDING COMMITTEE: TEACHING, LEARNING AND STUDENT SUPPORTS 

DATE OF MEETING: Tuesday, November 26, 2019 

ITEM: 	 Mr. O'Connell/Ms. Colorio/Mr. Monfredo/Miss McCullough/Miss Biancheria 
(January 3, 2017) 

To consider making an online grading system available to all teachers for the 
2017-18 academic and fiscal year. 

PRIOR ACTION: 

1-19-17 - Referred to the Standing Committee on Teaching, Learning and 
Student Supports. 

8-16-17 - STANDING COMMITIEE ON TEACHING, LEARNING AND STUDENT 
SUPPORTS 
Mr. O'Connell made the following motions: 
Request that the Administration provide a report to the Standing 
Committee in November 2017 as to options available to the 
school system for on-line grading systems which would include, 
but not be limited to, use of N-grade and development of the 
system's internal grading system. It was further requested that 
the Administration include a cost benefit analysis for an outside 
system versus an inside one and take into account the labor and 
consultation costs in connection with the in-house system. 
On a voice vote the motion was approved. 

8-24-17 - SCHOOL COMMITIEE MEETING The School Committee 
approved the action of the Standing Committee as stated. 

(Continued 	on page 2.) 

BACKUP: 	 Since the discussion on this item was handled in gb #8-350 and 
gb #9-222 and filed, the Administration recommends that this 
item filed in 2017 also be filed. 
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PRIOR ACTION (continued) 

3-20-19 - STANDING COMMITTEE ON TEACHING, LEARNING AND STUDENT 
SUPPORTS 
Mr. O'Connell made the following motions: 
Request that the Administration implement the online grading 
system for the 2020-21 school year. 
Request that the Administration consider the implementation of a 
third-party student information system which will be compatible 
with or incorporate an online grading system. 
Request that the Administration provide recommendations, prior 
to the FY20 Budget, for the cost of both an online grading system 
and an updated student information system. 
Request that the Administration forward the backup to the CPPAC 
and School Site Councils for their recommended budgetary 
impact analysis prior to the FY20 Budget and invite the members 
to the budgetary deliberations at the School Committee meetings 
in June. 
On a voice vote, the motions were approved. 
It was moved and voice voted to hold the item for a report in May 
2019. 

4-4-19 - SCHOOL COMMITTEE MEETING The School Committee 
approved the action of the Standing Committee as amended. 
Mr. Foley made the following motion: 
Request that the Administration provide a report at the meeting 
of the Standing Committee on Finance and Operations' Public 
Budget Hearing in April on the online grading system and invite 
members of the CPPAC and other interested individuals to attend. 
On a voice vote, the motion was approved. 
Referred to the Public Hearing on the FY20 Budget to include, but 
not be limited to, discussion of gb #7-23. 

4-23-19 - STANDING COMMITTEE ON FINANCE AND OPERATIONS 
Motion - Mr. Folev (April 4, 2019) 
Request that the Administration provide a report at the 
meeting of the Standing Committee on Finance and Operations' 
Public Budget Hearing in April on the online grading system and 
invite members of the CPPAC and other interested individuals 
to attend. 

(Considered with motion c&p #9-3.) 
Background Information - FY20 Budget 

The House Ways and Means Committee (HWM) released the 
initial House of Representatives FY20 proposed Budget on April 
10, 2019. This funding will be used in the FY20 Budget that 
will be released on May 10, 2019. 
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PRIOR ACTION 	(continued) 

4-23-19 -	 The House Ways and Means Budget included an increase of an 
(continued) 	 additional $852,228 in Chapter 70 aid funds, mostly attributed 

to English Learner funding. There was also a reduction in the 
charter school tuition assessment based on current enrollments 
in Charter Schools for next year. The House Ways and Means 
Budget provides $1.2 million more in funds next year, 
representing a total budget increase of $19.9 million over the 
current spending level. 

Mr. Allen provided a PowerPoint presentation on the proposed 
increase from the House Ways and Means Budget. 

The FY20 budget will reflect an $11 million increase for level 
services next year (inflation costs to maintain the same number 
of positions and programs next year), leaving $8.6 million to 
address chronic foundation budget underspending and the 
district's new Strategic Plan. Due to the significant 
underfunding of positions, services, and programs, the 
allocation of the new funds are also very challenging as the 
needs far exceed this level of funding 

Comments from the School Committee 
Mr. Foley 

- reduction in K-2 class sizes 
- more social and emotional learning support for students 
- support teachers in the classroom setting 

Miss McCullough 
- need for community to fight for more funding for the 

Worcester Public Schools 
- need for additional school pychologists, adjustment 

councilors and wraparound coordinators 
Mr. Comparetto 

- more wraparound coordinators to be licensed as social 
workers 

- hiring of a Chief Diversity Officer 
- More money from City 

Mr. Monfredo 
- additional funding for the Foundation Budget 
- smaller K-3 class sizes 
- reading on grade level programs 
- more funds for Social and Emotional Learning 
- additional AP classes 
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PRIOR ACTION (continued) 

4-23-19 - Mrs. Seale 
(continued) 	 The Speech Language Pathologist case load for the system is slightly 

below the national average. For that reason, there is no need for 
any additional positions in the FY20 Budget. 

Testimony from the public: 
Ms. McCarthy 

- Monitary support for English Language Learners 
Dr. Mclaren 

- the need for 5 additional School Phycologists and School 
Adjustment Councilors 

Ms. Ramirez 
- need for 30 ESL teachers 
- support for social emotional learning for students 
- more behavior specialists and wraparound coordinators 
- more partnerships with community and parents 

Ruth Rodriguez 
- use of testing money for testing for student needs 
- the use of federal funding for Ells 

Mr. Frias-Mota 
- need for more School Adjustment Councilors in the schools 
- request to not use teachers as interpretors 

Reverend Encarnacion 
- 30 more ESL teachers as bilingual ESL teachers and more 

guidance counselors and diversity staff 
- social and emotional resources for students with behavioral 

challenges 
- reauthorize the funds to ACE and the Southeast Asian Coalition 

and LEI 
- more grants from DESE for districts serving English Language 

Learners and immigrant students 
Ms. Asseth 


- more equity in the schools 

- more wraparound coordinators 


Ms. Kinicki 
- more councilors in the schools for ELL students 

Ms. Gonzalez 
- fewer SROs in schools 
- more ELL training 
- notification of ELL meetings 
- reduction in school safety budget 

Mr. Lyons 
- provide parent transportation to/from school meetings 
- provide more instructional supplies for teachers 

Reverend Payson 
- use of video conferencing technology 
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PRIOR ACTION (continued) 

4-23-19 - Ms. Kaake 
(continued) - support for the Promise Act 

- attendance at Boston Common Rally for more state funding­
May 16, 2019 

Mr. Dumphy 
- online external grading system 

Mrs. Novick 
- funding for all students to take AP Exams 

FILE motions c&p 9-2 and gb #7-23 from the Standing Committee on 
Finance and Operations. 

5-2-19 - SCHOOL COMMITTEE MEETING The School Committee 
Approved the action of the Standing as stated. 



ITEM: gb #7-59 

STANDING COMMITTEE: TEACHING, LEARNING AND STUDENT SUPPORTS 

DATE OF MEETING: Tuesday, November 26, 2019 

ITEM: Mr. O'Connell/Mr. Monfredo/Ms. CoIorio/Miss Biancheria/Miss McCullough 
(February 6, 2017) 

To reestablish the PEAK ("Providing Enrichment for Able Kids") Program in the 
Worcester Public Schools. 

PRIOR ACTION: 

2-16-17 - Referred to the Standing Committee on Teaching, Learning and 
Student Supports. 

4-24-17 	 STANDING COMMITTEE ON TEACHING, LEARNING AND STUDENT 
SUPPORTS 
Dr. Ganias stated that the Administration is proposing that it 
organize a PEAK-like experience for students using the Title I SES 
funds. 
Mr. Monfredo inquired as to the feasibility of establishing alter­
school PEAK-like enrichment programs for students, and, if 
possible, provide a report on such a program at the Standing 
Committee in September. 
Dr. Ganias indicated that she could provide a list of alter-school 
programs that are PEAK-like. 
Mr. O'Connell made the following motion: 
Request that the item be held for a progress report in June or 
July. 
On a voice vote, the motion was approved. 

(Continued 	on page 2.) 

BACKUP: Due to the outdated nature of this item and its backup, the 
Administration recommends that his item be filed. 
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PRIOR ACTION (continued) 

4-27-17 - SCHOOL COMMITTEE MEETING The School Committee 
approved the action of the Standing Committee as stated. 

5-14-18 - STANDING COMMITTEE ON TEACHING, LEARNING AND STUDENT 
SUPPORTS 
Hold for a report in June 2018. 

5-17-18 - SCHOOL COMMITTEE MEETING The School Committee 
approved the action of the Standing Committee as stated. 



 

   

   

        
   

     
      

 

        
  

       

  
    

  
  

   

    
   

     
 

  

    
      

ITEM:  gb #7-285 

STANDING COMMITTEE: TEACHING, LEARNING AND STUDENT SUPPORTS 

DATE OF MEETING: Tuesday, November 26, 2019 

ITEM:	 Miss McCullough/Mr. Monfredo/Miss Biancheria/Ms. Colorio/Mr. O’Connell 
(August 7, 2017) 

To explore options and policies regarding work assigned and performed at 
home on snow days in an effort not to extend the school year. 

PRIOR ACTION: 

8-24-17 - Referred to the Standing Committee on Teaching, Learning and 
Student Supports. 

3-20-19 - Mr. O’Connell made the following motions: 

Request that the Administration provide a report regarding the 
development of a proposal for an Alternative Structured Learning 

Day Program. 
Request that the Administration provide recommendations, with 
consideration of the state guidelines, of a proposal of an Alternative 

Structured Learning Day Program. 
On a voice vote, the motions were approved. 

It was moved and voice voted to hold the item for a report in 
September 2019. 

BACKUP:	 Since the Administration provided an Alternative Structure 

Learning Program under gb #8-107, the Administration 
recommends that gb #7-285 and gb #8-107 both be filed. 



ITEM: gb #8-29 

STANDING COMMITTEE: TEACHING, LEARNING AND STUDENT SUPPORTS 

DATE OF MEETING: Tuesday, November 26, 2019 

ITEM: 	 Mr. Monfredo/Mr. O'Connell/Miss Biancheria/Mr. Comparetto/ 

Miss McCullough (January 16, 2018) 


To engage in a comprehensive plan in an effort to have children read on grade 
level by the end of grade three. 

PRIOR ACTION: 

2-1-18 - (Considered with gb #8-45). 
Referred to the Standing Committee on Teaching, Learning and 
Student Supports. 

2-13-18 - STANDING COMMITTEE ON TEACHING LEARNING AND STUDENT 
SUPPORTS 

(gb #8-29 and gb #8-45 were considered together.) 
Mr. Monfredo made the following motion: 
Request that the Administration establish a Reading Committee 
with focus on grades K-3 and incorporate issues of: 

-school readiness 

-school attendance 

-summer learning 

-family involvement 

-high quality teachers 


On a voice vote, the motion was approved. 
It was moved and voice voted to HOLD the item. 

2-15-18 - SCHOOL COMMITTEE MEETING - The . School Committee 
approved the action of the Standing Committee as stated. 

BACKUP: Since there is a current item, gb #9-150.1, the Administration 
recommends that items gb #8-29 be filed. 



ITEM: gb #8-42 

STANDING COMMITTEE: TEACHING, LEARNING AND STUDENT SUPPORTS 

DATE OF MEETING: Tuesday, November 26, 2019 

ITEM: 	 Miss Biancheria/Mr. Monfredo/Mr. O'Connell/Mr. Comparetto/ 
Miss McCullough (January 23, 2018) 

Request that the Administration study the feasibility of involving students in 
community service projects at the Senior Center. 

PRIOR ACTION: 

2-1-18 - Referred to the Standing Committee on Teaching, Learning and 
Student Supports. 

BACKUP: 

The students in the grade 8 Civics course will do community service projects 
in various locations. The Administration recommend that the item be filed. 



          ITEM:  gb #8-43 
 

STANDING COMMITTEE: TEACHING, LEARNING AND STUDENT SUPPORTS 
 

DATE OF MEETING: Tuesday, November 26, 2019 
 

 
ITEM: Mayor Petty/Mr. Foley/Mr. Monfredo/Mr. O’Connell/Miss Biancheria/ 
 Mr. Comparetto/Miss McCullough   (January 24, 2018) 

 
Request that the Superintendent create an updated Health and Wellness 

Curriculum for middle and high school students. 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
PRIOR ACTION: 

 
2-1-18  - Held. 
2-15-18   Referred to the Standing Committee on Teaching, Learning and 

Student Supports. 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
BACKUP:   

The Administration has 3 outstanding items regarding this topic and 
recommends filing two of them, namely gb #8-43, gb #8-369 and 

gb #9-53.  Item gb #9-288 will remain the current item. 



ITEM: gb #9-53 

STANDING COMMITTEE: TEACHING, LEARNING AND STUDENT SUPPORTS 

DATE OF MEETING: Tuesday, November 26, 2019 

ITEM: Mr. O'Connell/Miss Biancheria/Mr. Foley/Miss McCullough/Mr. Monfredo 
(February 7, 2019) 

To review, and, as appropriate, to comment upon, standards and evidence 
proposed by the Massachusetts Department of Elementary and Secondary 
Education related to health education and sex education. 

PRIOR ACTION : 

2-28-19 - Referred to the Standing Committee on Teaching, Learning and 
Student Supports. 

BACKUP: 	 The Administration has 4 outstanding items regarding this topic 
and recommends filing three of them, namely gb # 8-43, gb #8­
369 and gb #9-53. Item gb #9-288 will remain the current item. 



ITEM: gb #8-107 

STANDING COMMITTEE: TEACHING, LEARNING AND STUDENT SUPPORTS 

DATE OF MEETING: Tuesday, November 26, 2019 

ITEM: 	Mr. O'Connell/Miss Biancheria/Mr. Comparetto/Miss McCullough/ 
Mr. Monfredo (March 16, 2018) 

To request that the administration review the January 2018 Policy Statement 
of the Department of Elementary and Secondary Education "Alternative 
Structured Learning Day Programs" and that it recommend to the School 
Committee whether any such programs should be implemented in the 
Worcester Public Schools for 2019-20. 

PRIOR ACTION: 

4-5-18 - Referred to the Standing Committee on Teaching, Learning and 
Student Supports. 

BACKUP: 	 The Administration has 4 outstanding items regarding this topic and 
recommends filing three of them, namely gb # 8-43, gb #8-369 and 
gb #9-53. Item gb #9-288 will remain the current item. 

Annex 	A (3 pages) contains the Administration's response to the item. 
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School Redesign 

Alternative Structured Learning Day Programs 

To: Superintendents, Charter School Boards ofTrustees, and School Principals 

From: JeffWulfson, Acting Commissioner 

Date: January 5, 2018 


This memorandum provides information to assist school committees and charter 

school boards of trustees with the development of "alternative structured learning 

day programs"1 as possible solutions to scheduling issues posed by inclement 

weather so the minimum student learning time requirement of 900 hours for 

elementary schools, 990 hours for secondacy schools, and a total of180 days may be 

met. 


While the concept ofalternative structured learning day programs continues to be 

relatively new in Massachusetts, the Dep~ent of Elementary and Secondary 

Education (Department) recognizes that such programs are designed to reduce the 

number of additional school days beyond the i8o required days and minimize 

student learning disrupted by weather related emergencies by providirig alternative 

learning activities for students that may be completed at home. These programs may 

be an alternative option for schools to pW'Sue as long as they can ensure that the 

program meets the standard for structured learning time and that the assignments 

and/or projects are substantial. These programs must also be accessible, include 

appropriate oversight and teacher involvement rather than resembling traditional 

homework assignments, and be approved by·the district school committee or charter 

school boards of trustees. 


To the degree that learning outside of the school setting may rely upon parental 
involvement or access to technology, school committees and charter school boards of 
trustees must also account for the widely vacying circumstances in students' homes 
and guarantee that the alternative structured learning day program is accessible to 
all students. In general, alternative structured learning day programs that include a 
digital learning component must: 

• 	 Consider how to accommodate students without internet or devices at home and 

households with multiple children who share a single device, for example, by 

developing paper materials to be used by those students who do not have internet 

access. However, in any case, the school must ensure that all students will have 

access to educational materials during a stornl.. 


• 	 Be able to serve all students, including students who receive special education 

services. 


• 	 Have teachers available who must participate on the days when the program is 

implemented. 


Additionally, school committees and charter school boards of trustees must allow 
sufficient planning time for administrators, teachers, staff, and other members of the 
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school community, as appropriate; to thoughtfully and transparently design the 
alternative structured learning day program prior to implementation. This includes 
the time needed to design the format and parameters ofgrade-level assignments, 
le$Sons, and/or projects for each participating grade, and if necessary, an online 
platform that will contain all alternative structured learning day related content and 
information. Given that inclement weather is somewhat u:npredictable, leaders need . 
to determine how to approach these challenges so the alternative structured learning 
days resemble the scope and depth oflearning provided in a classroom lesson. 
Further, if your school committee or charter school board of trustees is considering 
developing and piloting such a program the following should be considered: 

• 	 Determine the circumstances for which an alternative structured learning day 
program will be activated, and clearly communicate this to all stakeholders in the 
district. For example, a school committee or charter school board of trustees may 
determine that the program will go into effect after 3 weather-related school closures. 

• 	 Set clear due dates for assignments and/or projects and clearly articulate what 
completion means. · 

• 	 Conduct a survey at the end of the pilot/implementation to allow feedback from 
stakeholders and to evaluate the success of the alternative stnictured learning day 
program. 

Given that alternative structured learning day programs are a reasonable option for 
creatively making up missed school days due to weather-related closures, as well as 
the fact that districts are required to schedule 185 days, as a back up to the required 
180 days, the Department will only consider hardship waivers 603 CMR 21.00 in· 
extraordinary circumstances. Should you have any questions regarding hardship 
waivers, please contact Helene Bettencourt at hbettencourt@doe.mass.edu or 781­
338-3120. 

As schools and districts continue to move forward with the development and 
implementation of alternative structured learning day programs, the Department 
encourages you to share your process and any lessons learned. 

Additional ·student Learning Time Resources 

MassachU$etts Student Learning Time Regulations 603 CMR 27.00 
Under the Massachusetts Student Learning Time regulations, school committees and charter 
school boards of trustees are required to schedule a school year that includes at least 185­
days at each school, and are required to operate each school for at least 180-days per school 
year. In addition, schools must ensure that students are schedli.led to receive a minimum of 
900 hours of structured learning time pet school y;ear for elementary school students and a 
minimum of 990 hours of structured learning time per school year for secondary school 
students. Kindergarten students must receive a minimum of425 hours ofstructured learning 
time per school year. Please access the link above to access the Massachusetts student 
learning time regulations. 

Student Leanting Time Questions and Answers 

mailto:hbettencourt@doe.mass.edu
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This is a handy collection/guide of8IlS'Yers to Frequently Asked Questions about Student 

Learning Time. 


:Massachusetts Student Le~gTime Waiver Process 

In .f.\pril 2013 the Massachusetts Board of Elementary and Secondary Education granted the 

eo:mmissioner of Elementary and_ Secondary Education authority to approve waivers for 

im;iovative programs that are expecting to operate· less than the hour and day requirements 

established in the Massachusetts 8tudent Learning Time Regulation8 (603 CMR 27.00). The 

intent of this waiver process is to enable innovative programs and schedules that will benefit 

students educationally and improve student learning. This waiver process is not intended for 

emergency cases or extraordinary circumstances (e.g., natural disaster) that force the closing 

ofone or more ofthe district's schools. Please visit the student learning time waiver process 

website for additional information, including but not limited to the application and 

timelines. 


Please contact Shay Edmond (sedmond@doe.mass.edu / 781-338-3217) and/or Ruth 
Hersh Crhersh@doe.mass.edu / 781-338-3211) with any questions or concerns. You 
can also send general questions to the redesign@doe.mass.edu email address. 

Note: 

1 The Department adopted the term "alternative structured learning day" in place of "blizzard bags" 
as it reflects the variety of-ways in which students may access assignments while outside of the 
school building. 

Last Updated: January 5, 2018 

mailto:redesign@doe.mass.edu
mailto:Crhersh@doe.mass.edu
mailto:sedmond@doe.mass.edu


ITEM: gb #8-59 

STANDING COMMITTEE: TEACHING, LEARNING AND STUDENT SUPPORTS 

DATE OF MEETING: Tuesday, November 26, 2019 

ITEM: Mr. Comparetto/Mr. O'Connell/Mr. Monfredo (February 7, 2018) 

To consider a review of a publication entitled Teaching Hard History: American 
Slavery from the Southern Poverty Law Center. 

PRIOR ACTION: 

2-15-18 - Referred to the Standing Committee on Teaching, Learning and 
Student Supports. 
Michael Crompton from Greater Worcester Our Resolutions 
(GWOR), Kassandra Quinlan, Ohemaa Pipim and Shirley Acero, 
students at South High Community School provided testimony 
regarding the teaching of Hard History-American Slavery 
Mr. O'Connell made the following motions: 
Request that when the item is discussed at the Standing 
Committee level that it invite community members and the 
individuals that came to the full Committee to attend the meeting. 
Request that when the item is discussed at the Standing 
Committee level that it provide copies or links to the reports from 
the Southern Poverty Law Center entitled: Teaching Hard History­
American Slavery and the new Draft Curriculum of History and 
Social Science from the State Department. 
On a voice vote, the motions were approved. 

3-20-19 - Mr. O'Connell made the following motions: 
Request that the Administration continue to implement the 
initiative by: 
- investigating additional supplemental resources 
- continuing to update the textbooks 
- modifying appropriate teaching strategies and 
- supporting learning academic discourse, close reading and text 

annotation 
Request that the Administration review the material from the 
Southern Poverty Law Center and consider adapting the material 
into the curriculum. 
Request that the Administration provide a report regarding the 
actions it has taken to date and what its plans are for the coming 
years. 
On a voice vote, the motions were approved. 

BACKUP: This item was answered and discussed and the Administration 
recommends that it be filed. 
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PRIOR ACTION (continued) 

3-20-19 - STANDING COMMITTEE ON TEACHING, LEARNING AND STUDENT 
SUPPORTS 
Mr. O'Connell made the following motions: 
Request that the Administration continue to implement the 
initiative by: 
- investigating additional supplemental resources 
- continuing to update the textbooks 
- modifying appropriate teaching strategies and 
- supporting learning academic discourse, close reading and text 

annotation 
Request that the Administration review the material from the 
Southern Poverty Law Center and consider adapting the material 
into the curriculum. 
Request that the Administration provide a report regarding the 
actions it has taken to date and what its plans are for the coming 
years. 
On a voice vote, the motions were approved. 

4-4-19 - THE SCHOOL COMMITTEE MEETING - The School Committee 
approved the action of the Standing Committee as stated. 



ITEM: gb #8-94 

STANDING COMMITTEE: TEACHING, LEARNING AND STUDENT SUPPORTS 

DATE OF MEETING: Tuesday, November 26, 2019 

ITEM: Mr. Monfredo/Miss McCullough/Mr. O'Connell 
(March 2, 2018) 

Request that the Administration consider expanding the Worcester: Future 
Teachers Program in conjunction with Worcester State University in an effort 
to recruit the best and brightest students. 

PRIOR ACTION: 

3-15-18 - Referred to the Standing Committee on Teaching, Learning and 
Student Supports. 
Mr. Monfredo suggested that the Administration forward a 
Future Teachers Plan to the Standing Committee on Teaching, 
Learning and Student Supports by the end of the year. 

5-14-18 - Mr. Monfredo made the following motion: 
Request that the Administration meet with students from the local 
colleges and universities, in their junior year to interest them in 
a teaching career in the Worcester Public Schools. 
Request that teachers interact with the students in the Worcester: 
Future Teachers Program to describe the teaching profession and 
to interest students to pursue this career. 
On a voice vote, the motion was approved. 

(Continued on page 2.) 

BACKUP: 	 The Administration is actively involved in recruiting students for the 
Worcester Future Teachers Program and has provided and discussed 
extensive backup on this topic. 
As a result, it recommends that item gb #8-94 and motion gb #9-195.6 
be filed and Item gb # 9-315 will remain the active item. 
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PRIOR ACTION (continued) 

5-14-18 ­
(continued) 

3-20-19 ­

Miss McCullough made the following motion: 
Request that the Administration conduct a Career Fair to recruit 
students to become teachers and publicize it to area college 
students. 
On a voice vote, the motion was approved. 
Mr. O'Connell made the following motion: 
Request that the Administration contact a representative from the 
College of the Holy Cross to have their practitioners visit schools 
to encourage students to consider teaching as a career. 
On a voice voted, the motion was approved. 
Hold for the Summer of 2018. 
M·r. Monfredo made the following motions: 
Request that the Administration provide recommendations to 
expand the Worcester: Future Teachers Program in order to make 
it available to more students. 
Request that the Administration publicize the opportunities 
available for teaching in the Worcester Public Schools for students 
in the colleges and universities that are in the area of Worcester 
and others as appropriate. 
Request that the Administration provide expanded opportunities 
for students in high schools and colleges regarding pursuit of 
teaching in the Worcester Public Schools. 
Request that the Administration consider reaching out to students 
that are attending colleges that have many education majors and 
try to recruit them, especially those of color to teach in the 
Worcester Public Schools. 
Request that the Administration provide an action plan regarding 
what is currently being done and what will be done to continue 
the efforts of recruiting future teachers for the Worcester Public 

Schools. 

On a voice vote, the motions were approved. 

It was moved and voice voted to hold the item for a report in June 

2019. 




ITEM: gb #8-97 

STANDING COMMITTEE: TEACHING, LEARNING AND STUDENT SUPPORTS 

DATE OF MEElING: Tuesday, November 26, 2019 

ITEM: 	Mr. Comparetto/Miss McCullough/Mr. Monfredo/Mr. O'Connell 
(March 7, 2018) 

Request that the Administration provide a report on school libraries. 

PRIOR ACTION: 

3-15-18 - Referred to the Standing Committee on Teaching, Learning and 
Student Supports. 
Mr. Comparetto made the following motion: 
Request that the Administration provide a report on the 
numbers of libraries in the Worcester Public Schools and 
indicate: 

- how many have librarians 
- who is using them and 
- what is the impact on the community. 

On a voice vote, the motion was approved. 

BACKUP: 

Annex A 	 (3 pages) contains a copy of the Administration's response to the 
motion. 

Based on the backup provided, the Administration recommends that this item 
be filed. 
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School Comm.ittee Item gb#8•97 

Request thiltth'e Administration•J)rov;de'ii rep.ortonthe .numbers·of librariesJrithe Worcester 
Public Schcolsand truficate: How·many librarians? Who is oslng them? What.ls the ·impact on 

the community? 


Number ofWorcester Public School sites with adesignated library space: 39 (see Chart 1) 


Number ohibtaoans~ ti 


W,ho Is using them? ($ee Chact ~for a tistqfschooJs and ~tdl/halfllme librarystaff) 


Impact on the community: 26 sites report h~vingparent/comrnunity voltu1teers, 4 ofth~se sites 

are One City O'n.E! Obrarv and ·op~nt~the pubf!e. 


Highlightedbuildings house :a One City ·One Litlrary ~ite ()perated by the Worcester ·Publ.ic 

library and opel'l '•to the p1;1blf,, 


CHAf\T 1 

Belmont 
BurncoatHiah 

Cant~rt>u,.Y .Stre~ $cho.ol · 

Ghan~lerElem~ntarv 

CJad< Street 

DohettY 
'Elrn Park 
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aschool 
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No 

.. )'as.· 
· Ye$ , 

lfydu 
:al'!swer:ed 
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previOU$ 
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~re C1a$.ses 
abJeto 
~.~s·the 
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$Pa®- ~!1d 
checkout 
book$? 
Yes 
Ye$ 

No 

Yes 

Yes 

Yes. .No 

Ooyouha.ve 
par~mtlo_ommunitY 
\iolunteel'S Who help 
rvo the llbrary? 
No 
Yes 
Yes 

No 

No 
No 
Yes· 
No 
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FGMS 
Ftaoo Str~et School 
Gates Lan~ 
GeratdCreamer· 

Grafton Street Elementary 
S.chool 
t;eard StreetS¢hoor 
Jacob Hiatt 
lake Vievt School. 
Lincqln Stre.et 
May Street 
Midland sireetschool 
NCC • Secondary 
NCC Young Adu.It 
Nelson Place 
Norrback 
No.rth Hfgh School 

Rice$ciua~ 

SoµthHigh 
.st. Ca$mir:s 

thomdyke 
l)nlon Hill 
tJPC.S 
Vernon Hill 
wawecus 
WEMS 
West Tatnuck 

Worcester Arts M<i9ne?t School 
WTHS 

Yes 
Yes 
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Yes 
Yes 
No 
Yes 

·ve:s 

Yes 
Yes 
Yes 

Yes 
Yes 

Yes 
.No 

Yes 

Yes 
. Y~s . 

Yes 
Yes 

Yes 

Yes 
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Ye.s 
Yes 

Yes 
No 

Yes 
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Yes 

No 
Yes 
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No 
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No 
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·ves· 
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C.HAfU2 

BurocoatHlghSchool 
Burncoat Middle School 

Doherty High School 
ForestGrove Middle School. 

North High scliool. 
Worcester EastMiddl'e School 

·· Futf/Half timeJibrarian 
·FuU time librarian 
!:~II time librarian 
F.u1.1 ti.me libiarian 
FuU time Ub;tarian 

.full. time fibtarian 

I 

su!li~an Ml~dte s:ch!)ol 

st. Casmir 

Chandler.Elementary 

f.uU tim~ librarian 

Halfdrne librarJ.an 
Half time li~rarian 
Half ~rm~ lifm:1ria11 



 

   

   

      

   

    

   
     

     

 

         

       
   

     

        
    

  
   

   

 
     

 
   

 
   

     

    
     

      

    

       
     

ITEM:  gb #8-163 

STANDING COMMITTEE: TEACHING, LEARNING AND STUDENT SUPPORTS 

DATE OF MEETING: Tuesday, November 26, 2019 

ITEM: Mr. Comparetto/Mr. Foley/Miss McCullough/Mr. Monfredo/Mr. O’Connell 

(May 9, 2018) 

Request that the Administration provide a report regarding the process of 

bringing together various private and public groups to develop middle school 
athletic programing as highlighted in the Worcester Magazine’s article entitled 
The Case For Middle School Sports:Can City Hoops Spark a Rebound? 

PRIOR ACTION: 

5-17-18 - (Considered with gb #8-161 and gb #8-162) 

Councilor King, Ms. Gem, Ms. Rodrigues and Ms. Quinn offered 
testimony on the importance of middle school sports. 
Mr. Comparetto stated that school sports help reduce suspension 

rates, dropout rates, juvenile arrests, and can lead to better 
academic achievement if all students have access to school 

sports. 
Mr. O’Connell made the following motion: 
Request that the Administration provide a proposed Budget 

recommendation prior to the Budget deliberation for middle 
school sports for FY20 and for summer school sport opportunities 

for 2018. 
On a voice vote, the motion was approved and referred to the 

Administration. 
Mr. Foley added that the Administration provide the estimated 
cost for a tiered summer school sports program and seek 

Community Partners to sponsor such a program. 
It was moved and voice voted to refer the item to the Standing 

Committee on Teaching, Learning and Student Supports. 

BACKUP:	 The Administration has 3 items regarding this topic and 

Administration recommends that gb #8-161 and gb #8-162 be 
filed and gb #8-163 remain active. 
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PRIOR ACTION (continued) 

3-20-19 - (Considered with gb #8-161 and gb #8-162.) 
Mr. Monfredo made the following motions: 

Request that the Administration provide a report on options of 
expanding participation of students in middle school sports 

including the encouragement of more students in the middle 
school to do so. 
Request that the Administration consider opportunities for raising 

funds from private sectors, booster clubs and others with an 
interest in sports. 

Request that the Administration survey the interest of students in 
sports including recommendations of sports that should be added 
or modified in terms of inclusion in the schedule of student sports. 

On a voice vote, the motions were approved. 
Miss McCullough made the following motion: 

Request that the Administration provide a report on the FY20 
Budget recommendations for the expansion of school sports. 

On a voice vote the motion was approved. 
It was moved and voice voted to hold the item for a report in May 
2019. 

4-4-19 - THE SCHOOL COMMITTEE MEETING - The School Committee 
approved the action of the Standing Committee as stated. 

6-20-19 - Accepted and filed the following motion: 
Request that the Administration provide a report on the FY20 
Budget recommendations for the expansion of school sports. 

. (See gb #9-222.) 



ITEM: gb #8-164 

STANDING COMMITIEE: TEACHING, LEARNING AND STUDENT SUPPORTS 

DATE OF MEETING: Tuesday, November 26, 2019 

ITEM: 	Miss Biancheria/Miss McCullough/Mr. Monfredo/Mr. O'Connell 
(May 9, 2018) 

Request that the Administration provide a report on the JROTC programs and 
include ways to actively promote interest at the middle school level for high 
school participation in this program. 

PRIOR ACTION: 

5-17-18 - Referred to the Standing Committee on Teaching, Learning and 
Student Supports. 

3-20-19 - Mr. O'Connell made the following motions: 
Request that the Administration discuss with the directors of the 
JROTC Programs ways in which the School Committee can assist 
budgetarily to publicize and make them available to other 
students. 
Request that the Administration provide a report as to whether 
schools should be adding additional JROTC Programs in schools 
that do not have one. 
On a voice vote, the motions were approved. 
It was moved and voice voted to hold the item for a report in June 
2019. 

BACKUP: 	 Annex A (3 pages) contains a copy of the Administration's 
response to the motion. 

Based on the backup provided, the Administration recommends that this item 
be filed. 
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Burncoat High School 

A report on the Burncoat HS Air Force JROTC program and ways we actively 
promote interest at the middle-school level for high-school participation in the 
program. We annually send out letters to all eighth graders of our feeder 
middle schools (attached). The letter explains the aspects and benefits of the 
program. It discusses our mission and lists some of the events the cadets do. 
We also have a presence during the eighth Grade Orientation where we 
showcase some of our ceremonial teams. We always try to do the flag 
retirement on Flag Day and invite the eighth graders from Burncoat Middle 
School. We select two or three middle-school students to participate in the 
ceremony. We use the occasion not only for its patriotic symbolism but again 
showcasing our demonstration teams, reinforcing how integral they are to the 
program. We pair up with the guidance counselors when they go to the middle 
schools to schedule for the upcoming year. We take our Awareness 
Presentation Team to explain their experiences and encourage the upcoming 
ninth graders to join. Probably our most effective method for both recruiting 
and retention is word-of-mouth by our cadets. By putting a personal face on 
the program to friends and siblings, they bring the program alive. 

As an ongoing effort to reach more freshmen once they are in high school, we 
participate in Freshman Orientation. The cadet leadership visited every study 
hall to talk about the program and encourage students to take JROTC and get 
an elective credit versus a space filler. We had a Taco Tuesday recruiting lunch 
where cadets could bring a friend. This got prospect student into the JROTC 
area and let them see the program in a relaxed, social atmosphere. An informal 
means of recruiting is our community-service involvement. Marching in 
parades, replacing flags on veteran's graves, community cleanup for Earth 
Day, and other events gain us visibility that may attract interest. At the very 
least, it reinforces and focuses on our mission "Developing citizens of 
character dedicated to serving their nation and community." We never stop 
looking for opportunities to engage with prospective cadets and their families. 



North High School 

In response to how the North H.S. NJROTC program recruits middle school 
students, we are currently partnered with the Worcester East Middle 
Leadership Academy, which is a program that was started last year by 
Mrs. Julie Collins from Worcester East Middle School. The program has 
some similarities to NJROTC in that it fosters good leadership and 
community service however it is not a DOD sponsored program and 
students do not wear uniforms. It is strictly an after school program that 
meets weekly. 

We work closely with that program by sending our most knowledgeable 
and senior cadets to their weekly meetings to build rapport between our 
students, teach basic drill movements, our Navy Core Values and the 
requirements/expectations of being an NJROTC cadet should they choose 
to join our program at North H.S. 

Some of the students who were a part of the inaugural Leadership 
Academy last year are now cadets here at North and entered our program 
with a greater understanding of its fundamental elements. 

The Leadership Academy students have joined us at several community 
service events to include Wreaths Across America, the USMC POW/MIA 
ceremony at Union Station, and even marched with us at this year's 
Veteran's Day Parade. 

The partnership mentioned above is IN ADDITION TO our continued 
participation in middle school orientations during the school year. Whether 
it's the middle school students visiting our school with parents for a tour 
or when we visit their school for a presentation, we are active and always 
allotted a timeslot on the schedule to brief parents and students and 
provide an overview of our program, Q & A session and video presentation 
of our activities. 

Lastly, we have an active social media presence with an official website 
https://njrotcnorthhigh.wixsite.com/unitwebsite-pao, a public Facebook 
account, and Instagram. On our website, students and parents can see 
current events that our students are involved in and can even download a 
contract to get started on the enrollment process. A great recruiting 
tool! 

I think our partnership with Worcester East Middle School and their 
Leadership Academy has been a success and we look forward to continuing 
our work with them. 
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South High Community School 

We actively work with the administration at our feeder school Sullivan Middle 
School to promote interest in the Air Force Junior ROTC program at South High 
Community School. 

We have the Cadets from the program to attend and provide the formal Color 
Guard for the Worcester Veterans Day Program at Sullivan Middle School every 
year. 

When the school's flag was tattered and torn, the Cadets from the Air Force 
Junior ROTC raised money to purchase a new flag and made a professional 
presentation of the new flag to the school. 

We have used the Sullivan Middle School gym for a Drill Meet of four different 
Air Force Junior ROTC schools during the school day so the middle school 
students could see our Cadets compete in the Drill Meet. At this meet, we 
passed out brochures about Air Force Junior ROTC and answered any questions 
they had in the stands as the meet was going on. (They had a lot of great 
questions) 

We also will be sending Cadets to Sullivan Middle School with the South High 
Community School guidance department as we did last year to make a 
presentation to the incoming freshman that included drill maneuvers and 
cadets in uniform so we may answer questions about the program. 



ITEM: gb #8-200 

STANDING COMMITTEE: TEACHING, LEARNING AND STUDENT SUPPORTS 

DATE OF MEETING: Tuesday, November 26, 2019 

ITEM: 	 Mr. O'Connell/Miss Biancheria/Mr. Comparetto/Mr. Foley/Miss McCullough/Mr. 
Monfredo/Mayor Petty (June 11, 2018) 

To review the new Science Curriculum. 

PRIOR ACTION: 

6-21-18 - Referred to the Standing Committee on Teaching, Learning and 
Student Supports. 

BACKUP: Since the Administration provided a response under gb #9-116, 
the Administration recommends that gb #8-200 be filed. 



ITEM: gb #8-243 

STANDING COMMITTEE: TEACHING, LEARNING AND STUDENT SUPPORTS 

DATE OF MEETING: Tuesday, November 26, 2019 

ITEM: Mr. O'Connell/Miss Biancheria/ Miss McCullough/Mr. Monfredo 
(August 7, 2018) 

To consider use in the Worcester Public Schools, as appropriate, of the Fidelity 
Financial Services' "Boundless" program, which is designed to partner with 
youth organizations to educate girls and young women about careers in 
financial services. 

PRIOR ACTION: 

8-23-18 - Referred to the Standing Committee on Teaching, Learning and 
Student Supports. 

BACKUP: 	 Since the Administration provided responses for items gb #8-243 
and gb #9-238, it recommends that gb #9-127 be filed. Item gb 
#9-238 will remain the current item. 



ITEM: gb #9-127 

STANDING COMMITTEE: TEACHING, LEARNING AND STUDENT SUPPORTS 

DATE OF MEETING: Tuesday, November 26, 2019 

ITEM: 	 Miss McCullough/Miss Biancheria/Mr. Monfredo/Mr. O'Connell (March 25, 
2019) 

Request that the Administration explore the feasibility of implementing 
"Adulting Days" for high school students in conjunction with community 
volunteers. 

PRIOR ACTION: 

4-4-19 - SCHOOL COMMITTEE MEETING 
Referred to the Standing Committee on Teaching, Learning and 
Student Supports. 

BACKUP: 	 Since the Administration provided responses for items gb #8-243 
and gb #9-238, it recommends that gb #9-127 be filed. Item 
gb #9-238 will remain the current item. 



ITEM: gb #8-248 

STANDING COMMITTEE: TEACHING, LEARNING AND STUDENT SUPPORTS 

DATE OF MEETING: Tuesday, November 26, 2019 

ITEM: Mr. Comparetto/Mr. Monfredo/Mr. O'Connell (August 14, 2018) 

Request that the Administration provide a report regarding Site Council 
meeting times and dates and consider holding these meetings at convenient 
times for parents and community members. 

PRIOR ACTION: 

8-23-18 - Mr. O'Connell made the following motions: 
Request that the Administration provide a report regarding the 
meeting dates and times for all Site Council meetings that took 
place in the Fall of 2018 and also indicate whether or not they 
took place at a convenient time within the first forty days of 
school. 
Request that the Administration verify that it is complying with 
current policies. 
On a voice vote, the motions were approved. 
Referred to the Standing Committee on Teaching, Learning and 
Student Supports. 

BACKUP: Since the Administration provided a response under gb #9-284, 
the Administration recommends that gb #8-248 be filed. 



ITEM: gb #8-298 

STANDING COMMITTEE: TEACHING, LEARNING AND STUDENT SUPPORTS 

DATE OF MEETING: Tuesday, November 26, 2019 

ITEM: 	 Mr. Monfredo/Miss Biancheria/ Mr. Comparetto/Mr. O'Connell 
(September 26, 2018) · 

Request that the Administration provide a report on the teaching of cursive 
writing in the schools. 

PRIOR ACTION: 

10-18-18 - Mr. Monfredo made the following motion: 
Request that the Administration provide a report in November 
2018 regarding the feasibility of developing a policy on the 
teaching of cursive writing. 
On a voice vote, the motion was approved. 
Mr. O'Connell made the following motion: 
Request that the backup for items filed previously regarding 
cursive writing and a copy of the article that Mr. Monfredo wrote 
be provided as backup for the item at the Standing Committee on 
Teaching, Learning and Student Supports. 
On a voice vote the motion was approved. 
Referred to the Standing Committee on Teaching, Learning and 
Student Supports. 

BACKUP: 	 The Administration provided a response under gb 9-227.2. and 
that item will remain the current item. It recommends that item 
gb #8-298 be filed. 



ITEM: gb #8-348 

STANDING COMMITTEE: TEACHING, LEARNING AND STUDENT SUPPORTS 

DATE OF MEETING: Tuesday, November 26, 2019 

ITEM: 	 Mr. Monfredo/Miss Biancheria/ Mr. O'Connell Mr. Comparetto/ 
Miss McCullough/Mr. Foley 
(November 15, 2018) 

Request that the Administration provide information on whether all schools 
send out monthly newsletters and indicate whether they can be placed online 
as suggested by the CPPAC. 

PRIOR ACTION: 

12-6-18 - Mr. O'Connell made the following motion: 
Request that the Administration consider putting copies of school 
newspapers online. 
On a voice vote, the motion was approved. 
Miss McCullough made the following motion: 
Request that the Administration consider putting ConnectEd 
messages regarding cancellations due to weather conditions 
online directly on individual schools' home pages. 
On a voice vote, the motion was approved. 
Miss McCullough requested that her name be added to the item. 
Mayor Petty requested that Mr. Comparetto and Mr. Foley be 
added to the item. 
Referred to the Standing Committee on Teaching, Learning and 
Student Supports. 

BACKUP: Since the Administration provided a response under gb #8-349.1, 
the Administration recommends that gb #8-348 be filed. 



ITEM: gb #9-20.1 

STANDING COMMITIEE: TEACHING, LEARNING AND STUDENT SUPPORTS 

DATE OF MEETING: Tuesday, November 26, 2019 

ITEM: Administration/ Miss McCullough/Miss Biancheria/Mr. Foley/ 
Mr. Monfredo/Mr. O'Connell (January 8, 2019) 

Response of the Administration to the request to provide a report on the 
Advanced Placement course offerings and include student/parent feedback, 
guidelines and costs for the exams. 

PRIOR ACTION: 


1-17-19 - Referred to the Administration. 
3-7-19 - Held for the School Committee meeting on Thursday, March 21, 

2019. 
3-21-19 - Mr. O'Connell made the following motion: 

Request that the Administration provide a copy of the Advanced 
Placement scores. 
On a voice vote, the motion was approved. 
Miss Biancheria made the following motion: 
Request that the Administration provide a report that includes 
student and parent feedback on the Advanced Placement Scores. 
On a voice vote, the motion was approved. 
Referred to the item to the Standing Committee on Teaching, 
Learning and Student Supports. 

BACKUP: 	 The original item was answered and motions were made. The 
current item is now gb #9-291. The Administration recommends 
that gb #9-20.1 be filed. 



ITEM: gb #9-53 

STANDING COMMITTEE: TEACHING, LEARNING AND STUDENT SUPPORTS 

DATE OF MEETING: Tuesday, November 26, 2019 

ITEM: Mr. O'Connell/Miss Biancheria/Mr. Foley/Miss McCullough/Mr. Monfredo 
(February 7, 2019) 

To review, and, as appropriate, to comment upon, standards and evidence 
proposed by the Massachusetts Department of Elementary and Secondary 
Education related to health education and sex education. 

PRIOR ACTION: 

2-28-19 - Referred to the Standing Committee on Teaching, Learning and 
Student Supports. 

BACKUP: 	 The Administration has 4 outstanding items regarding this topic 
and recommends filing three of them, namely gb # 8-43, gb #8­
369 and gb #9-53. Item gb #9-288 will remain the current item. 



ITEM: gb #9-61 

STANDING COMMITIEE: TEACHING, LEARNING AND STUDENT SUPPORTS 

DATE OF MEETING: Tuesday, November 26, 2019 

ITEM: Mr. Comparetto/Mr. Foley/Miss McCullough (February 13, 2019) 

Request that the Administration provide a progress report from the committee 
tasked with coming up with a plan to reduce school suspensions. 

PRIOR ACTION: 

2-28-19 - Dr. Margot Barnet, Ruth Rodrigues and Roger Nugent, EAW 
President, spoke to the item regarding suspensions. 
Mayor Petty requested that the Administration provide a Report 
of the Superintendent indicating what is being done to lower 
suspension rates. 
Mr. O'Connell made the following motion: 
Request that the Superintendent provide a report, during budget 
time, with recommendations regarding an appropriate package 
for a comprehensive Staff Development initiative for principals 
and teachers with how they can maintain an orderly environment 
within their school that is conducive to learning and therefore, 
maximizing the prospect of students not being suspended but 
being part of the solution. 
Miss Biancheria made the following motions: 
Request that the Administration notify Mr. Nugent, President of 
the EAW, when the item will be discussed at the Standing 
Committee on Teaching Learning and Student Supports. 
Request that the Administration provide a report to include 

- the data on suspension rates 
- the facilities that house the suspended students 
- the programs that are offered to the students and 
- the process utilized for suspending students 

On a voice vote, the motions were approved. 

Referred to the Standing Committee on Teaching, Learning and 

Student Supports. 


BACKUP: 	 The Administration has 2 outstanding items regarding this topic 
in the Standing Committee on School and Student Performance. 
Therefore, it recommends that gb #9-61 be filed. 



ITEM: gb #9-239 

STANDING COMMITTEE: TEACHING, 'LEARNING AND STUDENT SUPPORTS 

DATE OF MEETING: Tuesday, November 26, 2019 

ITEM: 	Mr. O'Connell/Miss Biancheria/Miss McCullough/Mr. Monfredo 
(July 10, 2019) 

Request that the Administration review "Creating the Will: A Community 
Roadmap to Achieving Educational Excellence for Latino Students in 
Worcester," and to consider both progress made, and topics which require 
further attention, since issuance of the report in July 2011. 

PRIOR ACTION: 

7-18-19 - Referred to the Standing Committee on Teaching, Learning and 
Student Supports. 

BACKUP: Since the report is dated July 2011, the Administration 
recommends that gb #9-239 be filed. 



ITEM: gb #9-292 

STANDING COMMITTEE: TEACHING, LEARNING AND STUDENT SUPPORTS 

DATE OF MEETING: Tuesday, November 26, 2019 

ITEM: 	Miss Biancheria/Miss McCullough/Mr. Monfredo/Mr. O'Connell 
(August 28, 2019) 

Request that the Administration provide a report on the way in which the 
Worcester Public Schools is highlighting its successes in the STEM/STEAM 
Programs during the week of Oct. 21-25, 2019. 

PRIOR ACTION: 

9-5-19 - Referred to the Standing Committee on Teaching, Learning and 
Student Supports. 

BACKUP: 	 The Superintendent responded to this item at the School 
Committee meeting. Therefore, the Administration recommends 
that the item be filed. 



ITEM: gb #9-333 

STANDING COMMITTEE: TEACHING, LEARNING AND STUDENT SUPPORTS 

DATE OF MEETING: Tuesday, November 26, 2019 

ITEM: Mr. Comparetto/Mr. Monfredo (October 9, 2019) 

Request that the Administration provide a report on the wraparound services 
in the Worcester Public Schools. 

PRIOR ACTION 

10-17-19 - Referred to the Standing Committee on Teaching, Learning and 
Student Supports. 

BACKUP: Since gb #9-337 is the current item, it recommends that items gb #9-142 
and gb #9-333 be filed. 



ITEM: motion 
gb #8-123.2 

STANDING COMMITTEE: TEACHING, LEARNING AND STUDENT SUPPORTS 

DATE OF MEETING: Tuesday, November 26, 2019 

ITEM: Mr. O'Connell (June 21, 2018) 

Request that pages 237-265 from the Budget Book regarding the Various 
Grant Programs be referred to the Standing Committee on Teaching, Learning 
and Student Supports for further discussion. 

PRIOR ACTION: 

4-26-18 - Set the dates of Thursday, June 7, 2018 and Thursday, June 21, 
2018 at 4:00 p.m. 

6-7-18 - 500101-96000 Retirement 
It was moved and voice voted to approve Account 500101-96000 
in the amount of $17,615,995. 
540103-92000 Transoortation 
Miss Biancheria made the following motion: 
Request that the Administration provide a report to include: 

- A cost analysis for the school department to own its busses 
versus leasing services 

- recent bids 
On a voice vote, the motions were approved. 

(Continued on page 2.) 

BACKUP: Due to the outdated FY19 Budget information, the Administration 
recommends that motion gb #8-123.2 be filed. 



ITEM: motion 
ros #-9-9.1 

STANDING COMMITIEE: TEACHING, LEARNING AND STUDENT SUPPORTS 

DATE OF MEETING: Tuesday, November 26, 2019 

Administration/Administration (July 2, 2019) 

Response of the Administration to the request to provide a detailed report on the 

number of homeless students currently enrolled in the Worcester Public Schools and 

include the number of students who are doubled up, in foster care or living in shelters. 


ADMINISTRATIVE HIGHLIGHTS 

- Mary Meade-Montague, Manager of Instruction and School Leadership - Early 
College Program 


- Kay Seale, Manager of Special Education- Dyslexia 

- Liz Tiley, - Director, Night Life - Topic - Night Life 


PRIOR ACTION: 

6-6-19 - Dr. Mary Meade-Montague, Manager of Instruction and School 
Leadership, presented the highlights of the first year of the Early 
College Program. 

-260 students took Dual Enrollment classes. 
-78 seniors, 151 juniors, 27 sophomores and 4 freshman 
-19% were students with disabilities 
-42% were English Language Learners 

Sixteen of the Early College Program students were invited to spend a 
day at the State House with state legislators. 
Kay Seale, Manager of Special Education, spoke about her department 
and how the 5542 Special Education students account for 20% of the 
student population in the Worcester Public Schools. Seventy-nine 
percent of those students are in general education classrooms. Some 
of the highlights were: 

-DESE informed the department that it was meeting 
requirements. 

-The department is providing services for autism without 
contracting the students out of state. 

-The department hired a Clinical Care Coordinator. 
-The system partnered with Massachusetts General Hospital for 
training kindergarten teachers on early dyslexia intervention. 

-The 7th Annual Student Services Celebration was held at 
Worcester Technical High School. 

(Continued on page 2) 

BACKUP: 	 The response to the motion was provided under ros #7-18.1. 
Therefore, motion ros #9-9.1 should be filed. 
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PRIOR ACTION (continued) 

6-6-19 	 Liz Tiley, Director of Night Life, spoke to the goals of creating a 

balance of courses for career development, workforce training and 

recreational classes. She highlighted the following: 


-There were 900 online classes offered this past Spring. 
-There were 40 hands on courses. 

The Night Life booklet will be finalized in July and distributed to the 
public in late August for classes in the Fall of 2019. 
Mayor Petty made the following motion: 
Request that the Administration provide a detailed report on the 
number of homeless students currently enrolled in the Worcester 
Public Schools and include the number of students who are doubled 
up, in foster care or living in shelters. 
On a voice vote, the motion was approved. 
Filed. 

7-18-19 	 Mr. O'Connell made the following motion: 
Request that the Administration refer to the Standing Committee on 
Teaching, Learning and Student Supports, the response from the 
Highlights regarding a detailed report on the number of homeless 
students and provide the updated numbers to the state in order to get 
credit for those students. 
On a voice vote, the motion was approved. 



NEW AGENDA ITEMS TO BE DISCUSSED 


gb #6-139 - Mr. Comps;ir~tto[Mr. FQl~~lMlss McCullough[Mr. 
MonfredQ[Mr. O'CQnnell (April 18. 2018) 

Request that the Administration provide a report regarding all 
Early Childhood Programs in the Worcester Public Schools. 

gb #8-258 - Mr. Monfredo[Miss BiancherialMr. Comps;ir~ttol 
Miss McCulloughlMr. O'Connell (August 28. 2016) 

Request that the Administration provide an update on the "Hands 
on CPR" program in the secondary schools and consider 
Incorporating this program into a community service project that 
will highlight Worcester as a "Heart Safe City." 

gb #8-327 - Mr. Comparetto[Mis~ Biancherlal 
Mr. Monfredo[Mr. O'ConnellCNovember 28. 2018) 

Request that the Administration consider replicating the Positive 
Directions Program at each of the middle and high schools. 

gb #9-104 - Mr. CQmparetto (March 13. 2019) 

Request that the Administration consider incorporating into high 
school curricula African-American African, Puerto Rican and Latino 
studies. 

gb #9-105 - Mr. Comoaretto (March 13. 2019) 

Request that the Administration consider incorporating into high 
school curricula LGBTQI history. 

gb #9-106 - Mr. Comparetto[Mr. O'Connell (March 13. 2019) 

Request that the Administration examine the first few years of the 
elementary school curriculum and make certain that there Is a 
balance of history, science, arts, etc. 

gb #9-107 - Mr. Comparetto[Mr. O'Connell (March 13. 2019) 

Request that the Administration examine "Ethics of American 
Youth" and consider ways to add more ethics training Into the 
curriculum of the Worcester Public Schools. 

gb #9-108 - Mr. Comparetto[Mr. O'Connell (March 13. 2019) 

Request that the Administration examine the report by the 
Houston Education Research Consortium entitled Investigating 
Causal Effects of Arts Edu~atiQn Experi~nces: Exp~rimental 
Evidence from Houston's Arts Access Initiative and consider 
implementing a similar initiative in the Worcester Public Schools. 



gb #9-133 - Mr. Comparetto (March 27. 2019) 

Request that the Administration consider partnering with I-Mentor 
and/or Classroom Champions to create mentorship opportunities 
for Worcester public school students. 

gb #9-135 - Mr. Comparetto (March 27. 2019) 

Request that the Administration create a grow your own teacher 
program. 

gb #9-136.1 - Administration/ Mr. Comparetto (May 21. 2019) 

Response of the Administration to the request to provide a report 
regarding the status of the One City, One Library Initiative. 

gb #9-138 - Mr. Comparetto (March 27. 2019) 

Request that the Administration consider developing an internship 
management system to help connect students with specific 
opportunities and mentors based on their passions. 

gb #9-142 - Miss Bian!;;heriaLMr. MonfredoL 
Mr. O'Connell (March 27. 2019) 

Request that the Administration provide a report on "Stand for the 
Silent' which is part of the Bullying Prevention Program. 

gb #9-149 - Mr. O'CQnnellLMiss BiancheriaL 

Mr. FQle:x:LMiss McCullQughL 

Mr. MQnfredo (March 28. 2019) 

Request that the Administration consider implementation of a 
"see-something, say-something anonymous app" such as that 
which the Boston Public Schools will pilot later this year, to assist 
students to submit tips about safety incidents to staff and police. 

gb #9-207 -Mr. O'ConnellLMi~~ BiancheriaL 
Miss McCullough[ Mr. Monfredo 
(May 28. 2019) 

Request that the Administration consider development and 
implementation of a Video Production and/or Broadcast 
Journalism curriculum at an appropriate school within the 
Worcester Public Schools. 



ITEM: gb #8-139 

STANDING COMMITTEE: TEACHING, LEARNING AND STUDENT SUPPORTS 

DATE OF MEETING: Tuesday, November 26, 2019 

ITEM: 	 Mr. Comparetto/Mr. Foley/Miss McCullough/Mr. Monfredo/Mr. O'Connell 
(April 18, 2018) 

Request that the Administration provide a report regarding all Early Childhood 
Programs in the Worcester Public Schools. 

PRIOR ACTION: 

4-26-18 - Referred to the Standing Committee on Teaching, Learning and 
Student Supports. 

BACKUP: 


Annex A (9 pages) contains a copy of the response to the item. 
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Response 

fioJ~ctcd 2018 ..2019 Worc<.>ster J>ubjic Sdlools Prescho.ol programs: 


• 	 32 total Preschool cJassr-ooms in 18 sites ·· 
o 	 2 FuU day incJusion programs will be availahle atChandlerMagnet artdS.outh High 

Scl:iooL F9Il day programs are Inch:is1ve cla.sstooms..(comprised <?ftYpicaIJy develo.pjng 
and Special Education students who are frttheir $~ond fall y~ar of' pt¢scho9l and .fU'e 4 
years of age by P.e~mber.$1 ). Sessions have a 2d5 teachedo studentr~tfo .~nd 8 typical 
to. 7 special ~d,ucatit)n Students, 

0 	 25 }4·day Inclusive .programs (ire.avail:ab'le nonsisti.ng ofan f\M and a PM sessions~ 
Sessi,Qns nave·it2: I$ t!!aeher fo stqde.nt ratio. S~mlents. range ftQm 3 .to 5 ye.i:µ:s of ~e· ant:l 
.arec<Jmpdsed of8 ~ypicaHy d:eveloping.~hiid~n an~7 . sp~ia1 ed~tlO.+i -~tudeIJt8. 

0 	 5 specialized prqgraffi'S for students Wf.tll dISabflities includ:iqg programs.for ~Itudents wfth 
autism, meoic~ly fragile students and Students who :are deaf or hard of hearing and 
students with signiticantdevelopnwntal de}}Iys·, thes.efopeciaiized progrunts are lhnited:to 
9 students with disabilities and have a higher staffio studer1t tatiO ofl:4,S teacher to 
students. 

• 	 Attache.d is tl1e site map ofproposed preschool location:s .for the 201R-2019 school year. 

o 	 It is the responsibility o1 the Worcester Public Schot).ts to identify arty ehlld who is a 
tesidei1t ofWorcester. who may have a disability, regar(fless of the severi•Y" cifth¢ 
disabiJi~y~ It is aiso the tesponsibilit·f of the \Vorcestet Public Schools to evaluate those 
StuclenfS:·tb.detertnih~ ·if they'ate·efjgibfe ·fot spedaJ·education Or ·refatea Services. UildeF 
IDEA (JndividuaJ~ with I)isahiltti~s Ed&eµ:ti:on Act) ot 306.CMR 28: (Massacbuse"tt~ 
SpedaJ Education R~gufationa). The Worcester Pu~lic Schp.o!s is. Gomrrlitted to 
identify.fog children before. thefr thil'd birthday in order fo ptovide early interV'.ention 

services fopthree and four year olds. to-sup.pert this initiative,, the departIIi~t Ofspecfrd 
education hosts a cbrnihun1ty wide sere.erting each ·year fo.the spring. In additfoli~ we 
screen students on·demand and work with local early interventions, day.care and. 
preschool providers and pe.diatrioians tp ~al4ate s~udents w1ih .susp~ted 4is~bilities 
through our Arena Process. Th~ A:rena Evaluatipn .Center is located at Nelson Place 
School~ .Each year we ·evaluate over 400 cbi'ldten with suspected di;Sab:ili~es. . 

o 	 Beth Vietzel the Coordinated Family and Comrttu.riify EI1t$agement (CFCE)-Cootdinator 
wades in · p~n~rship. with the Wcrcester Public. ·S.clioo.t~ Pt¢Schoo1 $_p~ci~d Edµc~tk>n 
Arena Evaluatio11 Teams t-0 provide p:hly groups at Nelsoij Pla~ School. These 
'playgroups.·allow Arena Team·member~ to obServe.and evaluate.students fo an authentic 
preschpoJ environment ~n'd am.O.n8 their peets. 

http:Schot).ts
http:stqde.nt
http:nonsisti.ng
http:Prescho.ol
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£valuation. Pro.cess.: 

The purpose.of conducting an evaluation is to deter.mine· eligibility for special education. U1e.fe are four 

criteria a c.hHd mu&t meet to qualify for .an Individual EducatiQ1i .Plan (IEP). 


• 	 The child must have· a disabUify. See the attached sheet for the list ofdi$abitit} categorl¢s as 
outlined by the Stat~ ofMas$aCh\!<setts. 

• 	 'the CbiJ~ must ;llo:f be malpng '#ffe~iy~ progre$S· in !h.~· ta.Cq,Qlsitfi;tn ofknowledge. artci ~kills 
based on age and development-al .expectations. 

• 	 Th~ l~ck Q.fpr~gr~ss must·~··~ tli~ result of tl,ie chil~:l~s disa:bilily. Thetaejc ofprogr~ i$ 
riot due. to cuiturai factor~. eri.vii'o.nn1ental factors,, limited En~Iisli proncfoncy. or lack of · 
instruction. 

• 	 The ehild must require specially designed instmction ot .a related servke in 0:rder to make· 
~ffectlve progre.s~. The studei1fs unique needs ~not be addressed througli edu.cation in 
general eduqiJtioo classes alone - with or without indiVi4ual accoQimodatiQns. 

1f you believe that aU four ohhe above criteria are inet then the next steps are as follows: 

Step One: The district will send a·Consent to Sv~}µate Fonn for parenVguat:dian. signatur¢. 

Step Two: The ·evaiuation period begins when we have reeeived.:signature on the Consent to Evalt1ate 
Form. Assessnierits will beo completed wltb:in 30 school working days ofthe date. that.we.rec~ive :the 
consent :t'onnifth¢ child is ovel'three a.ndpriqtto tfottW:rd birthday if the child is t.tnd~r three and die 
consen(is received mo~~ JO days before t~<fthird birthday. ffthe c~ild is attend.ing. sohl>¢1, th~ 
evaluations will take place at the school the child is· atteitding. Ifthe· child. is not attei\dfog schoGl, the 
parent/guardian will receive .neclt1:cation 0fthe <late., time arutplooe efthe Evaiuatlort. 

St~p Three: Once ;th~:a$sessment~ $'¢ complet~d, a team .Meeung· Will ~ Jield an.cl ail :te$tfrlg wiIJ he 
revievved and discussed .. The parentlguardian will receive noiU'ication ofthe (fate, time~ aml pla~ of the 
Evaluation Team Meeting onc.e it has .been scheduled. The emire process wiiI be :completed Within 45 
school days of the receipt of the signedEvaluatfon Consent'Ponn fftbe child isoverthreeand ptiof to 
the third birthday if'the chili;! is under three and the consent was repeived more than 30 days ptio:r to the 
third birthday. · · · 

Step Four: The Team will detennine eligibility, Eligibillty is based on.a comptehen.5iV:e initfal 
evafoation. A diagnosis ft-on1 a dQctor onri.en~rd he~th ptqfessfon~l alone is. n6t e:n°-ugh to qU.alify fot 
special education services. Inf~rniatien from a d9ctor,or m~muil health professio11al is helpful,. hr;>wever; 
and shoutCJ he' p.ro\iided to the school distrlet when :a referral is' made; 

St-0p Five: If: after reviim1ing all a.~sessments and othe.r pertinent information, there is ~detertni~11tlon 

ofeligibility, the Team YiriU develop.an lndividuali.Zed.Educatfori Program (IEP) for the child~ ·an(! 

determine placement fi)r delivery ofs~rvices. Placement \+ill be a:t the student'!'! home school Qrthe 

closest school to the borne school that h{ls openings and can meet the child"s needs. 


http:develop.an
http:purpose.of
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Cg:r-rent 2017- .2618 Worcester Public Scho.ol Kindcrga.r,ten Program.S: 
e 	 89 FuU day :kirtderg~rten .classrooms, in 33 elementary schook Children must be 5, by 


December 3151 to be eligible for kindergarten. 2 of"ihese etassrooms, '1 ·~t Roosevelt, 1at 

Chandler Magnet are t11¢ Dual Language Kihd~garten Program C1as.sroom$. · 


2018· Worcester Child Development Head Start,"Worcester P.u61i.c·Schuols: 
• 	 4si.tes{l) Greendale (2)MiHbury{,3) Mill SwanA{4J Mill Swan·B 
• 	 615 wta.1 enr-0ihnent .. ~enqat~ (T97) Mflleury 063)Mi11 Swan A (155) Mill Swan )l'(l06) 
• 	 400 .fulf day, 2l$ pa;rt<liiY . 

lhadStart's·Reggio .Emilia Inspired :initiative; 

Working to meet the ne:e·ds of.alI chil<,ir~n, families and staff,. Head Start bas begun it$ n:i.Qvement withij) 

the .Reggio Emilia Jnspired ap,Proacb l'Ctt(!ac,hj.ng and Jeatning ofyoungchildren. With an educationa-1 

philosophy focusing on st:udent centered learning: arul dev¢lopi]lg the Jeaming ertvfrorunc;mt as a ''Third 

Teach.er;"a group ofsel:ett Head Start staff will begin to develop the foundation for the Worcester Child 

Development Heqd -Start's Reggio lrtspired program. The pt-0gram. based on.ihe pr1ncipl¢s oftespect, 

respe>rtsib1Uty, lµ'ld community through ex:ploration ancl <li$ove.ry through, a seH'·guidcd curriGul.u,m will 

be at the core ofthis initiative.. 

A team of Head St~ Ed~eator5, Family Support Advocates and Admf11istrators\viiI pattici}jate in the 

North Ainetican Reggio E!nilia Alliance (NA.REA) held June 281h, 29th and 3'0th. This same team will be 

making several visjts to the l~:eggto "A Hutidted Languages" exhibit, whjeh is a vi.sual representation of 
the Reggio philosophy for .edup~tots, children, ;p~enis an4 the cemrn.µnizy. This exhibit Is h9t1$.ed a;t 
Wheelo'1k Col1ege in Boston. During their visits, the team wiU explore the exhibit arid then receive 
professional development focU.Sed on p.edagog1:cal practice as it relates to the Reggio philosoplly. The 
aim ofthis professional d.evelopment Is t-0 demonstra~~ how to use the.se•symbQ!i(j: lan.guaf$~.S (¢.g.• 
painting, sculpting, and dr~ma) i-0 create rkh; rn~anfugfai l~an:llng eiwitonnwnts that 1;1¢ko:owleqge 
children's vast learning potential. 
During the 2018..:2019·school year. Head Start staff will participate in additiorial .professional 
d~velQpment ppportilnitl¢$ that WiH help to enhance the" growth <)f the Reggio philosophy wfrhin the 
prog.ram. In S:ep~~mb¢l\. trainers P:r.JCaren Fialgh and· )~$i.is Oviedo from the highly respcc~ci Ch~.cago 
Commorn; Head Start Program will provide ~day ofttafoing,rela~aj to tiow the Reggio philosophy ean 
come to life in: ari urban setti.ng. Additional ttatning~ will be pto:vided throughautthe 8cbo6'l year in 
collaboration with the Iloston Atea Reggio Emllfa 'Ne:tWO:tk (BAR.EN). The.Se ttafriings will focus on 
such fopiqs as.ere.a.ting high quality do¢@entationJ asking meanin.g~i questio11s tQ enhanc~ Jearl).ii'lg il1 
the-classroom, and the importanQe ofcreating an4 utilizing an a'te:Uer (~ stu4io.) in Reggio settings, 

Earh Childhood Strategic iJeadershfo Instit1tte June 14. 2:tH8~ 

Head $tart 'Center Coordinators and Coaehe.s wiH be paitidpating in this confereµce, pt~sented by Early 

Childhood Associates and WelJesley Centers for Women,, Families and Childrei1. School and program 

ieaders will have the opportunity to i.earri, share and problem·solv~ effectiveleadersb\p. practices. 

Spc.'.l~ers win include protessots from' Boston Univer~ity, Eady Childhood Authors, M~.sacht\setts 

principals and the Presid.ent qf the National A,ssocfotion f<:;r 'the Edµ<;atlQl:l of Yoting ChHdren. 


Wefoome to Kin.deraarten 211d y.ear Initiative: 
- ' ' i;> ... - ' - ' ' ' ' 	 ' ' . 

In ow S.-econd year, Tlile Ill ii.mdihg will be ~used· t6 fund the We!Con1e to .Kindergarten lhltiative in siX 
scbools~ Woodlan~ A~<}.!1eroy1 CliM41e:t Elementary, Chandler M~et; Ciark Sti~i.. QUinsigat}'lond and 

http:setti.ng
http:h9t1$.ed
http:li$ove.ry
http:Teach.er
http:l'Ctt(!ac,hj.ng
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Lincoln Street These school~~-with the highest percentage. ofJ?ngl1sh Language: Lean1ers win Provide 

family literacy servibes~ o\Jtreach and ttaii1ing a¢tiviti.es to English. Language Leaniers and their families 

to improve English language skills and to 8.$sist pa~nts .$.Pd guardfan,5 in helping their r;h.ildr¢n t<> 

impf9ve their a~dei:nic ~,chievement \Vhile ~ecorn:iq;g adiye parlitjpmtts jn ~he education <Jftheit 

children. 

Beth Vietze and the Worcester Family Partnership staff\vill .a;g~in w0rk with Principals tmd teachers to 

develop each s(..mools program and to present bestpractices bf reading ~dih ohiidten and fatnili"'s; 'I1wse 

presentation are meant to he acoflaboratfon £or paren~ al)d WPS t¢ach~rs Md will llelp tp recognize and 

build on m1r ·:rarnilies 'funds ofknowledge'1as they actively construct a bridge from school4o..h6me 

th:wugh support.of parent-child discussion in the home language and readinglogether predictabie 

readers in English. 

Still in the planning S;ti\ge, discuss~qns w1th princiipafa will t~k~ pJ~ee op. May 15~ to µndetstand each 

$chools nee\}. 


Co()rdinated Famih' .1u1d Commurot\' Engagement rCFCEJ&-Wor«sterFamih' Partner5hi)> 

lW.Ffl PJay Sroups: 


Wor<;ester Family PartnerS,hip, fµnded by the Cqordinated Family and Co.nunu.nity Engagement Grant 

from MA Department of Early Education and Care, serves fa'.lliilies birth t-0 age 8. Services are .free to 

famllies. 


W FP offers eight weekly playgroups dtuirtg the sch0-0J year, which ~e op~n to ~h~ public. Fammes 

attend on a drop-in basis to practice social skills such as sharing anf:I takingtums;-take part hia circl(; 

and story tinie; and have a heait:hy snack. In addition. parents develop supporn1etworks. Staffmembers 

mode:i appropriate parent child friteraction. Approximately SOO families attenci each year. Dur1r¥g the 

summer~ an ol:ltdoo:r group at tlle. Worcester rartn:et's Mai:ket at tJn1vet$ity Park i$ a:dQ.ed. a~ well as a 

group fit Mill Swan Head ·srart. Pu.ting groups; fiµl'l;iHes have the oppm:tunity to borrow books from the 

Raising a Reader Red Bag.library,. or fake an Ages and Stages· Screerilng'Questionnaire to answer 

qu¢Stions related to child development In orderto reach fiunilies ofparticular need. groups are also 

conducted regularly at: Islamic Sptiety of(freat:er Worcester (weekly); Afriqan Community Education 

(weekly); Daybreak Don;i,~stic Vio!enee Shelter (twice a mo.nth); Friendly };louse .family shelter· 

(weekly); Yopville Hou.se/Catholic Charities shelter (weekly); Interfaith HospitalityNetWoJ:k(weekly); 

June Street Shelter (weekly); Florence House shelter for teens {twice a month);· Laundytove at Suds Up 

laundromat (1nonth1y). 


WFP sponsor~ a nionth)y F~Uy .Li~eracyNight, held, at Nlill Swan Head Start~ sharlng tips for shared 
reading~ parent child interactfort strategies.. at home aetiviffes, and. providing hooks for each family 
attending. A different book and reading tip is thefocus e-a~h rtiertcii. Al'l average of25 families ~tten<;l 
eachtime. with entire familles oflen in att~d~. Parent Educ<Jtfon is bt1S?d on, the Raising a Reader 
parent education tnodeL 

\VFP serves 35 families tl:tt6ugh. Parent Child Home Progrrun vis.its. Vjsfrs ~~fo when a child is·t:wo 
years old and continue twfoe aweek until the child tutns faµr. This program is targeted !br children whP 
may be .at an edu~adonal risk and: aims to lessen th~ a(j)iev~meot gap ~Y increasing p[1rent ¢hilc1 verbal 
int~ractions to increas~ children); voca~ulary. Participating, families are provided.with books and toys to 
continue to use throughout their child's development, as well as ·refurralS t<l neeaed Social. seritlece 
agencies. A .sep~rate granttbnds the Parent Child Home Program visits to 6 f'amily Child Care Honies, 
serving a total of48 children, again ptqv:iding books and early literacy coaching t9 support vo~_abJ.da.ty 
developinent in young .children, · · 

http:vo~_abJ.da.ty
http:support.of
http:a�tiviti.es
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PresC:hooJ Exnagsiqn Gt@nt: · 	 Page s 

The W0rce$ter Public SchooJs and Edward Street Child Servk~s were rce:ently awardeq a grant fr~m 

Early Education and Care to support Preschool Expansion and Sustainability Plaritiing fo Worcester. 

One area ofthis work focuses .on. expku1ng the Boston Public ScimolS: cur.rfoulwn m0del for Preschool 

and Kindergarten as we plan for a e-0mmon curri¢U1um acro$s W-0tcestefs,· p.~$c.hool ptogr~nts. 


This visit would aU:ow the grant's W<;>rkjng team to s~e the 'Fof..WS K.J {Boston's PreschoolC.urriculum) 

iri action and learn more about its materials) professi:onal development and budget·im,plications; 

including understanding.the costimp.Hcations fet'.f:nitial set up (Ptofessfon;.tl De\ielo.pm<~nt, materia'ls) 

and ongoing maintenance ofthe.Fdcus Kl progranmring. In a::cldltior1, thetea:in \\>ill feant about the 

implementatiOn considerati.ons in working with a v~ety ofprograms in ·a. mi~ed delivery system 

(centers, Head Startand public se.hools)! 


The· Worcester P.ublic Schools administrators on the team are also interested in lea.ming more about 

FQcus on·K.2, BostOn's Kindergatten Cuiriclllum, and its alignment opportunities across settings· as 

chfldren enter Worcester PubU¢::8cnooi ldnde:rgarten classrooms. 

We ~ti.~ipat~ at~ of8~J:O pedpie coi:nih.g from. sev¢ral.organization$, They:ateparroffb.e $tta..tegfo 

planning/sustainability plan11in.g.teat11.. M~bers Wil:Lrepresent udward Street Child $ervie~s, Wo.reester 

Child Development Head Start, Worcester Ptil1lk Schools, .several community.,hased centers, and the 

Quiusigamorid Community College's Child Study/Children's School program. 


Presclioo·I. Kindergarten and Co:nunt.uiitv ·Assessment Pfan: 

In ail effort to align assessment data and student outcome reports, the Worcester Public School, Head 

Start and Communtly Early Childhood Agencies.met to develop an implementation plan for the 

consideration ofthe use ofthe Teaching Strategies GOLD authentic, ongoing, observatiQri,.b:ased 

~se.ssment system., The Preschool anq Rind.e.rsari:en Assessment Plan is b¢mg develo~d currently. 


J·une 6th. d.istrid 1videEa.i{ · C.hildho.od Onen,House:: 

Oh June t.irhi(fl inconiing·2018-2-019. Ptesclmo1 and Kirtdei;garten Students will have the opporturiity. to 

participi;ite in th,e. Wor~stet Public School ann.ual Early C'hil<ilbood Open House. Open to aU iri~otniil$ 

preschool and kitide,rgarten sti!dents an~ their i'am.i,Ji~~·· dus ·~~nt ajlows ¢hHdren an(fainHies to visit 

school and classrooms, gives parents, teachers and administrators the oppoitunltyto meet and develop 

relationships and to ask questfons:, ·d1scuss expectations and share information. The Worcestet Public 

Schools willbe prov1ding-p~ents with the follovi.rihg information at this event: 


• 	 Attendance M~tters Brochure (in 8Janguages) 
• 	 Communication and Record Release Fonn (New this .year):(in·.8 languages) 
• 	 IS:ind~rgarten Kl.;D;S. l{andl:took ff.(j~dergarte» b11JewJopmentq/Srages) (fo8.lap.gttages) 
• 	 Preschool Pt;U:ent Handbook (in S.Languages) 
• 	 Getty Ready for School Tips (in 8 languages) 
• 	 ReactiJ)g tips for Fa:milies (in 8 languages) 
• 	 Save the Date • Countdown to Kindergmten Event Flyer (in 8Janguages) 
• 	 D; W. Counts Down to KinC:Ierg:a;rtenEve.nt Flyer atth~ Worcester I'tib1ic Library 
• 	 Here I Am - Lei1s G¢t Ready fur Kindergwte.n (sifrnme{activ1ty tips for patent$ to ptepate theit 


child for school) 

• 	 Volunteer Opportunity F1yer fot Parents (Coats for Kids) 
• 	 Kindergarten Scr~ning Sign-I11 materials 

In addition. The Worcester Public Sqhools ¢,0U~berates with the. Wor9estet Famity Partnership (WPP) to 
support families with children trarisltioumg into kmdergitri~.• WFF:sppnsors a family even.t a,t the · 
Worcester Librafy the evening of.Early Childhood .Op.en House featuring "OW Counts down to 
Xil1dergarten~· and provides hooks t{ppropriate· to the Kindergarten r.eadihg:list. Also .ofreting "Story 

http:KinC:Ierg:a;rtenEve.nt
http:C.hildho.od
http:Ptofessfon;.tl
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time on the school b,us·• at playgr<>up locations throu,ghout the city to give families a positive school b~e 6 

experience prior to the start ofschool. · 

Countdown.. to Kindergarten.;. 

Monday, August 20,2018,3;30 PM-7:30PM~1he EcoTarium.. A Worcester Public Schools 

Kindergarten Celebration) .free event for new Worcester Public Sehoo'ls Kindergartners and their 

families. The goals oftllls. event are'to c.elebrate Kindergarten as.an itnportan:t ritil~sto11e in a young 

child's life, t9 get childtert and famflies e.xcit¢d ab.out sd1oo1 and Jtarning, and to encourage patents. to 

get involved in their ohiid''s e<lqcatfon byseeing that fo,ll!1)irn~haj>pensin many e1i:vironments,.ill home, 

at school and in the cqmmunity. · · 

New Kiridergartnets wHl; 


• ffave the opportunity to climb aboard a school bus«and meet a crossing'guard 
• Ree~tv~ answers toJa$t,.minute sch9qJ que$fions · 
• Visit the Countdown to Kindergarten c.lassroom 
• lake the lunch tr~y relay 
• Learn about sta;Yfog healthy (vision, dental, nutrition and physical t,ictivity) 
• Receive an 'Trt1g()Ing tp Kindergarteni• t.;.shirt; b~ckpack and book whifo supplies !~st 
• Tour the museum's exhibits and.grounds 

PBS Kindergarten Training: 
Put on hold for timing purposes for SY 2017·2018, in SY 2018-2019:t11e districthas been offered the 
opportunity to have·all ofour Kinderg~rten TeacheJ;S and l.ristnictinna:I Assistants. partiCipate in a 2 day) 
free trainhlg. 011 the J>BS Pyramid Model this is the Center on th~ Social and Emot.ibnal Foun4ation for 
Early I.{ea;ming (CSE)(Et)' mod~J .. !ll!PJ./Je:s.ctel.vIU'.14.erbilt.~du/ 
Presented by :OESRr~p:resen~~iv~, this. tr-4.lning is to e(.iu:ca_te teachers on ·th~ Pyramid Mod,d and i-0 
provide. them with classroom based strategies. The foundation ofthis trairiingis groundediri the I.:ontext 
of positive, supportive relationships between teachers and childr.en, Mw.ellas with frunilies ana,0ther 
professionals. It reflectc; the import~nce Qf designing environm¢nts that su.ppoit children ts :success by 
engaging then'l io meaningftil activities, teaching them apou:t. the exp~tation~ of the ¢nyiromnent, and 
impl.ementing a schedule that is predictable and engaging to each chi.kt.Classroom.preventive practices 
include designing pl1ysieal.environments il1 ways that support the developrneht .and Use ofappropriate 
behavior and social skills, providing developmentally appropriate materials that pro.mote chirdr.~; .S: 
engagement, teaChitig c.hildr~ll ~bo~ rules and. ex,pec:tations, anq Vfilng poshi.ve atiention and 
encoura~ement to s:qpport p:rosocial behavior. In addition. the trainings will provide infonnarion onthe. 
implementation. ofeffective social emotional teaching strategies. These :are the strategies. used. to teach' 
important skili.s,. suC'h as expressing. emotio:ns appropriat.ely; solving problems, and bu'll<l.ing friendships.. . 

http:poshi.ve
http:childr.en
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WPS. Pre..S·chool ·SU:es 
2018·2019 

s.umeo.atQuadrant OOherty Quad!'ant 

School P.111 Hours. 
Numbel'·ot 
ciaJ.srooms BM · ~ S.t<hool AM·Hiwr.s 'PMHC1Uf$ 

Number Of 
Cl"'$$1'tlom$ BM ~· 

Clark St 
N<mback Av 
WAM 

8:25· 11:'llS 
t :;;:; -10:35 
8:25 . n :es 

H:5ti·'2:3o 
H:20·'2:00 
11 :50-2:30 

··2 
3 

32 
u 
1:6 

211· 
..t.4 
14 

Chandler Magnet 
JaeobH!ll~ 
Ne1$on Ptac:, 
Tll1"UCl.I Mitgn~t 
Wast-Tatnutl< 

'8:2i;··2® 
i$Q -1~·15 
9:05-11:45 

··a:25 ­ 11:O's 
!1;05 · 11!<15 

12:~5-• 3:J:it; 

··t2::00 -.3:10 
·n :!il)- 2:311 
tJ:!:ao . tt10· 

1 
2·· 
-2· 

1 

2 

8 
24 
16 

16 
32 

7· 

~ 
32 
14 

28' 

North Quadrant South Qua(S.rarit 

Sch.Qol 

Belmont$t 
CltyYiew 
Roasevelt 
WTHS 

AMJ101,1n 

8:·15 . 10~~5 

8:25. 11:50 
s ·. 15 ·· 1Q;55 
8:15 - 10'.4$ 

PMtJou~ 

11;40-2:20 
·t:Z:40-4'10 
11:40· :t:W 
.10:45 - •1.: 15 

Nuitfl,J>er of 
C/;l»r®ins 

2· 

3• 

-BM ~ 
15· 32 
16 14 

32 46 

16 14 

Sc~ool 

Canterbui:y st 
Gatesln 
<3.!)(id~rq 
Quinalt!.imo.nc:i 
$outl\HSc 
Vl)tJ:l(lnfljlf 

.AMHo:utlS 

.N5·10:25 
e'os . 11.:45 
IH5• 1Q:S5 

8:25-11:05 
8:25­ ·2::'•0· 
7:45 - Hli25 

PMHourS 

1td.0-1:50 
1.2;30. 3:.10 
U:<l-0- 2:2.0 
1H;o.-t:ao 

f1 :10. -1:5-0 

-Nt,tif.!bcetof 
Ctli$$rooms 

2 
4• 

.1 

1 

t 
2 

BM ~ 

32. 28 
40 52 
16 ·1'4 

16 1:4 
·o 7 

~~ 28 



fThe Fo,,;ntas atrd.Pirme11 Clas~roam- wiil be- 1 T1ie fOimt4s-& :Pmnefl Clas_:9room is a _ / 
launched for th¢ 2018;.2019 school ~ar. /I cc>mpre.henslve system oflitet:acy eduqati<;>n l 
F<,Uowing a thorough revi.~w ofcurric.ulum .we , ~hat u.t~lize~ rnul.~ple in.structiona1 c~nie-xts that l'. 

were fortunate eno1;1gh.to have the opportunity l mclude~ Intemcttve Read'-Al.oud~-Snated 
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I to ~roYide the highest qµality curriculum 
; avail.ab!~ tQ our stlµje~1ts .in the Worcester 
1 Pubhc S.chC>ols. 
.The F~unt~s a. ndP;nn6'l~C(as!~ro~'1)1will ~eet 
o~r expandm%.needs and,e~pect~t1ons as 1! 

,ahgns well w1th.our previous eff:ons to build 


I 
I the compr~hens.1ve structures and sy~ten:isof 


balanced literacy acros-s our school d1stt1ct. 

· S.everal .steps have been take11 to provide our 

teachers, principals and focused instructional 

~oa_che~ ac.. cess t·.o ~. i.iung ;:u1d mat~r.i.als this 

sprl!Jg iz: order to oneQ~,S~flo~ls ti;> the 

:.expectations.and materials pnor to the 
i p.;.egmnili.~ of the scifool year. . . . .IThe e.11Vfa;iiin Math 2.aprogram was launched 
' this scho.oI ye~r with suc~ess, Ptofos:s.ionalIdevefopnlep~ was prQ~ided ~t the start ?f ~e, 
1 

school year m order to provide the be_gmnmg ..ove1:"iew and or·ie·n.· ·t sta. ff to .the.new . .. 
curnculum. As the school year enfoldedI 

I additiona.I professional dev~lopment... . 
.Iopportunities were offered and we plan to 
I contint'.le to support schools in year 2 of this 
I.most impQrtant initiative. Exp'<>sing our 
stud~11ts to a high quality, unjfoun ancJ 

1 '	cons~stentJtJath~ati"-'_s c,urric\!l?m.h_~s· been a 
con.stderable ¢:t1hrt_and·all data .·md1.cate thatI 

~ sch<!_~~-liave a!i:'eadvsho~J},itilprovements. 

I 

The WorcesterP:ublic School's Dr. C~therine 
/ Snow Di~c.oltrs~ group inc.et m?nthly by grade
! le:v~l to discuss and plan effeetive . 
! implementation of lessons that expose students
Ito rfohvocabuJary_ in the'pr~K-2 ~lassrooms 
! 1,1mong a subset of _schoqJs -0rgamzed an4 

committed to this w?rk.. ·or. Snow beli~ves . 
that "the classroom 1s the best preparation -for 

! academ~c ~uccess in.later grades, wh~n . 
, st11dents ~tU be expected tQ read texts den~e 

with academic and technical 
r' word~.," (H~L M~;y/J~ne 2~08). Intentionally
1 

t Reading,1 Phonfos/SpellinwW:ord Sn,.tdy~ . . I 

l ·Reading Min!l~ss(.lns, .. Gui<le4 ,tle·aditi$1 Boo!<· j 


Cluqs,, ~nd.: lndepenP,eµt R.~ding. These 1 


·~~proac~es _re~y .up,an -r7sponshiete~~hi~that II 

1~ ?ased m and? mlilti-te.xt a~proaph. T~e •,
1.j ph11Qsophy ofthl.q ~rogram al~ wel} \VIth I 
~l~ ~ . .bl.1c .·.·7hoo~~ E!lf>'1Y ~iteracyW.orceste~:Pu_ . S /

I.1ruuat1ves as rt emphas1zes !ugh qualityIteaching and learning experieno-es and l 
! envir<mn1ents ·customized to meet each [ 
'. stutlen~·' unique n~eds an:d perspectives. { 

·! 
~ 

. . . H- -- -- ---- . _ ___ I 
enVisiOnma\h 2.-0Js a ctimptebensive K.-f$~ 

1 , mathematics ~~ultarrr ilfal em.p1;ia$i,z~s-and
!~1tjli~$. instr:ittfo":al ~e~ods that foe.us upon 
1 mcreasmg htgb .expectatmns through . 
j developing conceptu.ctl ·understaudin?, 
, problem:·basedlearnmg and productive. 
/.a.cad .mi~ . .:_epgtbe' . dents'. .•~ . str~ggl1?..that~tr l1 stu
I ub11lt1~ to th1rik analytically and .Imathematically. In addit1on, the on·1ine 
.,. personalized and.adaptive fe,ature·s ofthe 

eJ1visi9n 2,0 pr:Qgraj1tp:rovi4~ ~ v~,riety -of 
l differentiated leanjngopporlunitles. . 
~ . 

..,...-~-- . .. ... . 
. Dt, Catherine Snow,.from The .Harvard.. 1 

l Gt@u~t¢· -S.cboo11 . i~ ~ profminrl a:nq , influent!~ l 
,. scholar-and r¢seawher; She h<1$ .partt1e:red with I 
· the Wotceste.1· PU:blfo S:choC;lls an:d has been a ,•.Ikeynote speaker atprlhcipal me~tings ov~r the 

. past two yeats. Slie 1s cops1de_red an ! 
i.ntenJ~ijomil experH~ ar~s of Iao:gua~e and. t 
literacy development in children, focus mg on i· 

how oral langi.tage sk~lls are ~&fui~ and how j 
they relate t-0 ltteravy outcqmes. I 

I 

1 plannmg to mcrease d1seourse throughIJ;amirtg sci~nce voc~btilwy words ehs~re that _I 
1• the word$ are meaJ11Agfu1, that they will recur , 
j often enough to be·acquired) and that the 
!children will have authentic rea$ons to use 
/thel11." ~11 a?ditiort, Dr. Snow beli~ves th~t 
Iacad~1c d1scourse "should be gomg on m 
I any lively learning envirdnm¢nt, relevant to a 
I.wide array of topics S~!il~ren ~_.irb_t_b_e_·--~-----~------..... 	 -

1 

!1 

j' 
. 

j 
' 

------______, 
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'.engaged b.y" ~a phifosopl1y ai1da belief that~ · 

I aligns well \.\ii:th the Worcester .Public School's I 

I aims ~lid ~oals for early Hteracy instruction. / 


ITh. e.._-. fo~lowin. g- s__~h~~ls .ar_~ i.. n-.vo. l. ·.V~d in·. t-·-he Dr. ·1­ICathenne Snow 1mtrat1ve: Canterbury (our . 

j lead), Chandler Elementary•. Ric~ Square. 

, Thonidyke Road, Tatnu~k M~gnet1 \Vorcester 

/ Arts-Magnet arid Union HiU. _ · 


I I 
1 I 
' l 

I SRSD (Self Rt'gu1atedSt1:at~gyDe.~ign)- Th~~elf-regulated· stN,itegy dev~lopment (SllSD) 
i Bumcoat Quadrant schools: Bumcoat Prep, is an ii:istt:uctional app,toach designed to h¢1p 
Clark Stree.t, Li..n,coln Street; Wor?~ster _ .. sfod·e_nts . ~s._e;_and ~~pttlle strArt.s.. - _· l~?rn~_ .' ategi~s. 

J Nelson PJace1 Norrback Avenue, 1bomdyke used by.sk11led writers; rt :ts an approach thatIRoad; Wawecus.Road. &lid 0\Vorcester Arts. I adds th'e element Qfse'Jf. tegulat#>nto strategy
l Magnet have \votked together as a gr.-o.up of j in&tt1ic~ioll for WT.iring; It en~p:u- rage&-sWdents 
I ~ehools or,a coin~~ity ofpraeti~e f.qr sev~ral . to ~o~it°.~~: eva:J.~a,~e~ ·an<J'revise ~ei:_ writir.g1 
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I 

' 

I 


Ij 
' 

/ 

1 

j 
, 

years. Then· workmvolves effectively and 
s~1ccess;f'ulty levera.ging improved student 
performance by U$:tng th~ SRSD methods, 

I These schools meet monthly~ grade level . 
i teams. focused instructional coaches and 
f principals in order to review student work,
IcaHbrate, provide feedback and to plan, This 

1 effort also aligns w~ll :vith om early literacy 
1 efforts across the d1stnct and has been 
1 tremendously successful. . 
L- ~ ----~- ---- ---­

1 whtc:litntum re111forces self-regulation skills
l and iri~epend~~tJe~rnifig. . __ 
/ SRSD is eX-plicn, d1rect; and gui4e4 

inst.ruction S-9 that sirategies become 'integrated I 
into the overall learning pro.cess. Instruction I 
begins.as t-eachet•dlrected) but with a goal of / 
~mpoweting students to he self- 4irecred, 1'he · 

Iself-tegul~d(}rt el~me11tpromotes P?si:ti~~ self~ I 
1 tal~, self-1nstm~ttons\ ~d ne~ habits 'wth I 
'I wluch to approach.Ieammg.tasks. I 
. .---- ..--- ·--i 
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ITEM: gb #8-258 

STANDING COMMITTEE: TEACHING, LEARNING AND STUDENT SUPPORTS 

DATE OF MEETING: Tuesday, November 26, 2019 

ITEM: 	 Mr. Monfredo/Miss Biancheria/Mr. Comparetto/Miss McCullough/Mr. O'Connell 
(August 28, 2018) 

Request that the Administration provide an update on the "Hands on CPR" 
program in the secondary schools and consider incorporating this program into 
a community service project that will highlight Worcester as a "Heart Safe 
City." 

PRIOR ACTION: 

9-6-18 	 Mr. Monfredo made the following motion: 
Request that the Administration provide an update in January on 
the "Hands on CPR" program at the secondary level to include 
offering it at Know Your Schools' Night and at sporting events. 
On a voice vote, the motion was approved. 
Referred to the Standing Committee on Teaching, Learning and 
Student Supports. 

BACKUP: 	 All students in grades 7-12 are taught "Hands Only" CPR each 
year during their on campus Physical Education Classes by their 
physical education teachers. This year, students from North and 
Tech taught these skills to over 600 people during stART on the 
Street and Doherty students taught the public at afternoon 
football games at Foley Stadium. Currently, South High 
Community School students, that are enrolled in PE Fitness 
Seminar 1 and 2, are in the process of working on a plan to have 
anyone that comes to their school be able to learn or refresh their 
"Hands Only" skills in the gym during the PE Seminar class time. 



ITEM: gb #8-357 

STANDING COMMITTEE: TEACHING, LEARNING AND STUDENT SUPPORTS 

DATE OF MEETING: Tuesday, November 26, 2019 

ITEM: 	 Mr. Comparetto/Miss Biancheria/Mr. Monfredo/Mr. O'Connell 
(November 28, 2018) 

Request that the Administration consider replicating the Positive Directions 
Program at each of the middle and high schools. 

PRIOR ACTION: 

12-6-18 - Referred to the Standing Committee on Teaching, Learning and 
Student Supports. 

BACKUP: 	 Administration has reviewed the Positive Directions Program 
which incorporates prevention, counseling and support groups. 
The SEL department is currently implementing several programs 
at the middle and high schools through grant funding which 
incorporates these elements. The SEL and grants office will keep 
the program information available for possible future 
opportunities. 



ITEM: gb #9-104 

STANDING COMMITTEE: TEACHING, LEARNING AND STUDENT SUPPORTS 

DATE OF MEETING: Tuesday, November 26, 2019 

ITEM: Mr. Comparetto (March 13, 2019) 

Request that the Administration consider incorporating into high school 
curricula African-American African, Puerto Rican and Latino studies. 

PRIOR ACTION: 

3-21-19 - SCHOOL COMMilTEE MEETING 
Referred to the Standing Committee on Teaching, Learning and 
Student Supports. 

BACKUP: 	 The district will continue to deepen incorporation of African­
American, African, Puerto Rican and Latino studies into the high 
school curriculum with support from the ongoing culturally 
relevant pedagogy professional development. 



ITEM: gb #9-105 

STANDING COMMITTEE: TEACHING, LEARNING AND STUDENT SUPPORTS 

DATE OF MEETING: Tuesday, November 26, 2019 

ITEM: Mr. Comparetto (March 13, 2019) 

Request that the Administration consider incorporating into high school 
curricula LGBTQI history. 

PRIOR ACTION: 

3-21-19 - SCHOOL COMMITTEE MEETING 
Referred to the Standing Committee on Teaching, Learning and 
Student Supports. 

BACKUP: 	 State resources were made available in 2018 to schools and staff 
to support incorporating LGBTQI history into the high school 
curriculum (http://www.doe.mass.edu/sfs/lgbtq/). The topic was 
also incorporated with a stronger emphasis into the 2018 History 
and Social Studies Framework. Principals November 2019 
meeting was at the Worcester Historical Museum to view and 
discuss an exhibit on the LGBTQI history in our community as a 
vehicle to increase awareness and understanding. 

http://www.doe.mass.edu/sfs/lgbtq


ITEM: gb #9-106 

STANDING COMMITTEE: TEACHING, LEARNING AND STUDENT SUPPORTS 

DATE OF MEETING: Tuesday, November 26, 2019 

ITEM: Mr. Comparetto/Mr. O'Connell (March 13, 2019) 

Request that the Administration examine the first few years of the elementary 
school curriculum and make certain that there is a balance of history, science, 
arts, etc. 

PRIOR ACTION: 

3-21-19 - SCHOOL COMMITTEE MEETING 
Referred to the Standing Committee on Teaching, Learning and 
Student Supports. 

BACKUP: 	 Elementary early childhood classrooms are expected to include 
history, science, the arts, etc. The District liaisons continue to 
provide related professional development to support this both at 
the district and school level. Current research highlights the need 
and benefits of these early learning experiences and related 
vocabulary development for later reading comprehension. WPS 
continues to support the implementation. (e.g., ongoing 
partnership with the Kennedy Center for the Arts with Hanover 
Theatre supports arts integration professional development, 
Canterbury St. School has led a network exploring hands on 
science and discourse development, and 5 Schools are involved 
in year three of a DESE Early Literacy grant which is developing 
teacher knowledge and application of early literacy, academic 
discourse, and early writing utilizing science and social studies as 
the vehicle in second semester). 



ITEM: gb #9-107 

STANDING COMMITTEE: TEACHING, LEARNING AND STUDENT SUPPORTS 

DATE OF MEETING: Tuesday, November 26, 2019 

ITEM: Mr. Comparetto/Mr. O'Connell (March 13, 2019) 

Request that the Administration examine "Ethics of American Youth" and 
consider ways to add more ethics training into the curriculum of the Worcester 
Public Schools. 

PRIOR ACTION: 

3-21-19 - Referred to the Standing Committee on Teaching, Learning and 
Student Supports. 

BACKUP: 	 The "Ethics of American Youth" is part of the Character Counts 
initiative. The national survey is referred to as the Report Card on 
the Ethics of American Youth. Measures are self-reported values, 
attitudes and behavior of high school students across the country. 
WPS through the BARR initiative is similarly using a PANORAMA 
survey with 9th graders this year and both training and coaching 
staff to implement Tier 1 of the Collaborative Problem Solving 
approach. Similarly, the traits and characteristics highlighted in 
Character Counts are embedded in the ELA and History/Social 
Studies curriculum for analysis and discussion across the grades. 



ITEM: gb #9-108 

STANDING COMMITTEE: TEACHING, LEARNING AND STUDENT SUPPORTS 

DATE OF MEETING: Tuesday, November 26, 2019 

ITEM: Mr. Comparetto/Mr. O'Connell (March 13, 2019) 

Request that the Administration examine the report by the Houston Education 
Research Consortium entitled Investigating Causal Effects of Arts Education 
Experiences: Experimental Evidence from Houston's Arts Access Initiative and 
consider implementing a similar initiative in the Worcester Public Schools. 

PRIOR ACTION: 

3-21-19 - SCHOOL COMMITTEE MEETING 
Referred to the Standing Committee on Teaching, Learning and 
Student Supports. 

BACKUP: 	 The findings of the report "Investigating Causal Effects of Arts 
Education Experiences: Experimental Evidence from Huston's Arts 
Access Initiative" concur with similar findings at Harvard's Project 
Zero and echo the reasons for WPS to initially establish the 
Burncoat Arts Magnet at the elementary, middle and high school. 
Across the district the arts specialists offer grade level classes and 
also opportunities for chorus, instrumental instruction and visual 
art clubs. Schools continue to bring in visiting arts through the 
Massachusetts Cultural Council's STAR Residency grants and local 
cultural grants. Additionally, the WPS Burn coat Unites afterschool 
instrumental program continues to develop and expand. A grant 
through "Arts Reach" has begun another year of arts programming 
after school at several sites. The Worcester Chamber Music Society 
continues to develop and expand the Neighborhood Strings 
program in our schools. The district continues to work with both 
WEDF and the Worcester Cultural Council to further develop access 
and opportunities for our students in the arts during and after 
school. 



ITEM: gb #9-133 

STANDING COMMITTEE: TEACHING, LEARNING AND STUDENT SUPPORTS 

DATE OF MEETING: Tuesday, November 26, 2019 

ITEM: Mr. Comparetto (March 27, 2019) 

Request that the Administration consider partnering with I-Mentor and/or 
Classroom Champions to create mentorship opportunities for Worcester public 
school students. 

PRIOR ACTION: 


4-4-19 - Held. 
5-2-19 - SCHOOL COMMITIEE MEETING 

Referred to the Standing Committee on Teaching, Learning and 
Student Supports. 

BACKUP: 

At this time partnering with I-Mentor and/or Classroom Champions has not 
been discussed as there are new initiatives in the district that will support 
students in much the same way as these organizations. 

With the work done at the state and district level on creating the MY CAP, 
My Career Academic Plan, and formerly titled Individual Learning Plans, 
students will come to understand the connections and purpose of creating 
an academic plan, engage in student interest activities in Naviance to identify 
possible college and career pathways , and gain an understanding of who 
they are as learners. Although this is not a required activity in 
Massachusetts, the district has embraced the importance of preparing our 
students to look ahead and make plans earlier in their academic career. In 
an effort to share the responsibility of guiding students towards post­
secondary success, the practice of goal setting and attendance review has 
been a priority across the high schools. Every five weeks, counselors partner 
with teachers to meet with students in the classroom to review attendance, 
GPA, and set goals. This practice has been beneficial in focusing student 
attention in an ongoing manner, rather than something to think of only when 
meeting with a guidance counselor. 



ITEM: gb #9-135 

STANDING COMMITTEE: TEACHING, LEARNING AND.STUDENT SUPPORTS 


DATE OF MEETING: Tuesday, November 26, 2019 


ITEM: Mr. Comparetto (March 27, 2019) 


Request that the Administration create a grow your own teacher program. 


PRIOR ACTION: 


4-4-19 - Held. 

5-2-19 - SCHOOL COMMITTEE MEETING 

Referred to the Standing Committee on Teaching, Learning and 
Student Supports. 

BACKUP: Annex A ( 3 pages) contains the Administration's response to the 
item. 
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Paraprofessional Pathways (P3) pairs Worcester State University, an Institute ofHigher EducatiOn 

(IHE) ,and an approved provider ofinitia! ·andprofessfo11aleducatorlicensure pr~parationprograms; 

Worcester Public Schools, a Local Education Agency (LEA) withm.o:re than25,000 students located in 

Central Massachusetts ·a:nd JET (Joumey into Education and Teaching). 

P3 will support paraprofessionals with associate's degrees or no degree cun-en:tly employed by the 

Worcester Public School's (WPS) seeking initial lfoensure at1d fill undergraduate <;legree, 

Paraprofessionals will engage in classroom and fieldwork approaches through Worcester State University 

(WSU) to !)ecome lice,11sedteach~rs, 

WSU Teacher EducaticntProwarriis recognized by the Massachusetts Department of Ele1nerttary and 

Secondary Education (DESE) as having an appn:wed program. The Massachusetts Test for Educator 

Licensure (MTEL) is embedded in the program at various stages and must be passed to obtain foitial 

Iicensure. 

JET is a program of the Massachusetts Foundation for Teaching and Learning and a501 (c) 3 

organization. It was established in 1986 operates exclusively for the cfoiritableand education purposes of 

improving pre-Kindergarten through Grade 12 student Icamillg through innovative teacher training }md 

approaches to pr<>fessional leaniing, especially for educators in high-need urban school districts. 

The P3 initiative would afford pataprofessionalswithou.t bachelor's degrees and who want fo become 

licensed classroom teachers i11 the.it µthan cominunil;y, the 9pporrni1iiyfor a proven pathway to attain a 

degree and licensi,ire. In order to support and sustain these individual's in obtaining abachelor's degtee, 

JET would assistin recruiting tbe paraprofessionals,,. coordinating and supporting pa1'aprofessionals in 

their financial aid process in apply]ng to Worcester St~te University, guide paraprofessionals in the 

college admissions and enrollment process, and provide ongoing support and mentorship.over the multi­

yeat jot1mey to become a teacher. In.order to amplify paraprofessionaYs pa1ticipatjon in enrolling iiran 

educatbrpreparation course at Worcester State University, they will guide interested individuals intaking 

adva11tage ofth.e Massa¢husetts, Paraprofessional Teacher Preparation Grant which provides assistance for 

undergraduate .education expenses to employedparaprofesslonals who C:ominitto becoming teachers in 

the Massachllse,tts publ:ic sch<;>ols. 

1 
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Overall, JET has a proven success rate with 68% ofpast participants eami!lg their Bachelor's degree, 

compared to the national college cori.1plciion rate of30% forparMime adult college students. JET fosters 

acommtinli-y teacher pjpeline. ofeducators who already have substantial classroom experience prior to 

fo::ensure, retlectthe rac'ial, cultural and linguistie diversity of the student population and are.committed 

long term to teaching ill their conimuniti.es. 

This partnership and initiative-is relatively new, however.cornp<:ments that arecontaine.d within this 

program (such as mentoring novke staff) have been ongoing for a nurhbcr of years within the schoot 

district. Recognizing that these efforts needed to be :r:efiried so as to be more impactfu.1, stak.eholder groups 

including WPS.1 WSU and JET started meeting. last year. In December, the groups ciecided to move 

forward with this impo1tantinitiative, Recruitment efforts were held in March of2019 with the first 

cohort of students partiCipating,in Summer Session I at WSU beginning May 20. 

Through an established pathway, participants will undergo five phases includingrecruitment and 

onboarding, general educatiOn academics, teacher preparatiOn, teacher licensure and.pro$ram completion. 

These phases ide11tify With JET's rnission of Opportunity, Empowenne11t, Collaboration, Commitment, 

Success and Diversity which will arnplify our initiative to develop a highly trained, diverse. teacher 

workforce that provides all students the opportunity for sttccess. 

In preparation for this grant application, a planning committee was organized and~omprised of 

individuals from WPS including SupcrintendcntMaureen F. Binienda; ChfofHumanResources.Qfficer; 

Jennifer Boulais; Coordinator ofStaffing and Mentoring Programs, Cheryl DelSignore.and WPS Grants 

Office staff; WSU staff members including Associate Dean ofEducation, Raynold Lewis; .and 

DepartmentChair and Profoss.or of Edtication1 Sue Foo; as well as Pam Herrup, Co•Fol.lnder and 

Program birectpr orJET whotn started n:teeting last yc:ar. During this time, all stakeholders identified 

needs and concerns in advancing an educator pipeline for paraprofessionals in the district, identified 

objectives and activities to. address this need and created an action plan to develop ari<f!,lxp;J.nd 

opportunities for paraprofessionals in the.dist.rict. 

Once a paraprofessional completes their educator preparation course and passes the MTEL exam, the 

WPS has a:n esta.blished mentor/mentee pro~ram for new teachers as required by the MA DESE. The 

district encountges princi~&-is match mentors with mentees by the first.day of school, in order to facilitate 

2 
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new hires integra~ion into the scliool's culture, 'procedi.lres and processes; Mentors are identified by 

principals and ha ye completed at least thr.ee years of teaching in the district~ hold an Initial o.r ·Professional 

.educator license in the Mentor/Mcntcc discipline, and be knowledgeable in adult learning theory, tea,cher. 

bbservation1 communication and conferencing, effective instructiqnal s.kills, the teacher evaluatiort 

procedure, and other related topics. In:addition, there are various menior and mentee meetings throughout 

the yearinch.iding an orientation session provided by the WPS Office of Professfonal Devefopment. 

As Worcester becomes more diverse, it is critical to: have an educator population that reflects the 

various life experiences ofthe conin)unity. Funding provided by the Teacher'Divel·sification Pilot 

Program affords µs the necessary .f0~1ds.to attract and retain educators' from a variety ofbackgrounds by 

tapping into out existing corps ofJ)araprofossionals and partnering with repµ table programs 1n urba1t 

education. 



ITEM: gb #9-136.1 

STANDING COMMITIEE: TEACHING, LEARNING AND STUDENT SUPPORTS 

DATE OF MEETING: Tuesday, November 26, 2019 

ITEM: Administration/Mr. Comparetto (May 21, 2019) 

Response of the Administration to the request to provide a report regarding 

the status of the One City, One Library Initiative. 


PRIOR ACTION: 


4-4-19 - Held. 

5-2-19 - Referred to the Administration. 

6-6-19 - Referred to the Standing Committee on Teaching, Learning and 


Student Supports. 

BACKUP : 

Annex A 	 (10 pages) contains a copy of the information from the Worcester 
Public Library on The One City, One Library initiative. 
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WORCESTER,, ~ ~ 
PUBLlC LI BR ARY 

The One City, One Library initiative began Jn 2013 as a response to community need 
when data revealed that 593 of third graders in .the WorcesterPubliC: Schools had 
foiled to reach reading proficiency by t.he third grade.This creative collaboration 
between the Worcester Public Library andthe Worcester Public.Schoolsrwith qssistc:mce 
and support from a host of local Foundations placed pu.b.lic librClry branches in fol.Jr 
elementary schools throu.ghout the dty. These branches provide extensive c9Uedions 
forthe students ano teachers of those schoolsWith trdinedlibrcirians providihg access 
and services - factors that·have been shown to correlatewith higher scores on reading 
assessments. Duril".)g non..:sc;hoolhours., the neighborhoods ,surrounding these branches 
benefit from local access to o full suite of library collections, services andpro.grams in 
addition to access to resources from the extended Central and Western Mossochvsetts 
regional library network and connected .networks across the state. 

A typical weekday at a schoo.1-bose(:f Qranch looks like this: 

10:00 a.m. - library staff open the branch 

lQ:lS a.m. - 2:15 p.m. - class visits 

3:QO- 6:30 p.m.. - brqnch open to the public 

Closs visits: 

A class visit consists of one .(sometimes two) classes ina portic:ular gradedevel coming to 
the library for a 30-minute visiLDyring. the visit; the librarian will do a rea.d-aloud o.r a 
mini-lesson (usually on ·1ibrary skills}. After that, students will se~ect' books lo check outto 
rebdin the classroom and/orat home, Students are given special student librarycards 
which have slightly different rules thqn their public library cbrds; .they allowstudents to 
check.outtwo books. {only books) per visit. Thes.e books are not subject to fines.if 
returhed late. Sometimes teacher$ ask students to .check out specific types of books 
that reinforce a les~on orproject taking place in the dClssroom. Other'tirnes, stud~n.ts 
are encouraged to self-$eled reading materiCll that interests them. Librarians often help 
students to find specifiG books, books on specific topics. or books thafare at th19 fight 
revel for the student. · 

While students are selecting and checking out books. librarians either provide .other 
work (such as word:-s~arch puzzles or .other learning games}, or they provide the 

~--- - .. ·.. 1.I ·~ 
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opportunity for kids to read silently or do other classwork, depending uponwhot the 
teacher has requested. 

Teachers .are also provided with ·special fine-free cards that provid.e them with 
odditional benefits for school~reldted checkouts. They allowteachers to place holds on 
up to 20 copies of one title so thatthey can create a doss set (libtafians Work With 
teochers who have larger Classes requirir1g more books}. These cords .allow extended 
checkout periods, when needed;.of up to 6 weeks. Librarians olso work with teachers to 
provide requested services in support of their curricularoojectives. 

Public: hours: 

Once school is finished for the day, the library opens to the public from 3-6:30p.m. (the 
exception fo this is Burncoot where the principal. has requested a delayed opening of 
3:30 p.m:J. During public hours, the library functions the same as any pL.Jblic: library 
branch, providing ac:cess. to collections and services. 

How are we d6ing? 

In 2015, two years into the OCOL project. the Foun(jotion contracted With. the UMass 
Donahue Institute to conduct a study evotuating .the project'simplemehtation and 
impact. The results of fheir findjngs regarding student assessment ddto were 
inconelusive, primarily because 20'14- l5was the first full yearof implementatioh and the 
number of students included was relatively smolL .That being said. through other 
methods ·ofevaluatipn, such as surveys andinterviews, there were indicators pointing to 
a number·of positive outcomes~ Educators and parents reported that there were 
significant imp.acts on their students in terms of motivating them to read more .• helping 
them find stories they like, helping them to enjoy reaoing more and helping to improve 
their reading skills. 

The study also provldedinformatlon on a number of opportunities to increase positive 
outcomes, including: 

• 	 lmprov.ing the effectiveness of regµlarly scheduled library visits:forolderstudents, 
particuldrly by incorporoting read-atou.ds and library skiJls lessons. 

• 	 Establishing more dlfgnment between curriculum topics and books featured by 
the library. 

• 	 Creating stof.fing/scheduling solutions to allow classes at the Roosevelt 

Elementary School to have weekly library visits. 


• 	 Extending the benefits of increased library access fo. otherWPS schools so os not 
to establish o system of haves andhave-nots. 

• 	 Understa_ndfng ond addressing the reosons why- obouthdlf ofthe elemeotory 
studentsreportthat they do not visit the library outside of.schoof, 

', ..... ~ 	 .....-! ~l 'ii..::"..' - ~'!.. :. , • .tA·1_ ~ ll I !_~ii 
~~...~~-- . --• ~-r~· 

http:read-atou.ds
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• 	 Attracting community members who do not hove a direct relationship with the· 
host school. 

In· the years since the study was comrnissioned, we have addressed mony of these 
areas with some success. In the early years of doss visits, it wa.s not often thot read­
alouds were l)sed with students in the oJder grades {particularly 5t11 and 6th graders}. It 
may hove beem that librarians had been trained to focus on .pictvre books for younger 
children. However, in recent yeaf'S, st.off hdve increasingly incorporated interesting and 
engaging read-dlbuds into dassvisits with older students. 

AsJi{?rarions hove bl)ilt stronger relationships with the principals .and teachers at their 
schools. the resuit has been bet.ter communication regarding how librarians can qssist 
teachers at all levels, this Includes curriculum alignment as well qs requests for specific 
types oflessons and activities for their students. Although t~achers and librarians do not 
have a. lotoftim$ to talk obourthese things during the school day, a recently 
lmplernehtedteochersurvey has helped us to increaseopportvnities for 
communicdtion. 

The schedule at Roosevelt still poses somewhat of a challenge; Rqoseveltis the largest 
schqol With an OCOL Branch and therefore there are more classes needing cfoss visit 
times. We have yet to develop a schedule that will aHow every Class to have d we.ekly 
visit, but we are now looking ofpossibilities for the future that include Shorter visits; open 
access hours, and multiple class visits. In the 2018-19\school year; we are trying the open 
access model to see lf thi.s is a goodworking solution, Depending upori the feedback 
we receive. we may try one of the 0th.er mode.ls next year. 

lo terms of extending the benefits of increased library access to other WPS schools, we 
do olready send the boo.kmobile to every elementary scqool without an OCOL 
location. However. We, realize this does. riot prqvide the same level ·Of accessibility as, the 
branches . do. The decision to open more OCOL Branches would:be somethinQ that 
would require significant funding and increased staffjng in on::ier to.be viable, 

The last two points:remoirtchdllenges that we continue, to try to address. Wlth regardtc 
understandin9why elementary students do not visit the liqrqry outside ofsc::hool, we 
have.: considered the fbHowing possibilities: 

• 	 The f.?ronches close b$tWeen school hours andpublic hours. This has been al the 
reql)est of the prindpalsln order to .ease the congestionof school pickup. We 
can assume that there ore many familieswho do npt wonlto wait for the library 
to reopen, nor face the challenge of parking during pickup times. · 

• 	 In some branches more thah others, a signlficant percentage of the student$ do 
not livewithin walking distance of the school; therefore, o library visit would 
require transportation. In these cases. lack of transportation would be enough of 
a barrierto prevent students from Visiting the librqry. 

• 	 Si.nee elementary students rely on their pareots or cqregivers for transportation, 
working parents. rnay find the limited hours present another ban:ier .. 
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The final opportunity for growth presented by the UDMI study is the·one we have thrown 
the most effort towards addressing, and yetit remains q significant chqllenge, Getting 
the Word out to the community thaMhe.OCOL locations ore bronches of the Worcester 
Public Librory that are open to the public is not easy. Here.are some of the measures we 
have token to try to grow the branches within theirneighborhoods; 

• 	 Make sure branding and signage is present and highly visible with the WPUogo 
• 	 Extend pubiic open hours during school vacations and the :s1Jmmer. 
• 	 Send out publicity (bookmarks and flyers) to oll.students ofthe-school to promote 

open hours and library programs/events, 
• 	 Schedule special programs on Saturdays and cross-promote at other.branches. 
• 	 Changes in aurwebsite fo make the pres~nce ()f the bronches more visible 


online. 

• 	 Increase outreach to neighborhood loqations and at neighborhood events. 
• 	 Increase the use of multiple-locationprograr:n flyers for events at all locatlon:s. 
• 	 Change the vernacular used to refer to the OCOL branches. 
• 	 Expansion of collections in an effort to bring in adults cmd othetnon-studerit 


patrons. 


We thinkwe are finally making some headway on attracting patrons to these branches: 
a closer look dt each branch may help to make that clear.. 

Branches by the numbers: 

As you look at the numbers be.low, keep in mind the following factors, which may help 
explain many of the fluctuations. 

• 	 Visitor num.bers - trgcked t.Jsing d.oor counters 
o 	 In s_ome lo·cafions (particularly Roosevelt}, the physfC:al location of these 

cqunters has be~n difficul.t. They ore knocked down by kidswaiting in lines 
in the hallway resulting in frequently brok.en counters andmony days 
without oc.curate counts. 

a 	 Door cownters originally reset daily. ln.2017, after leaming thatthe ARIS­
Annuq! Report InformationSurvey (c'.l state-wide liotary statistics svrvey· 
administered by the Massachusetts Board of Librar)' Commissioners and 
required for public libraries fo receive stdte did} wanted only public hours 
information,.we stortedreseHing counters at the beginning oriel ending of 
public hours e.ach day thereby tracking two different numbers. . 

o 	 Visitor nt.Jmbersfor non-public hours vary greatly from class visit 
attendcmce numbers indiccting school-related use of the library when the 
library is technically closed. 

o Circulation numbers - tracked through Evergreen, ourlnJegrated Library System 
{used to catalog and circulate materials) 
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o 	 Circulotion num.}:)ers count cfrculqtions during both.the school ddy and 
during public hours. Since school cJrculotion is im::ludec:t .the number of 
visits has a qirect bearing on the circulation. figures. 

o 	 Now that we have instituted stvdent cards, there should .be a woy to run 
reports. to separate the student circulqtion from public circulation. We are 
looking to moke.that chqnge, but we wilfwoit for the beginning of next 
fiscal year to moke statistics easier to track. 

o 	 In 20l7, a chan·g~ was made in the ·way the school brahehes were 
handling renewols; previously items borrowed on student cards were 
gutomaticc;iUy renewed each weekrafherthon allowing books to remain 
out for the· full loonperiod. That practice was discontinuedwhich rnay 
have resulted in crse.emin~ily lower circulation rate. 

• 	 Program nutnbet.s ~tracked by counting 
o 	 Program attendance is no longer being estimated as previously; we now 

Us$ o handheldpeople counter to be more accurate. 
o 	 An overall increa.se of the.average attendance at programs indicates 

that we are. getting .better at providing programs that are wanted or 
needed. 

• 	 Class visit numbers "'" tracked by counting 
o 	 Class visit .schedules ore created as a collaboration betwe_en the library 

and the school. In certain years. if the scheduleds not creqted as: soon as 
school begins; we see a large difference infhe class visit numbers. whi.ch 
int.urn also affects the circulation. 

o 	 Class visits can be cancelledJor·o number of reasons that are out of the 
library's control including testing .. snow qays, special schoolpro.grarri$~ 

student behavior, or teacherrequests, Whenever possible, librarlans try to 
acqommodote teacher and Principalrequests reg,ordin~ scheduling, 
including scheduling makeup visits whenever possiblf3. 

•r· •.r.., 

http:increa.se
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Rqosevelt Branch: Opened October 30~ 2013 

R'oosevelt is ourlorgest bronch,.and therefore has the largestcollection. ltssize and 
delineated sections for smaller children, school age children. and teens, make it an 
idedl bronch for browsing, stvdying, and staying a while to read, re!ax, or enjoyother 
activities. It ls the only branch large enough to.have o d~cer1t ploy areo. whic;h ls 
enjoyed oy parents ond'fheirchildrenfrequently. 

: ROOSEVELT Visitors School · Circurotion IPrograms Attendance Avg. Class Attendance 
I visitors* visits 
2013' 7,334 5.386 15 162 11 104 2.430 
2()14 32,640 30,090 196 ·. l,832 9 430· 8116 

-· 2015 31,272 29,034 246 2,307 9 ~24 l0;828 
2016 38,379 30,497 216 2,373 11 582 ll.302 

.2017 30,634 5,529 27,536 134 l,544 12 483 l0,054.. 

2018 13, 108 ! 20,224 28,040 92 l,300 14 563 ll,651 
2019** -·· 5,441 9,928 i ll.151 5.3 996 19 247 7;243 

·--..
"'School vs. public hour v1s1f<xs divided to comply with ARIS requirements 

*•statistics to date as ofMay 15, 2019 · 


Roosevelt Notes: 

• The. numbers are not significantly lower th.an previous years when pvbllc tmd school 
time visitors are combined. 

• Circulationis up in 2018, dnd almost as .high as. it ever was. despite stondordizing the 
renewal process.(automatit weekly renewals for student cards discontinued}. 

• Program attendance ln the last twoyears is down doe to having fewer programs 
(note attendqnce a teach program is dramatically higher). The goalhas peen to have 
fewer "passive pr0Qrams1

' ' uvst putting out LEGOS, board garnes, bookmark coloring, 
etcJ and hove more worthwhile, dynamic, publiC'-pleasing prc;grams. 

2019-2020 Roosevelt ·Goais: 

I hope thafnow thqt we h.ave improved perceptions of what our' programs offer (as 
well as learnedwhat types of programs work; and when) we can offer more hUmerous 
programs fhisyear to increase attend<:mce, We are veryh.opeful that word of mouth 
regarding our revamped, quality programming will boost the numbers in 2019~ 
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Tatnuek Mo~nel8raneh: Opened November 20, 2013 

Tatnuck is generally ourbusiest brcmch,in both visitors and-circulation. ltalso has q 
significqntnumberof adult patrons corning through fo pick Up holds, which we see less 
often qt otherbronches. Prior to the advenfof OCOL a community branch was 
locot~d in Totnuck. o fact that seems to boost visitorcoun.ts as the neighborhooq 
welcornes the return of library services. 

TATNUC!< Visitors Sc::hoot Circulation Programs .Attendance 
visitors* 

2013 3,405 •. 3,159 8 70 
2014 Q3,487 $6,738 189 3',033 
2015 55, 122 32,104. 295 2,292 
2016 66,799 35,961 155 1,796 
2017 51,065 8,148 35,741 159 2,7l4 
~-· I2018 I 25,529 3?,867 35;817 108 l,651 
2019""" 15,0 l l 12,329 12,711 59 I 1,170 

.. . 

Avg. Class Attendance 
visits 

8 34 327 
16 588 .12,380 
7 593 lL899 
11 704 15,323 
17 426 9,1$8 

I JS 565 12,-673 
20 285 5;821 

*School vs. pubhc hour v1s1tors d1v1ded to complywithAf!IS requirements 
••statistics to date as 9f May 15, 201 9 

Totnoek Notes: 

• Both visitors dnd circulation are up in 2018. 

• Program attendance is down. butsimilar to Roosevelt, we hosted far few.er passive 
programs, and hove seen the number of patrons areach program increase.. 

2019-2020 Totnuck Goals: · 

• Drive program qttendqince up by simply offering more programs. Programs dre 
generally yery vvellattended here, so the dlpin attendance may be related to the 
decrease in offeongs, Particularly now thatwe hove greater financial support from the 
Friends ofthe Worcester Publlc Library (a.group that assists the library through 
advocacy, vokmfeer services and fundraising) and theuse of'the school's large 
program room, we·wrn seek to increase program o.fferings. Large performances onq 
program~ have worked very well in the recent months; andwe hope.to host more. 

http:visitorcoun.ts
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(;oddard Branch: Opened April 9, 2014 

Most patrons at Goddard are unaccornpanied minors. In the absence of other 
afterschool/extracurricular activities, Children come to this branch as a neighborhood 
''hang·out" forcotnputer use, doing ·the.irhomework, socializing, playing board gam¢s, 
and attending library programs.. 

·t (;;ODOARD Visitors School Circuldfion Programs Attendance Avg. Closs Atlenclance 
visitors* visits 

2013 
2014 44,546 29,093 300 ·3.035 10 437 9,539 
2015 61,209 30,687 259 l,76Q · 6 643 13,-609: 
2016 54,819 26261 160 lA85 ·· 9 622 1$,757 
2017 44,648 8,081 24,597 127 1,627 12 757 15,801 
2018 27.316 25]06 25,477 106 1,867 17 751 14..754 

I 2019** 8,081 10,336 8'.-lfl 1 75 978 13 360 6,569 
"School vs.. public hou·r,visit.ors divided to comply with ARIS requirements 
"'"'statistics. to date as of May.15, 2019 · 

Goddard Notes: 

• When public and school hours are combined, visitors remafned static from 2017; 
down a. bit from 2016. 

• Circulotiqn is up. 

• Program attendance is. up. even as program offerihgs d.ecreased inthe years 2014.. 
2017. At this Jocofioh we hove really seen patrons respond to the different typ~s of more 
engaging programs, and' hove goined a solid and steady afterschoolfoflowihg. 

• Class attendance is o.lso up in the pasttwo years. Thi.sseems to be due lb the new 
principal le.a ding q sc;hool-wide push to emphasize reading as part of the school culture 
and as ortindisper::isqble port ofa student's day. 

2019..2020 Goddard Goals: 

• Since both circulation and programs are up (and visitors almost statf¢}: continue to 
drive au of these things, bulwith an emphasis on our Vhderserved tween and teen 
population. Sfnee we hove o grot.JP .of tweens who attend regularly, we can try to 
expdnd our program offerings for that dernogrophic. 

• Continue to try t.o attract families with very young children, a toctic wifh which we 
had some successin20l7c.20l8. 
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Bumcoat Branch: Opened April 15, 2016 

Burncoa.t fa.the newest smallest and quietest branch. It is nestled in overyresidential 
area, with the entronce being hidden in the back of the. school's parking lot Patr9ns 
ore mostly the school's students returning ciftersC:hoo.I (mostly withoutparents) t9play 
on computers before walking .home. 

BURNCOAT 

2013 

Visitors School 
visitors* 

Circul.ation Programs Attendcince Avg. Clas? 
visits- - -

Atten. danc~ I 

-----< 

2014 
2015 
2016 22,422 lOA75. 99 736 7 243 5,081 

'2017 23,744 SA4n 16.516 140 Ll7l 8 456 9,374 
12018 17,239 21,510 15,942 89 Ll05 12 436 8,847 

2019** 7.305 lOJ78 6;082, 45 ·12.8 16 205 4>237 
*School VS. public hbut visitors divid~.dJo comply with ARIS requirements. 

**statistics to date as ofMay 15, 20T9 


Burncoat Notes: 

• Visitors continue to increase every year. However, we are unable to host large 
programs there, due tb its small size and lack of a school rrn.Jlti-purpose room to utilize 
for such programs.W.e believe there is a correlation between the inability to host large 
programs and the inobility:to drive higher patron .co.unts. 

•Circulation has been somewhotstatic in the last two years. There is a possibility that 
Bumcoat'-s close proximity to WPL 's Great Brook Valley and Frances Perkins branches (ln 
conjunction with the smolL limiteq coJlection} might hinder furthercircuJation growth. 

2019 Burncoat Goals: 

• Host more workshop-type programs that yield smaller audiences of under 40 peopfe, 

• Utilize the parking l9lfor larger, outdoor programs When weather appropriate. 

• Cohduct more early literacy programs; since those generallydrawenmoller, more 
focused groups than larg~ all-ages programs and performers. 

• Order more DVDs fo·r adults. FP~L ond GB.V are often out of the in-demand titres. We 
might get traffic if we have in-den1and titles (as we are doing with museum passes}. 

• Outreach! We know outreachworks, we Just need to do more of it atJocaf 
preschools; daycares, and perhaps some adult organizations, 

• Pre~Summer Reading pro.gram letter sent home stdting the fibrary rs open oltsummer, 
but also to remind/inform them that they can gefall of their mdterial from the library, 
too. Burncoat is very much a<"nelghbC>rhood" library.; we are jl)st not sure the 
nefgbborhood knows it is more than a child~s library. 
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Since its inception, .the OCOL librories have provided lit>rory access to o total of 9 l 5,951 
public and schoolvisitors. They have provided J l,038 dqs~viSlt$ to 23:1.:3;73 students, ond 
presented 3,325 public programs that 37;732 people have enjoyed. $48,006 books cmd 
materials. have circulated frorn the OCOL .branches. 

Th.e Worcester Public Library will strive to continuallyimprqve library services to 
Worcester Public School students through the One City,. Ope Ubroryprograrn. The 
model of library/school collaboration provides a unique opportunity to leverage . 
resources that address 'fheneeds of the- students while also providing extended pubUc 
library servlces throughout surrounding neighborhoods. School.librarfes and easy access 
toreadihg materials co11tribufe to a cultureofrem;)ing, an outcome thathelps build 
lifelong. learners. By providing students. and famifles with engaging. high quality print 
and digitaLmateriols, our libraries and our librarions encourage learners and help 
prepare them for continued ~ducational success. 



ITEM: gb #9-138 

STANDING COMMITTEE: TEACHING, LEARNING AND STUDENT SUPPORTS 

DATE OF MEETING: Tuesday, November 26, 2019 

ITEM: Mr. Comparetto (March 27, 2019) 

Request that the Administration consider developing an internship 
management system to help connect students with specific opportunities and 
mentors based on their passions. 

PRIOR ACTION: 


4-4-19 - Held. 
5-2-19 - SCHOOL COMMITTEE MEETING 

Referred to the Standing Committee on Teaching, Learning and 
Student Supports. 

BACKUP: 

There are currently internship management systems in place to connect 
students with specific internship/cooperative education placements for 
students participating in Chapter 74 programs. At Worcester Technical High 
School there is a full-time Cooperative Education Coordinator to seek out 
opportunities and complete the state mandated paperwork required for 
student safety and supervision. 

In the comprehensive high schools, there are internship coordinators who 
conduct the same processes on a much smaller scale. Due to the addition of 
several new Chapter 74 programs in the comprehensive high schools, the 
coordinator from Worcester Tech has been mentoring the CVTE FIC in 
duplicating the practices to ensure compliance and continuity throughout the 
district. 



ITEM: gb #9-146 

STANDING COMMITTEE: TEACHING, LEARNING AND STUDENT SUPPORTS 

DATE OF MEETING: Tuesday, November 26, 2019 

ITEM: Miss Biancheria/Mr. Monfredo/Mr. O'Connell (March 27, 2019) 

Request that the Administration provide a report on "Stand for the Silent' which 
is part of the Bullying Prevention Program. 

PRIOR ACTION: 

4-4-19 - SCHOOL COMMITTEE MEETING 
Referred to the Standing Committee on Teaching, Learning and 
Student Supports. 

BACKUP: 	 Stand for the Silent continues in the WPS as a resource for 
strategy instruction and programing to prevent bullying 
throughout the school year. Each year, a time is designated for 
school communities to review their commitment "to no longer 
stand for their peers to suffer at the hands of bullies". Students 
are invited to take a pledge that speaks of respect, love, hope 
aspiration and the "I am somebody" theme. 



ITEM: gb #9-149 

STANDING COMMITTEE: TEACHING, LEARNING AND STUDENT SUPPORTS 

DATE OF MEETING: Tuesday, November 26, 2019 

ITEM: 	Mr. O'Connell/Miss Biancheria/Mr. Foley/Miss McCullough/Mr. Monfredo 
(March 28, 2019) 

Request that the Administration consider implementation of a "see-something, 
say-something anonymous app" such as that which the Boston Public Schools 
will pilot later this year, to assist students to submit tips about safety incidents 
to staff and police. 

PRIOR ACTION: 

5-2-19 - SCHOOL COMMITTEE MEmNG 
Mr. O'Connell made the following motion: 
Request that the Administration provide a report in December 
2019 on the results of the monitoring of the "see-something, say­
something" app piloted by the Boston Public Schools. 
On a voice vote, the motion was approved. 
Referred to the Standing Committee on Teaching, Learning and 
Student Supports 

BACKUP: Annex A ( 1 page) contains the Administration's response to the 
item. 
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Response 

Administration reached out to Boston Public Schools (BPS) on their adoption of the See Something, Say 
Something app in early October. They had just adopted it and asked us to reconnect. We reconnected 
beginning of November and the response was that the app is more of a cultural shift than a technology 
adoption. The See Something, Say Something app required BPS to work very closely with law 
enforcement, district support, and school staff to a) build a culture where students can feel 
comfortable that their tips will be heard and b) make sure that the support structures were in place so 
that they can appropriately respond to situations. They looked at many different technologies that 
provide similar types of "alerts" but the See Something, Say Something app was the only one that truly 
felt more of a programmatic change than a technology implementation. 

They noted that adoption was easy as long as all stakeholders in the district were on the same page 
with the intent. 

"Sandy Hook Promise" (An organization that leads programs and policy initiatives to protect children 
from gun violence) helped BPS understand that when the app was first rolled out, there might be a 
larger amount of reports through the app. They received training with a mixture of tips to address this. 
It quickly went away when students learned to respect the purpose of the app. 

Now that we have the input from BPS, we can work with local law enforcement and other stakeholders 
to determine if this is a solution for Worcester Public Schools. 



ITEM: gb #9-207 

STANDING COMMITTEE: TEACHING, LEARNING AND STUDENT SUPPORTS 

DATE OF MEETING: Tuesday, November 26, 2019 

ITEM: 	Mr. O'Connell/Miss Biancheria/Miss McCullough/Mr. Monfredo 
(May 28, 2019) 

Request that the Administration consider development and implementation of 
a Video Production and/or Broadcast Journalism curriculum at an appropriate 
school within the Worcester Public Schools. 

PRIOR ACTION: 

6-6-19 - SCHOOL COMMITTEE MEETING 
Miss McCullough made the following amendment to the item: 
Request that the Administration provide a report on the current 
video production programs and include information on what 
local colleges are doing in collaboration with the Worcester 
Public Schools. 
On a voice vote, the amendment was approved. 
Referred to the Standing Committee on Teaching, Learning and 
Student Supports. 

BACKUP: 	 The district continues to research and apply for planning grants 
to further develop chapter 74 programs. Video 
Production/Broadcast Journalism will be brought forward as an 
area to explore in conjunction with students' interests. 




